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The University of Georgia 
School of Law 

June 23, 1995 

Mr. Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, Maryland 21702 

Dear Mr. Weisberg, 

I have just finished reading your latest book on the JFK assassination, Case Closed.  

Enclosed please find copies of my three most recent articles on the assassination. 

Please keep up the good work, and remember that there are millions of Americans who have 
had their eyes opened because of your important work. 

Very truly yours, 

Donald E. Wilkes, Jr. 
Professor of Law 
706-542-5179 

tsmIDEW 
Enclosures 

Athens, Georgia 30602-6012 • Telefax (706) 542-5556 
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution 
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*Russell's objections 
...from page 1 
krilution Nov. 20, 1966, Russell expli-
citly stated he could not agree that 
Oswald acted alone. He could accept 
the conclusion that Oswald fired the 
shots that killed JFK, but he could not 
rule out the possibility that Oswald was 
part of a conspiracy. 

In the interview Russell also dis-
agreed with the report's single bullet 
theory: the theory that one of the bul-
lets fired from behind the presidential 
limousine struck JFK in the back, 
exited the front of his neck, and then 
struck Texas Gov. John Connally. 

The Warren Commission embraced 
the theory in its report to try to explain 
why films show JFK and Connally 
both reacting to wounds in less than 
the amount of time it takes to fire two 
shots from the rifle supposedly used by 
Oswald. Without the theory, the Com-
mission would have been forced to 
acknowledge the existence of multiple 
gunmen. 

On Jan. 19, 1970, less than a y:ar 
before his death, Russell again pro-
Claimed his doubts about the Warren 
Report, this time in a television inter-
view. Although professing to have not 
"the slightest doubt" that Oswald fired 
the fatal shots, Russell went beyond his 
1966 remarks and stated flatly that he 
"never believed that Lee Harvey 
Oswald assassinated President Kennedy 
without at least some encouragement 
from others." 

Russell added: "I think someone else 
worked with him." 

When the Warren Report was pub-
lished other members of the Warren 
Commission also had silent doubts. 
Sen. John Sherman Cooper as well as 
Rep. Hale Boggs shared some of Rus-
sell's concerns, but, like Russell, did 
not speak out at the time. 

The documents recently found in the 
UGA Library include a dissenting 
statement prepared by Russell but 
omitted from the Warren Report. 
Whether Russell intended to have his 
dissenting statement published in the 
report is unknown. Something that 
might throw light on the matter, the 
transcript of the final meeting of the 
Warren Commission held on Sept. 18, 
1964, two days after Russell dictated 
his dissenting statement, disappeared 
(apparently from the National Arc-
hives) years ago. 

The existence of the dissenting state-
ment proves the doubts Russell first 
publicly voiced in 1966 dated back to 
even before the report was issued. 

In his dissenting statement, dictated 
on Sept. 16, 1964, Russell disagreed 
with the Warren Report view that JFK 
and Connally were hit by the same bul-
let, and also disagreed with the report's 
conclusion of no conspiracy. In Rus-
sell's judgement, the insufficiency of 
the evidence gathered against Oswald 
"preclude(d) the conclusive determina-
don that Oswald and Oswald atone, 
without the knowledge, encouragement 
or assistance of any other person, 
planned and perpetrated the 
assassination." 

Russell's plan to resign from the 
Warren Commission is reflected in an 
entry on his desk calendar for Feb. 
22/23, 1964: "write Pres J & Resign 
from Commission." In a two-page let- 
ter of resignation addressed to Presi-
dent Johnson dated Feb. 24, 1964, but 
never mailed, Russell complained the 
Commission was scheduling, holding, 
or cancelling meetings without notify-
ing him. Why Russell changed his 
mind about resigning is unexplained. 

The passage of a quarter-century has 
confirmed many of Sen. Russell's 
doubts about the Warren Report. 
Almost every major study of the JFK 
assassination since 1975 has rejected 
the single bullet theory, although there 
is disagreement as to whether this 
necessarily means more than one gun-
man shot at JFK. 

