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Deur iichael,

Timaks for the informsetion you have on your antecedents. iy heloted interest in
my own coues, I think, from ry readings about the holocaust and related masters and from
the Terment in that part of the world in recent vesrs. When I was young and later, when
I stayed averly-occupied with work, I had lit*le or no such interests. and now I'm
learning that this also was true of all uy relstives of my generation (I'm the oidest
of us) of whon I know. How:ver, o feu of them also developed similar interests in sheir
seniority and I'm learning a little from then., One hus been trying o putl the roots and
the jimbs on a family tree. Froa hin I'ye learned that there were more of my paternal
grandfather's géners+ion than I'd known shout.

4s I understand i%, as Jews were forced to seek further ssnctusries and they
spread into Europe, those in Germany were forced %o adopt Germanic names. Some of them
moved eastward and south. So we have Germanic nawes, often :pelled in different ways by
immigration persomnel, Thus we may or may not, if *raced back far enough, have common
ancestors.

I3 you know your grandmother's maiden name, when you write again, piease teli me
and 111 see whether that coincides with :ny of the family names I've learned. By which
I mean faniles by marrisgs.

I've learned that my paternal cide care fron the town of Baronovka, vhich is on
the SLUC &iver, which was years ago the border with Poland. That ares was particularly
devastated by the Nazis, but it seems that the Soviet gnvernmen® was able %o and did
move many to ssfety before the Nazis could get to theme Frorm a bock -'ve Just finished,
Why Did 4phe Hesvens Mot Darken, by Princeton Historian imo Mayer, I've lewrned that
some remained behind and becaue partisans, waging gueridias war ssuinst the Nasmise I
understand this book has coue cut recently as a paperback.

Soue of my paternal relatives also did not leave the Ukraine but I know nothing
about them. Those who could get out spread around the western hemisphere, although I
never heard of any in Cansda. Some went %o Argentina, for exanmple.

wiite a few of the Jews of that area did swrvive the Nezis. I have a boyhocd
frisnd who was 12 when he got here. In recent Yyear:, when his work fook him there, he
was able %o lccate relatives he remembered. That was in Kiev, Jdch is a mujor Ukranian
city and a center of culture there,

I' glad you were able %o get a set of the 26 volumes. They are scarce and are,
aside from being a prize possession, will become more vulusble with the passing of time.

i'n sorry you won't have acces: to the records we've been able to Fforce the 0 Van
ernment %o disgorge. I have about a third of a million pages of them.
P.S« I had a cousin lichael, of ny and best wishes,
father's generation (}?/’
A, 1{;”;/ 2
Harold Weisbetg
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