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fizy Steve Elman
WBZ Radio«The Jerry Willlams Show
Bogton, Mass. .

Dear Steve,

1 address this letter to you, but it is to Jerryi i uze the weans to try -nd clroums
vént tho inevitable consequence of the mail you must receive,

Jerry, in long; wearylng and baniaupting years, there arc but a few shows on which I
lock back with bitterness and regred, «ith a feeling of fulltity and frustration; Last
night's 4 cne, It ia the greater because 1t uas yourss I don't think you ever knew the
great rospect 4 held for what you did in Chicapo, tho admiration for what you aired, When
I couldn*t sfford it; I wont out and spegnt $100 for a really good Zenith set on which I
could et BB more dependably. I have beun paylng intere;t on it over since, for I am
about $35,000 in debt and since bofore you firsy imew me have had no incame, my property

being security for my debt.

I asked thres things berorw: the show 3 that you ask him when he completed his woxk,
which you did, that you ask Mo 1f ho had reed Freme-UP, which you did not, end that L ceb
a tape, wiich you said I would Steve says maybe note The one thing I nover thought I'a
have to ask the Jerry Willisms I knew wa. that he control his show, that he keep hio guest
on the subjscte i never dreamed that you would not; that you would let him ramble on all
sorts of t ings end not let me responds Apd at the seme time it was first cmphacized to
we that I must keep my couxunts short and at the last minute, be careful not to give this
lotexary whore offense.

You are too busy to roview you m ows But perhaps you have enough recollectionse Tou
didmtairasinglethinghavingtodouiththaﬁngaamsimﬂmempt the few things |
i wae avle to hout in by the tipe I got madmsThink bask, when I caught hdm in that stupidity
on the rifle, the cloaust thing he came to evidenpce tand it becomes emidence only on a
showing tiat & bullet fired from it caused the death), you let him ramble all over the
worlds I romamber Portugals But mever once did you di what: tho old Jerry Willisms would
heve done; say adiress the question. The rifle wasn't in Portugal. What the hell differcnoe
does it make what whove Ray iaid in Portugals or bov uuch he puld another in femioog if
he did mot ki1l King? What difference doea the rest of his crininal activity (two jobs
for his associates only, by the way; ma¢ I know what both are)s The one man in the east
I never expectoed to stuff a rag in my mouth and use me to sell a crooked book is youe

Noithor you nor any gns of the others I conaidered friends sired me on FRAVE-UP
when it appear. Given tho concorn I was sure each felt for the state of our soolety,
this was more than a sufficlent dislllusiomment when it boosme olear that the pablisher
had - bean Fiaheds ~Ho Ban Yot to mrrange w-single WW‘WWW.W‘&

hoan' poagheddiliechinagiet to arrange a single promotdon, killed those I arranged that
he oould, 3¢, my apyearance on your show was one that could do me no goods I have no book
40 sell and even if X did, with the balance of the advance unpaid after more than a year,
what the hell good gould 1t do mo personally? Steve promised to send me a bdock, es did
gwbledq a month ago because they azreed to a live confrontation in 8t. Louls. I trusted
tove, who didn't mall 1%, but I also knew that if he alrmalled it, it would not reach mg
in tine to glve you the kind of show I would want %o give you. I went %o Wachington and
borrowed one becmuse I am too broie.to buy it, And then I worked hdke hell, drop;ing