A 1977-78 congressional reinvestiga-
tion of the assassination specifically 
found that the FBI and the Warren 
Commisison failed to investigate 
adequately the possibility of a conspi-
racy to assassinate JFK and that the 
CIA was deficient in supplying infor-
mation to the Commission. The con-
gressional committee concluded, con-
trary to the Warren Report, that JFK 
probably was assassinated as a result of 
a conspiracy, although the committee 
did not know who the members of the 
conspiracy were. Where the Warren 
Commission found that Oswald fired 
all the shots at the president's limou-
sine, the congressional committee 
found it highly probable that two gun-
men did the shooting. 

It is no wonder that the Warren 
Report has failed to withstand the test 
of time. As Sen. Russell's public pro-
nouncements and his previously undis-
closed papers show, even members of 
the Warren Commission didn't believe 
it. 

Donald E. Wilkes Jr. is a professor 
at the University of Georgia Law 
School. 
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UGA Professor hsays 
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recording released earlier this year by the L 
Johnson Presidential Library has brought to light 

important new facts concerning the Warren 
Commission's investigation of the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy. As a result of disdosure of the 
recording it is now evident, more than three decades after 
the assassination, that President Lyndon B. Johnson and 
three members of the Warren Commission (Sen. Richard B. 
Russell, Sen. John Sherman Cooper, and Rep. Hale Boggs) 
rejected the so-called single bullet theory, an essential part 
of the Commission's single-assassin thesis. 

Thirty years ago, on Friday, Sept 18, 1964, at 7:54 p.m. 
Sen. Richard B. Russell placed a long distance telephone 
call from his Georgia home to President Lyndon B. 
Johnson at the White House. Russell's purpose was to tell 
Johnson about what had happened earlier that day at the 
final official meeting of what Russell called "that dang 
Warren Commission,' of which he was a reluctant 
member. 

The recording of that conversation was not released to 
the public until Apr. 15, 1994. The recording confirms a 
well-established fact: Sen. Russell vehemently disagreed 
with the so-called single bullet theory, a key aspect of the 

continued on page 4A 
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Warren Commission's 1964 
report on the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy. The 
recording also discloses an 
amazing fact previously 
unknown: 181 agreed with Russell 
that the Warren Report's single 
bullet theory was unworthy of 
belief. 

The singie bullet theory is the 
theory that a nonfatal bullet fired 
from behind the presidential lim-
ousine pierced WK's back, exited 
his throat without hitting any 
bones, struck Texas Gov. 
Connally in the back, exited his 
chest after shattering ribs and 
puncturing a lung, smashed 
through his right wrist, and then 
came to rest, virtually intact, in 
Connally's left thigh. 

The proposed final draft of the 
Warren Report unconditionally 
accepted the single bullet theory 
as conclusively proved by the evi-
dence. However, due to objec-
tions by Russell and other 
Commission members at that final 
meeting on Sept. 18, 1964, the 
official version of the report 
endorsed the single bullet theory 
but refused to rule out other pos-
sibilities. Denying that the single 
bullet theory was essential b its 
overall conclusion that Oswald 
was the lone gunman in the sixth 
floor window, the report found 
'there is very persuasive evi-
dence' to support the single 
build theory and that the theory 
is 'most probably' correct, yet 
also (in deference to Russell's 
objections) acknowledged that 
certain 'factors have given rise to 
some difference of opinion as to 
this probability 

In his Sept. 18, 1964 tele-
phone call to President Johnson, 
Russell, after an opening 
exchange of pleasantries, immedi-
ately complained 'that dang 
Warren Commission business has 
whopped me dawn ... I was just 
worn down fighting over that 
damn report' 

A cause of the difficulties at 
the Warren Commission's final 
session, Russell made plain, was 
the single bullet theory: "Inhey 
was trying to prove that the same 
bullet that hit Kennedy first, was 
the one that hit Connaliy and 
went through him and went 
through his hand and his bone 
and into his leg and everything 
else ...' 

When LB/ asked, 'Well, what 
difference does it make which 
buffet got Connally?,' Russell 
answered: 'Well, it don't make 
much difference!' Then he  

added: 'But they said that _ the 
Commission believe's} that the 
same bullet that hit Kennedy hit 
Connally. Well, 1 don't believe 
le- 

L13,1 essicidy responded 'Well, 
I don't either!' 

