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Are Joun fedigen
ABRA-TY

0830 H. ¥allura Court.
Chiesgo, Ill.

Deer Xr. Madigsn,

After taping your show in Jsauary 1967, I was 12f% with tae ingrezaien
you Beve a disteate for tle subject of the gsssmsinatish ~f John Zennedy or the
vigor with whica L pursus my besliafs plua the eagar of wileu I am capable and
usually displey in t.& fscs of misreprescntstion, Brisfly, I fsel %ke intergity
of goverpment ani seolaty are lnvolved, naking a Zflvalous =%:itude towsrd feot
a0] #uat 1 ususlly emcounter ead tuet: day did fece, s willingness to fnprovise
1t both eniirely 1nnsg§§iate nndl a natlonal iisscervice.

Prior to tust Fbow 1l ned offersd t- nelp Dlmer Certz in hls dafenss
of Fuby, Thisz is net Taczuse I neld Fubysin Llvu estesm or orasidsped hin in-
nncent but- taemise L bulleve tue lsw must te Ponored, tust all defendsats are
a:mally antisled £o 1%3 =rotection a1l bacanes eon tihln sutlact wa vary mich
require viadls Judiciel dsterainetisnz of fact. I ind dried to prass da Uslvin
Balll the uss nf proaf of perjury by @ major witness sgeinst Puby. Felll had
ne fatersst, but you will find thet when snotber laysyer pursusd this on s-naal,
1t L2 begel o~ tha wga of 48 taskimeny of tals 2 fzer whe o0 parjured hisge
salf that the wpasl was uphold, Yer -ny recall Puby died befars tis nes trial,
had fuat besn bBuried wien we 112 tus4 ghaow,

There wn3 no 7o8aidility of persan=l gsin %5 ne in deing your saow,
I did it befsuse tiue invitation was to ennfront .lbert Jenner, one ol Tiy Jone
mizsi-m'a senior soumsel. .1ltusuga I waz 5 da tores bours of lets-nicat rodio
in Jeshington that night. Tuls elone wsde s very long sn: omotionally~exitausting
day el 1t. 1 flaw through s blizzapd to conlroat Jeaner on your aidaw, The trdp
back was by far tue rougho:t + haod evew hed (witu tis Le=% Chlevwen 4 iv'a
aver tasted, ton). ke taping wws delsyed. I suent tade $ime =1i%h Elmer sna his
wife in y~ur epeck dar. ¥e Aisoussed the sesmesination, It wwsas onvieus he 414
not dlatinguisi betweer fact and what he wreferrad $o B feci. I coutinnad him
ot ¥~ o this an comars, exmleinindas tint I ocould not uncontastedly permit ss
much nisinformatian to b» nresentad. s feet to o meny pesple. Hoe 1t bevpene that
other Comission counsel, 4nd Jenner, tad aceepted TV srresrances end, witueut
exce-tien, concelled taen for one spuriou: reaszon or snntier wiaen tuey lesrned
they ware tr-confrent me, I% mesnt rmeb %t» na %a be ohle, finslly, %o confroat
oné ~any oné. ‘hen Jenner felt be ksl %o, ba told you ond, wuether Yr nnd veu
beliew: it, vou told y-uvMsudisnes he hed sudienly remembe 78 hftatmas mrty bs
had t» sttend! The second meekx of January!



If you tuink 1 in aly way misreprescnt tLis, you can invite Mr, Jennar
%o face me now, wuen we certeinly Las no Christmas perty.

