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Sunday, A
pril 30,1972 T

H
E

 W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

 P
O

ST
 

T
V

 R
eporter Fired O

ver L
etter on C

ourt O
rder 

B
y E

dw
ard W

alsh 
W

ashington P
ost S

taff W
riter 

A
 reporter for a B

altim
ore 

telev
isio

n
 statio

n
 h

as b
een

 
fired

 in
 an

 ap
p
aren

t d
isp

u
te 

o
v
er a letter u

rg
in

g
 th

e sta-
tion not to allow

 law
 enforce-

m
en

t o
fficials to

 v
iew

 film
 

tak
en

 tw
o
 w

eek
s ag

o
 d

u
rin

g
 

disturbances at the U
niversity 

o
f M

ary
lan

d
's C

o
lleg

e P
ark

 
cam

pus. 
T

h
e rep

o
rter, A

rth
u
r W

. 
G

eiselm
an

, 4
6
, said

 h
e w

as 
fired late F

riday afternoon by 

B
ren

t 0
. G

u
n
ts, m

an
ag

er o
f 

W
B

A
L-TV

. 
G

u
n
ts said

 y
esterd

ay
 th

at 
the dispute w

as "purely an in-
ternal m

atter." H
e declined to 

com
m

ent further. 
G

eiselm
an said he w

as fired 
because of the distribution to 
o
th

er n
ew

s m
ed

ia o
f a letter 

to
 G

u
n
ts fro

m
 all o

f th
e sta-

tion's 29 new
s departm

ent em
-

playees urging defiance of any 
court orders to produce film

 
of the U

niversity of. M
aryland 

antiw
ar disturbances. 

L
ast w

eek, P
rince G

eorge's 

C
o
u
n
ty

 S
tate's A

tto
rn

ey
 A

r-
thur A

. M
arshall Jr. obtained 

a co
u
rt o

rd
er d

irectin
g
 o

ffi-
cials of three W

ashington area 
television stations to produce 
all film

s taken during the dis-
tu

rb
an

ces, w
h
ich

 o
ccu

rred
 

A
pril 18, 19 and 20. 
M

arsh
all's o

ffice F
rid

ay
 

b
ack

ed
 d

o
w

n
 fro

m
 th

at d
e-

m
and, saying it had a right to 

see th
e film

 b
u
t th

at "as a 
p
ractical m

atter in
sistin

g
 o

n
 

that right could endanger the 
p
erso

n
 o

f n
ew

sm
en

 o
n
 th

e 

scenes of later disturbances, if 
any." 

G
eiselm

an said W
E

A
L

-T
V

 
d
id

 n
o
t receiv

e, an
 o

rd
er to

 
produce its film

, but that sta-
tio

n
 em

p
lo

y
ees feared

 o
n
e 

m
ig

h
t b

e fo
rth

co
m

in
g
. O

n
 

T
uesday, he said, the new

s de- 
p
artm

en
t em

p
lo

y
ees sen

t 
G

unts the letter urging him
 to 

"stan
d
 fast ag

ain
st th

ese ef-
fo

rts to
 su

b
v
e
rt th

e
 F

irst 
A

m
endm

ent of th U
.S

. C
on-

stitution." 
G

eiselm
an

 said
 h

e "an
d
 a 

couple other guys" later de-
cided to distribute copies of 
the letter to other new

s m
edia 

in B
altim

ore because "w
e felt 

there should be a public airing 
of the issue." 

G
u
n
ts fired

 h
im

 less th
an

 
tw

o hours before he w
as to ap-

p
ear o

n
 th

e statio
n
's 7

 p
.m

. 
n
ew

s p
ro

g
ram

, G
eiselm

an
 

said. 
G

eiselm
an

, a fo
rm

er re-
porter for the B

altim
ore E

ve-
n
in

g
 S

u
n
, h

as w
o
n
 sev

eral 
aw

ards for his reporting. 