Russell then gave LSI two rea-
sons for rejecting the theory: it 
corgradicted Connaliys testimony 
that he was hit by a different 
bullet, and it required the further 
finding--a finding accepted by 
the Warren Report—that one of 
Oswald's three shots missed the 
limousine entirely, which seems 
highly unlikely given the assass-
in's deadly shooting abilities. 

On Sept. 16, 1964, two days 
before Or call to till, Russell had 
dictated a dissenting statement 
detailing his many doubt about 
the single bullet theory and about 
the Warren Ccmerissions conclu-
sion that Lee Harvey Oswald, 
acting alone, had murdered 
President Kennedy. This dissent-
ing statement was not included in 
the Warren Report but is in the 
senator's papers at the UGA's 
Russell Library. Shortly after the 
Warren Report was released, 
Russell first made public his 
doubts about the Report when he 
told The Adana Constitution for 
Sept 29, 1964 that it still was not 
known whether Oswald had 
aced with the encouragement or 
knowledge of anyone else.' 
Russell attacked both the single 

- 

bullet theory and the lone assas-
sin notion in an interview pub-
Ished in The Manta Constitution 
Nov. 20, 1966. In an interview 
with WSB-TV In February 1970, 
less than a year before his death, 
Sen. Russell again voiced doubt 
about parts of the Warren Report 

Sen. Russell's objections to 
important findings of the Warren 

it has been known 
for years that ilk 

believed, not with- 
standing The Warren 

Report, that 
President Kennedy 
was  actaqsinated  by 

a conspiracy.' 

Report received further publicity 
when the senator's views were 
mentioned In various JFK rikassr, 
nation books, including notably 
Edward Epstein's inquest (19661, 
Harold Weisberg's Whitewash IV 
(1974), Bernard Fensterwald's 
Coincidence or Conspiracyt 
(1977), and Henry Hurt's 
Reasonable Doubt (1985). 

(For more information on the 
rejection of various findings in the 
Warren Report, including the 
single bullet theory, by Russell 
and otherrnembers of the Warren 

Commission, see Wilkes, "Ansel! 
Disagreed with OK Death 
Report,' The Athens Observer, 
Nov. 9, 1989, p. 1.) 

While Russell's disbelief in the 
single bullet theory has been well 
known for decades, Lffil's dis-
agreement with the theory is a 
surprising new discovery. 

it has been known for years 
that Lilj believed, notwithstanding 
the Warren Report, that President 
Kennedy was assassinated by a 
conspiracy. As a U. S. Senate 
report published in t976 reveals, 
a dose aide to LBJ told a high-
ranking FBI official in 1967 that 
Johnsen "is convinced there was 
a plot in connection with 
Kennedy's assassination.' In a 
1971 Interview with another 
former aide—an interview pub-
lished in Mantic magazine seven 
months after his January 1973 
death—LBJ reiterated his belief 
that the JFK assassination had 
been parr of a conspiracy. In the 
interview Johnson said that when 

he became president he had 
learned that America was 'meat-
ing a Murder, Inc. In the 
Caribbean' It appears LB) 
thought the JFK assassination a 
retaliation for CIA-Mafia murder 
plots in the early 1960's aimed at 
killing Cuba's Fidel Castro. 

When the Warren 
Commission, with knowledge of 
the distances and locations In 
Dealey Plaza, examined the  

famous Zapruder film it con-
cluded that less than 2 seconds 
elapsed between the eariiest point 
in time at which JFK could have 
been shot in the back, and the 
latest point in time when 
Connally could have been shot in 
the back 

However, it had also been 
established that it took at least 2.3 
secants to fire the 'Oswald rifle' 
twice (without aiming). If, there-
fore, there was only one assassin 
then both JFK and Connally must 
haw been struck in the back by 
the same rifle bullet—the single 
build. As Burt Griffin, a member 
of the Warren Commission staff, 
bluntly phrased it: 'To say that 
[JFK and Connally) were hit by 
separate bullets is synonymous 
with saying that there were two 
assassins.' 