Fernsps thie stort secount can help you understend how & felt ¥ hen wo
tired that show,

But the purpose of tuis letter is not ¢ Lelsted explanation, It is to
s8ek 8n wppsarsnce now, for e speciel, non=profit purpose imrortent to me snd, I
talini, the people of the country, especiaslly Cnicago. Shermsn Skolnie} hes done
2 toorougaly reprabensible tting that hse s lready done muck herm and threstens
still wore. I want to expose this end aim, If I c£ad the fare to Ch&cegp, tais
woull Ge no problem, for there ere shows on which I em w2lcome. But these ahows
ncve no budget for guests' costs,

I am awsre, Luf/'freil memory does not decsivs e, thst 8t the time of
toe Koerner decision, yol were among those wiao, in cne %9y or snoiler, round 1t
poesaible to defsnd bim, I suggest acthing wrong in this, do not kuiow enough
about the fact to nsve 8n opinion, 1 sa aware tust Le Las dons fins pudlic sorvice,
I em also awars tust Muassolini bezan political life 88 8 socialist,

In recent yeura I have conpleted four booksl asve 2ot been sble to
82t printed. They exist in limited, xerox editions, Tuey ere elso the toughast
books on tais Bubject yet., You will find one ol tuem currently of considersble
slgnificance, It was, within the past week (in confidence) used ss tue t-ais of
the newest nppeel for James Bsrl Resy, It {s en over-largs toek, in part Secouse
with the unpublishebility of thie subject 1 have had o racaat nyself into the
ariter who =mst maks tha record, unt mest standerds nf commercial acceptebility,
*lthough I do not deesive nyself into telievine 1: will happun, thls bas: hns
enouzh to warrant a trial for Pay (Bs tes naver nsd ons) ard ta cause the d1z-
barment of avery lawyer involvad tn the time he copred a plea, 4sids from s
lengthy a~pendix o# once-sucpressed evidencs, cut to 109 Iagaaz, tals Book has
mors then & tuird of 5 millinn words of text. 1t i{s eslled Coyr D'ETAT. 41though
coryrigated, taz title haa tesn taker by others once &6nd 12 ebout tn be borrowed
2goin. It includes two “aicago stories, one of waiecn was, in part, well nown,
Tuhe other was antirely unitiowmn,

hsther it was tie day 4 taped your saow or tus next time I wea ia
your building, to 4~ s show wit: Jerry ¥illismes, I do not now racall. But onm
one of tie occasions your receptionist hsided me & letter from someane still
unknown to mep witn a tip on the arrest of Thomas Yelles, Since then, with mome
difficulty, + heve pursued » succeesfyl investigation, bringine dut of ¢thet
literary gplckssnd in the National srenives whet toe Commission and the mur asught
to hide, & youfg former reporter, then living in Chicago, followed up for me some
of ths yaterisl I develo-ed. In order to mnke 1t possitle for him to domthis for
me, 4+ had to provids bim with coples of tue withheld oevidence. Ee 1s s friend
of & faculty collesgue of Skolnick, In fact, =t that time he worked in the building
bousing Columbis College, When Skolnick, not yet heving resd the Warren Reporeg,
not even knowming the litereture in the field, deelded this was »p area in waleh
he might get birself more publicity, this men introduced my delper and Skolnick,
on Februery 7 of tuis year, sfter tae sppeerance of tue “niesgo *ournslism Review
for darch, withu i1ts forecsat of indictments egalnsgt “hlcsgo police in the Black
Panther metter « and witn 8gt, Deniel Oroth tae key may in the Vallee coverup-
Skolnick founs tue fierce Plessure too hasty to stays “e got my meterisd from
this young men ty subterfuge and mi arepresentstion. First, with utter irrespon-
8ibility, he sired it on WROV {heving first, witoout success, mede a play for
jour station), Then hem persuaded %CFL to aszociste toemselves witn bim. For

8eversY wecks he had a reported nsmed Fahn with him, nowing notbing sbout the



subject and overwhelmed %ith my stolen decumants, Poln and the stetion wers
Lupressed. But te tuls day, incredible ss it mny seem, no single “hicego
reporter has cinecked Skolnick out or, if eus hes, no psrt of the medis hes
presented the truth, Tae result of to: ECPL colleboratior was e spurious

and defamstory "sult”, It is utterly and completely without ariginelity, save
when 1t presents invention es fact, has no legel eterding, end is legnlly
incompetent teyond my capseity to deseribe to you in wesnirgful terms, It

is this suit, which 1= bound to be thrown out of court, thst prezently holds
great danger to the cause of truth. Whan ¢ cese sllegedly =gzainst the goverhment,
in #bich suppresaion i: felsely slleged, 18 thrown out of court, tuere will be
r2tlonsl uesdlines proclaiming tie verity of tiae Wasrren Report snd berelding
tost there iz no suppression of evidence in the President's murder.