dropping everything else from the time I got the bock, to glve any old friend the béast
kind of show possible, the kind, als, he clearly did not want. You know me well enough
to know I could have ad 1ibbed my way throush it. But that I would not do to you., If you
doudbt for one minute the amount of work I did for you, Jjuast chalbenge me and I'11 send
you xeroxes of the pages of notes I typed out in advance, all meyed to pages of Frauk's
text, and with eitations of sources of the truth. For what besides getting the truth
out (which required no preparation for me) and giving you the kind of show you always
did so magnificently? When I discovered that Ray's lawyers had not returned my Remington
catalogue, I drove around towm until I got the last available. There was a point in thig,
Frank had to work around the fact tha: there is no case againet Bay, and pleagse take this
quite literslly, and then around FRAMEHP, That stuff beginuing on page 34 is absolute
rubbishs The two models have the identicsl cost. Tho trajectories are eamotly the opioaite
of what he says. Qot Bteve to 0all any gunshop and you'll see, The same on what you
should have inaistedmmnnghimmmmnlfmallygottoraisetheqmtionabout
tre gune Clearly, you are not a hunter, or you'd know that a pump gun has the brecchm
completely enclosed except for the aperture on the bettom throuz: which the clip 1y
inserted and the narrow aelot on the right side through which the empty shell is ejected.
How without a elip the shell Juet poopo out the bottom when you injected 4t into the
breech by band, unless you are a contortionist, The whale purpose of this kind of weapon
dspenda upon the use of a clip. Guite the oprosite of saving time by putting in a single
shot-and do you know anyone oragy enough t0 plan sn assassination with an unloaded weapona?®
the clip has the purpose of saving time, mesmm&dmthatﬂmmrmrapﬁ.dly
reiod.Thepronh!‘rankandthamaecutionhudistgattherinemfounduithwtths
clip in it and with but an empty shell in the breech, *ta is insenes The freming was
3hat incompetent. Again, cell your friendly local gunerd the

You could have done a memorable showe After I g0t into Frank's polished literary
hroseshit enough to reslize the full potential, { phoned to let you know that although
it was unlikely, he might bolt en you but not to worry because I was well prepared to -
111 the rest of your time with his book, not mine. again, I can send it to you, Had
you not dridied me, he would have, I am now certain, You were in the studio, not I, btut
I am certain he was close to it and that he will now refuse the facewtoface confrontation
to which he has agree,

¥ere you not, on my side, an old and cherished friend, I'd not take the time %o write.
(excuse we for not taidng the time to resd and correct), There remains a question of my
iategrity, ummwmamm.ﬂmmmemmmmmmmmm
there was bu a single wound bocanse of alleged surgery? Tracheostomies are not performed
on the side of the face and nesic but from the front, ict me quo¥e you frow one of the many
thlok he suppressed ‘and why the hell do you think he made no reference to the confiacaticn
of the court papers In Britain andi t e suppression in Memphis«two thing for which you
asled mo to prepar and I did and you promptly forgot them?). Tils is from page 64 of those
papers X got by sult, from the coruner’'s affidavit, the autcpsy pars, wnder "Xtornal
marks and Seard"i"The second punetrating wownd at the beas of the nack (emph. added) in the
superior aspect of the chest measures three inches in length®, Went & zerox?

“2 all my yoars and all my shows, this 15 the one in vhich 1t was not poscille to
dfsciss the evidencs, the thing for which I prepared, and not in terme of my book, as my
notes will show if you want thew, but in torms of Jdge You arc the last guy of whom I*d have
expactad.?hefactmainat&wmiaabaolutexymwmmtﬁaywimtheoﬂm,nu
print in the room, nons in the bathroom, none in the mustand, ame of t e rifle where it
hadtobetobeu.sod.nomaans‘ofeonnectedthehaletwithtbeﬁﬂo,non&ofplacinghm
ineventhecityforthemmursbefomthecﬂm.meofpladngmummnftha
oﬂmwhenithnppmd.ﬂndthpmemFrankMﬁanidm&thecopseouldn'teven
tale & statoment frou Mm untdl the next day. He couldn't et out of bed at the time of the
ofincand three houra later, when questioned at the police station gy a local ruporter I've

loocated and interviewed, hadn't the slightest idee why b was thore. But as a measue of
Frauk's integrity on these simple matters, asic Steve to look st the bathroom ploture Frank