The Warren Correnission was 
totally committed to the single 
assassin thesis—that Oswald, 
acting alone, fired all the shots 
with a Mannlicher-Carcano 6.5 
mm bolt-action rifle, that a total of 
three shod were fired, and that 
the shots cane from a window en 
the sixth floor of the school book 
depository. The Commission's 
slavish devotion to the single 
assassin notion, no matter what 
facts or leads the investigation 
uncovered, is widely recognized 
as one of the reasons the Warren 
Report Is deficient. 

Although the Warren 
Commission denied it, the truth is 
that without the single bullet 
theory the Commission would 
have been forced to abandon Its 
fundamental premise that Oswald 
was the sole assassln. It was not 
the inconclusive firearms tests, 
but the Commission's fixation 
with proving that Oswald acted 
alone, that induced the 
Commission to favor the single 
build theory. 

Three decades after publica-
tion of the Warren -Report, 
Americans are finally In a position 
to understand tine tetra* trine In 
1964, when the Warren 
Commission annowiced its find-
ings, the American people were 
being asked to believe a lone 
assassin scenario underpinned by 
a ballistics theory which, 
unknown to them, the President 
of the United States and nearly 
half of the members of the 
Warren Commission had deemed 
not worthy 01 belief. 

Donald E Wilkes is a 
Picasso, d Law at the University 
of Gonia. 
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flies in

 th
e face o

f O
sw

ald
's 

behavior after the assassination. 
In a vain effort to uphold the 

sin
g
le g

u
n
m

an
 th

eo
ry

, P
o
sn

er 
constructs an absurd account of 
th

e
 a

c
tu

a
l a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
: h

e
 

asserts that a lone O
sw

ald, w
ho 

w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e h
ad

 an
 easy

, u
n
o
b
-

structed shot as the presidential 
lim

ousine approached the T
exas 

S
ch

o
o
l B

o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
, fo

o
l-

ishly w
aited until the lim

ousine 
h

ad
 p

assed
 th

e D
ep

o
sito

ry
 an

d
 

w
as m

o
v

in
g

 aw
ay

 fro
m

 h
im

 
before firing, w

hen his target w
as 

h
ard

er to
 h

it; th
at O

sw
ald

 th
en

  

p
ro

ceed
ed

 to
 fire h

is first sh
o
t 

w
hile his view

 of the lim
ousine 

w
as o

b
stru

cted
 b

y
 b

o
th

 a tall 
street lam

p
 an

d
 a tree, rath

er 
th

an
 w

aitin
g
 th

e th
ree seco

n
d
s 

m
ore it w

ould take for the car to 
m

o
v

e to
 a p

o
sitio

n
 w

h
ere h

is 
view

 w
as unobstructed; that the 

first shot m
issed and his second 

sh
o
t, fire

d
 4

 se
c
o
n
d
s la

te
r, 

w
o

u
n

d
ed

 b
o

th
 JF

K
 an

d
 G

o
v

. 
C

o
n
n
ally

 (ev
en

 th
o
u
g
h
 n

o
n
e o

f 
th

e ey
ew

itn
esses th

o
u
g
h
t b

o
th

 
m

en
 h

ad
 b

een
 h

it b
y

 th
e sam

e 
bullet, even though C

onnally and 
h

is w
ife ad

am
an

tly
 m

ain
tain

ed
 

th
at C

o
n

n
ally

 w
as h

it b
y

 a sh
o

t 
fired after JF

K
 had already been 

hit, and even though the fam
ous 

Z
apruder film

 o
f th

e assassin
a-

tion show
s that C

onnally did not 
react to

 h
is in

ju
ry

 u
n

til seco
n

d
s 

after JF
K

 had reacted to w
ounds 

far less serious than C
onnally's); 

and finally, that 5 seconds later, 
u
sin

g
 a ch

eap
, flim

sy
, d

ilap
i-

dated, 25-year old second-hand 
rifle that sold for $2.00 w

holesale, 
O

sw
ald (a poor shot) w

as able to 
sh

o
o

t JF
K

 in
 th

e h
ead

 at a d
is-

tance of 265 feet (88 yards) w
hile 

th
e p

resid
en

tial lim
o
u
sin

e w
as 

m
o
v
in

g
 aw

ay
, d

o
w

n
h
ill, an

d
 at 

an angle from
 the sniper's perch 

in
 th

e D
ep

o
sito

ry
. P

o
sn

er ev
en

 
refers to

 th
e fatal h

ead
sh

o
t—

a 
shot w

hich w
ould have required 

th
e co

m
b

in
ed

 talen
ts o

f R
o

b
in

 
H

o
o

d
, W

illiam
 T

ell, an
d

 A
n

n
ie 

O
akley—

as -a sim
p
le sh

o
t" (1

) 
(C

ase C
losed, re 476). 