, There is, of course. Rether thsn face tLe suits they krow I em
preparing to file-~nd preperstion, unlike Skolnick's contrivance, 12 a tivee
consuning, poivsteling tosk = I am farcing the delivery nf soms., In aonfideanee,
ot 8t all far pressnt siring (for I d- not esek zenestion end I Lolievs woen
such dete 1= precented, 1t s2ouldl be es ecnmplete ns peszible spd in prom
condext), I sm proyered to show y-u whet rasuirss nemaxnertiae s recomize
a8 the totel destrustion of the officisl Pfiction abeut the asssassinetion,
smong the mrst shecking offieisl dncuments 4in cur history., :gsin in confi-
@once, I tell you that, aftar holling back, lyingz anx® Aeceivinz ta the moment
of ultimate truth, eourt atvnesrance 4n = suit I fled, tac zovernment has
just geemised tr deliver what vou would net beliav~ 4% waulad dare supnress, the
nfficinl records of s publie trislt zlthouzh © hed tue ~ffietal rreef tuey bagd
confisented tils record, toe Justice Yepartment insistasd taey 413 ndt cew it,
Se, thers is suppression and, wito cere nn: tue inveeimant of munslderacla time,
1 em doing scmetning stet 1%, in = re:ronsivle way,

st Skolnick claims ths irchives "relesse’” tiey 41d not. They ~ake
no relesses, The Valle€filee were never witineld/ They vers merely hiddem, I got
them. #net he cleims tuey are still suprreseing, frewm the See-at Service, tuey
do not bave end never d1d asve. I could go on ind-finitasly, but I zive YU 8
simple, compresharsible tast ysu cen moke for yourself, This fiction osll A o
suit, the sole nurrose of shicn 1s to publicize Skolniek at wortever cost,
61leges the records of tu» purchese »f the slleged assesairetior wespon cnulsd het
bs found im Chkiecago. :nd he talks of & -ysterinue lsteenight telenione cnll to
Klein's, wialen aold the weepon (end lifted from my secopd herk, where the
Secret Service renort eppears in facsimile). The truth 31+ this recard af archsse
is central to the %arren Repert, was found b«fore the next dey davned, in the
niddle of & role of mierofilm, and i3 vrintsd in freeimile in tie erren Heport
itself (pege 120). The chepter titled "The sssmssin” begina #ith 1t} You esn
read nis "guit”, look et the Varren Kerort or, wist msy be easier, puoue Seymour
#asldmsn, at Klein's,

In sibort, sev: for invention, tuere 1= no reel fsct in Skolnick's
suit that he uidn't stesl from me, He was Not content tc stesl, he B d to
embroider. I do not esy "stesl” ez & figure of speech, ue never asked the
srchives for énything~ever. Yst ke cosrres they suprress? now esuld oe know,
witiout esking? ue did not ev:n do wust weuld be no less fish-nest, ssk for uis
own copies of wust 4 hed turned up. #e used my copies, whico have added and
resdily-ldentifisble markings added fer snecisl purpoaes. I taink the airing of
the origirsls, with these mdded marking=, and taeir feithful reproduction by
Skolnick, the only thimg fnithful in all h- has dons, would b~ dramatic,

Here is tue man who claims the honorsble surpeose of cleansing the
ecurts, of upholdin- tbe law, Yet he prnstitutes both for personsl purposes.



de goes so for sa te ssk tust the Freadom of Infarmatlon Law be declared
unconstizutional, and the press is silent. Toe lew proscribes, properly,
eertain slepe that must bz veken before i1 csn bte invoked. If 1t did not,
salf-gsekers like Skolnick would Arive tue governmint crazye. Beglopinz wi th
even a siuple recucst for tue nmsterisl, he was not tsken & single en=z of tuese
steps. Yot this is the "lpgal resenarciher”, toe men you stotion snd every other
one deseribed ss an investigetor into tuas fuet of tue sasaszinstione I suggest
the ebuse of boti law snd courts by o men clelning tie opprsite, clasiming
ciskonesty spd evil purpose in atiers, 1s more reprefiensibls 4bon whet e

nes rllegsed eoxzinst cotlhers.