the fourh between ppe 228 and 229, notice that it shows no handprint, and ask the morgue
of your local pupers or UPI if there is not one showing a handprint on the leit wall, Why
do yiu thdnk Frank lcft that out? Because it was Ray's? I have this picture, but the deal
with UPI is no use, hence I can't send it toy you. If you huve a WATS line, celler Mr, [iller
in UPI's New York Ofcie. He'll desoribe this pleture to you. It is small, but typical and
synptomatio of what you, incredibly to ms, made youself paxt of, ind while you are in
plctures, compare his 11 on the next page with the one I had to sue to gst, reproduced
in FRAME-UP, You'll see the government faked the one I had to sue to get. It is shown
partly inside the door. I now have the onc Prank used and more, and the package was outalde,
as Frank's shows. Understand one of the reasons I wanted you %o asik him if he'd read :
Fremeup?

And' you misged the bit on conspiracy, his alleged charge of heart. The only conspiracy
he ever visualized and abandoned by the time of the minitrial, which was Harch 1969, was
one involving Cuba or China, as he said on youwr show, Doesn't this tell the current Jerry
Williame what it would bave told the one I knew.

I eould go on and on, but I will not. I owe you this frou the past, for I can't
belleve you are today other than the genuine end deeply concerned man I kmew in the past,
But if you for one minute doubt anything I have told you, get Steve to call me up with a
tace recorder connected, 1,11 keep these notes together and read them, with page citations
and sourges, to him for you to heav. ‘

- I ¢hink I should address the plea. I was right on- th: phea being to the techndesl

chrage only, for Foreman conned Ray with an account ot all the noneexistont FBI evidence
he had sec and, as I can play you in khis own voice, wonvinced him he would fry if he
didn't cop the plenms Ray first docided to resist, and that he did, for months, During this
tive the judge told him he would not permit another change of la.yers. Then whea Foremen
bgsged for help frou the State because he couldn't afford it(!) the public defender was
assigned as co~oounsel, over Hsy's objectionse The fact is that he refused ever to see
the public defender, who would, as Ray suspected, have sold him out, They never win a
case, It ia be, Hugh Stanton, who 30 minutes after buing assigned to the case and before
Ay, study of th. fact,law or potential . idence, started working on the deal, with Foromenk
o.ke Do you blome Hay? And “hen the judge sald he wa: Book:d with t.e sell-outs, what wap

he to do but what he did, go through with the deal and jgmedigtely appeal. Whem he wrote
the letter I reproduce and got no answer, he had hias brother Jerry get enother lawyer,
Jerry is a racist. He came up vith a man named Ryan, who went to the jail to get Ray's
signature on apreals pepers and was denied amdission. Agaian, I could go on and on, and
* give you a glimmer of the kind of show you gould have had. Ray was under artificial
lights, with two closed-circult IV and two tape recorders 24 hours a day for gight months.
de never knew if i1t was day or alght, and he couldn’t aven see Hanes in private., Hanes had
to show his notes to the guard when ho left the cell. *ry this one on Lee Bailey if you
doubt my interpretation of its legmlmeaning, and ask hinm to consuli
the controlling decision, When the man then judge was DA he held Asheraft undor lights and
questioned him for 36 hours, cnding in a confession, The Supreme Vourt reversed. But that
same judge held that eight months of it was not *undue duress”, the words of the statute,
When this point was raised on appeal by Ray s new and wolunteer and unpaid lavyers, the
new judge held that undue duress was not pressnt because Hay wes not in chains and then not
buried ina a sweat boxe If you want his words on tape and in the decismion, ask old friond,

Haybe you have gonc show bis. I can't believ: it, But of all the fact about the crime
and whether any of the institutions and protections of soclety worked, of all you could
hgve given your people thut they need for the Sunctioning of a dedent socioty, askg toure
self what you did give besides a fat plug for a fat loterary whore, a book that can at
best further corrupt an already corrupt society. What do they now know, though you, of
how King was Idlled or how society worked? What one fagt did you give? And were you no%,
really, very unfalr to me, handicapped as I was by being on the phone and then by your
requests that I take it easy on Frank and be short while you let him f£illibu:ter?

S8incerely, Harold Weisberg