D
o

n
ald

 E
. W

ilkes 
P

o
sn

e
r's b

o
o
k
 is n

o
t ab

o
v
e 

statin
g

 as "fact" m
atters w

h
ich

 
are by no m

eans proven. 
T

o link O
sw

ald to the Italian 
rifle fo

u
n

d
 o

n
 th

e six
th

 flo
o

r o
f 

th
e D

ep
o
sito

ry
, P

o
sn

er asserts 
th

at in
 th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 

proceedings the F
B

I fiber experts 
w

h
o

 ex
am

in
ed

 th
e p

ap
er b

ag
 

O
sw

ald
 alleg

ed
ly

 u
sed

 to
 carry

 
the Italian rifle to the D

epository 
"d

isco
v
ered

 th
at th

e b
ag

 co
n
-

tain
ed

 m
icro

sco
p
ic fib

ers fro
m

 
th

e b
lan

k
et w

ith
 w

h
ich

 O
sw

ald
 

k
e
p

t h
is rifle

 w
ra

p
p

e
d

" in
 a

 
garage prior to the assassination 
(p. 225). In actuality, the F

B
I fiber 

ex
p
ert w

h
o
 testified

 b
efo

re th
e 

W
arren

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

 refu
sed

 to
 

m
ak

e a p
o
sitiv

e id
en

tificatio
n
, 

sta
tin

g
 (W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 

H
earin

g
s, v

o
l. 4

, p
. 8

1
): "A

ll I 
w

o
u
ld

 say
 h

ere is th
at it is p

o
ssi-

b
le th

at th
ese fib

ers co
u

ld
 h

av
e 

com
e from

 this blanket ..." 
In

 an
 attem

p
t to

 p
o

o
h

-p
o

o
h

 
th

e larg
e b

o
d

y
 of evidence th

at a 
hidden gunm

an fired at JF
K

 from
 

th
e g

rassy
 k

n
o

ll to
 th

e rig
h

t fro
n

t 
o
f th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
tia

l lim
o
u
sin

e
, 

P
o

sn
er h

eap
s sco

rn
 o

n
 th

e ey
e-

w
itn

e
sse

s w
h
o
 sa

w
 a

 p
u
ff o

f 
sm

o
k
e arisin

g
 fro

m
 th

e k
n
o
ll at 

th
e tim

e o
f th

e sh
o
o
tin

g
, assert-

in
g
 that 'since m

odern am
m

uni-
tion is sm

okeless, It seldom
 cre-

ates even a w
isp of sm

oke" (C
ase 

C
lo

sed
, p

. 2
5
6
). H

o
w

ev
er, th

e 
p

a
n

e
l o

f fire
a
rm

s
 e

x
ile

: is
 

retain
ed

 b
y
 th

e U
. S

. H
o
u
se o

f 
R

e
p
re

se
n
ta

tiv
e
s 	

S
elect 

C
o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

ssassin
atio

n
s 

(w
h
ich

 in
 1

9
7
7
-7

8
 rein

v
estig

ated
 



President John F. K
ennedy, Jr. w

as assas:nated on N
ovem

ber 22 1963. H
is death has 

stirred controversy as to the actual assallant(s) for 30 years now
. 

th
e JF

K
 m

u
rd

er) rep
o
rted

 th
at 

ev
en

 sm
o
k
eless p

o
w

d
er em

its 
resid

u
e an

d
 sm

o
k
e w

h
en

 a car-
tridge is fired; and the panel fur-
th

er rep
o
rted

 th
at w

h
en

 th
ey

 
te

st-fire
d
 th

e
 'O

sw
a
ld

" rifle
 

"so
m

e
 sm

o
k
e
 w

a
s o

b
se

rv
e
d
 

co
in

in
g
 fro

m
 th

e m
u
zzle o

f th
e 

w
eapon. 1" (H

ouse A
ssassinations 

C
o
m

m
ittee H

earin
g
s, v

o
l. 7

, p
. 