%o not lose sight of the fact thet in all thls Lo bas deflumed those
who ¢annot respond. fie has charged hicagp Secret Service sgents as being pert
of the 2szsszinstion conspirecy.

Lltheourk my sscond ook attritutse » coverup to tos Secre
in 1ts title, eni praved 1%, I huve defenisd tis wents &zalned such Laarg~
befnre, notebly wien MMuncagstsr'a ook ulgea‘eu. se} E oln‘"k ceetn me in tis
role of defander of tota tae hecret rervics and tue Nationcl ircalves, while

1 am »lso their severest logitimete critic, Taie, I mope you cun £6e, &lso

suows thet thoze of uz Joiny ssrious rsseeron end writing seek ths trutia, nol
sensatisnalism. Sut 1% 1s 8 switens L Qove s file inches tulck of suits I am
preparing sgoinct Sue ‘rekives, Tue lsw gives them bae cepubility ol stalling,
e they use sud sbuse it. iy letest sppesl, which tie levw requires bs responded
Yo promptly, hag hed no reztonse in =meversl montha.s Tut for s suld tn succesd,
far it not to ba fosszel out, vz Skolnicl'z w111 te on v ereus greun iz, 4ll
tieee giministrntive romediee st be sought. ‘

Since the ext -naive “ubl‘*£f¢jcn Skolnick's cureer of personel

mublieity, 1 iove soucht srens of gettifs o Chicogezfor iwe rurposes: to file

a counter-sult =n ¢ expose Linm., ssids from ths Interset clesmet o 28, I would
bons thare remnin aedis reorle interceted cneuszh fn Zonsst ceurds 20l honast
rmeittegta on elqenadne tnem to 511 ¢he neople o Ubleser wihvt iz done in

this neme. I dov €-und $uet orparently I con fila such o suld by =uil, «nd * heve,
I heve gont Skolniok = eovy, I Love sent tue U.l.Msrekel @ enpy to eerve, I
neve notified 4P, whdch gove nim so big & =2%-ry, =ud thers vs been & sllence

toat to me 1= shaereful, 4nis sult sesks on injunesion sgeiust any otosr Inpro-

per uge ~f the motzpial and the disvicess)l witia rrajudice of nd: frivolity.
Especlelly beceuse there hze been no onversge, Lowever, do * believe {1t 1:¢ i:port=-
ent tn exrpoese Sknlnick, to dlismesncinta his contrivance from zny legitimate
eriticisn of the gzovernment'e conduet in investf guting the nsssazinstion and,
ehove nll, from lﬁgitim*ta ehisrges »f resl survression,

Trhus I acgk you s chmnca to alr tie doeumentary rroef of Ythe Mmregoing,
=8 Skolniek hns nad suen en uninpedsd echrnoe ta do. Therasfisr 1 would welsome
# chanse to esnfront bim. I prodict you will Tind tusd 1£ 1 dn get a chsnecs %o
eir tblg, he will hove na stémwsch for confrontatinn.

If veu tuiny there iz tie voesibllity of zersensl zein in tid: for
me, try snd buy one of ~y books in Vialosgoa

1 spolegize for tuds lengthy intrusion int~s your busy desy. I regurd it
ez lapertent eacugh, -owever, %o Lave svent sn eerly Sundsy mornlug writing 1te 1
dc hope vou will find it roesitle to enebls me to do tals, If you do, #ithout
gome cur nipping at my heels, ynu will set e cerefully-undarststed precscntstion
of evidence tuet can te esmitted in court, snd overwne luing cese, complete with
coverirgz letters ~ever tue ore Skolnlck Lo flssbicg from wiien I ellainsted the
nome of the sddressee, Bincerely, ifercld Weisberg



