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11/7/86
I
Mr, Herb Howard 4 ‘fﬁ

WBEM, Chicago 5%k3

Dear'Mr. Howard,

¥hen I tried to phone you sbout an hour ago I placed it reverse for two
ressens: we hive no dough and you could refuse the ceall (the o-har talk stations

have told me tomeall collect the few times I do); and I'd hed no esrlier chance %o
write.

As soon es I finished writing whet I hed tn get done todoy 1 triad &~ et you
know of what I fhink will make a8 good program for Mr. Willisms thet ean -lso be
relatively short, his 1s news in the sense that the p=vers huven't ca1riod 1t snd
I've given it to only one other radio stathon, on the esst cc-st.

I have the officisl list ol "evidence” transferred from the Department of
Justice to the Nathonsl srchives 8 week 8gos It 1s 2 resl can of worms - almost
entirely junk, trivie and tresh. There are a few items that are vslid if you
assume Oswald is the vssessin, like the rifle, mxpityx empty shells picke: up
in tho Daslles ares, snd & few employment records. Nothing shettsring in any event,
despite the hesdlines,

Vhat the government did is to move this stuff accross 3eventh Street - from

SRR the west sile Yo the esst - and o seize whut was privete property. 4gain, except

“- for the rifle, nothing of value. Ruth Paime may heve & different opinion, bsesuse,
Lw{y"/&f for unexpfglnu; susons, her Minox was also seized. '

Thare sre sbout ¢ dozen exhibits or eupty envelopes, used sud unus cd; Smas,
greeting, posial, calliug (secreterisl service), chenge of eddress and subs eription
(LIFE) cards; toilet erticles (whose not speciried); Marire's sewinyg b=sket, with
religious medsl and nsilfile; ber patterns, sewing end crocheting instruetinns;
recipes £nl = c0uabo k; bzaby-cere litersture; the birth cortificestes of both kids;
an sssortment of wallets and tie clasps; a second~hand msgezine wrapper; stationery,
includinz with flowered bdrder, blank; » writing tablet, presumssbly blank; & mess
p&ss; two peperback len Flemings; two volumes of Wells's "Outline of History"{ a
book of Top Velue trading stamps; embroidery information} sn ssacriment of wate ches;
¢ gopy ol the Laticn and repriats from the New Hepublic; dictionaries; vsrious
educetional aids, including shorthsnd; & Seers Roebuck cetalogus; the second-h:nd,
cheap camers Osweld gave his nlece in 1958, when he was s boy} his library cards:
ammunition bought by the govermment; etc.

What an additiocn to out nsticnal tressure! How worthy of ensbrlninﬁ in the
Nationsl irchiveal

Tbis is what the sciing &t.ornet genersl "determined that the national' .
interest required bte placed in the erdhive, with the President's cln*h@ 30 bhat
"the entirs boly of 2vidonces...be preserved intact.” ;

Thare is, of course, much more to the story - much worss - thon a buanch of
Junk. I had two stories tc¢ get done and mel led on it end the pletur-s and Brays,
hence could ret writc sconere I do not know ahen you will g2t this or if it will
interest you. I think it will oubrege most people, I'll msil it in the o.m.vhen
I'm in Yoehinsten, Torlght ic the only night this wewk I know I'm free. I may be
fres two others, not tocmorrow, ths eighth, and not the 9th or 10th, I'1) knew which
tomorrew. I expect thet oas o the obther two nights I'1l be broadcssting frowm 9-12,
our time. It is becsuse I thought this might interest Mr. Willisms and except for this
one steticm has It thst I phoned, Siacercly, Harold weisberg
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