373.) 
C

onsider also P
osner's state-

m
ent of the "proof" that O

sw
ald 

k
ille

d
 T

ip
p
e
t, a

 k
illin

g
 th

a
t 

P
o
sn

e
r sa

y
s "is [th

e
] k

e
y
 to

 
u
n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 	

O
sw

ald
's" 

m
u

rd
er of JF

K
 (C

ase C
losed, p. 

280). F
our bullets w

ere rem
oved 

from
 the body of O

fficer T
ipaL

 
In

 1
9
6
4
, at th

e req
u
est o

f th
e 

W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
, ex

p
erts 

from
 the F

B
I C

rim
e L

aboratory 
co

m
p
ared

 th
o
se b

u
llets w

ith
 

sam
p
le b

u
llets fired

 fro
m

 th
e 

p
isto

l tak
en

 fro
m

 O
sw

ald
 after 

his arrest. T
he F

B
I experts deter-

m
in

ed
 th

at b
ecau

se th
e b

arrel 
h
ad

 b
een

 m
o
d
ified

 (ap
p
aren

tly
 

before O
sw

ald obtained it), bul-
lets fired from

 the pistol did not 
have sufficient identifying m

arks 
to be linked w

ith the pistol, and 
th

ey
 th

erefo
re co

n
clu

d
ed

 th
at, 

alth
o
u
g
h
 th

e b
u
llets in

 T
ip

p
et's 

body could have been fired from
 

O
sw

ald's pistol, it w
as "not pos-

sible" to say w
ith scientific cer-

ta
in

ty
 th

a
t th

e
y
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

(W
arren C

om
m

ission H
earings, 

voL
 3, p. 475). A

nother ballistics 
ex

p
ert retain

ed
 b

y
 th

e W
arren

 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
, Jo

sep
h
 N

ich
o
l o

f 
th

e C
h
icag

o
 P

o
lice L

ab
o
rato

ry
, 

also tested the bullets and agreed 
w

ith the F
B

I experts, except that 
N

ich
o
l claim

ed
 th

at h
is tests 

proved one of the T
ippet bullets 

h
ad

 b
een

 fired
 fro

m
 O

sw
ald

's 
p
isto

l. T
h
u
s N

ich
o
l claim

ed
 to

 
h
a
v
e
 p

ro
v
e
d
 w

h
a
t th

e
 F

B
I 

experts said it w
as "not possible" 

to
 p

ro
v
e
. T

h
e
 W

a
rre

n
 

C
om

m
ission accepted the view

 
of the F

B
I experts that the T

ippet 
b
u
llets co

u
ld

 n
o
t b

e sh
o
w

n
 to

 a 
scienti fi r- rot kai-oh, 

fired
 fro

m
 th

e O
sw

ald
 p

isto
l 

(W
arren R

eport, pp. 172,176), 
I
n
 1

9
7
8
 th

e
 H

o
u
s
e
 

A
ssassin

atio
n
s C

o
m

m
ittee h

ad
 

the T
ippet bullets exam

ined by a 
p
an

el o
f fiv

e firearm
s ex

p
erts 

w
h
o
, lik

e th
e F

B
I ex

p
erts, co

n
-

cluded that the bullets "could not 
b
e co

n
clu

siv
ely

 id
en

tified
 o

r 
elim

inated as having been fired 
fro

m
 th

e [O
sw

ald
] rev

o
lv

er.' 
(I-louse 	

A
ssassin

atio
n
s 

C
o
m

m
ittee H

earin
g
s, v

o
l. 7

, p
. 

371.) 
Y

et this is how
 P

osner states 
tha "facts" concerning O

sw
ald's 

pistol and the bullets that killed 
T

ippet: "O
n three of the bullets, 

th
e b

est th
e ex

p
erts co

u
ld

 co
n
-

dude w
as that the bullets had the 

sam
e characteristics as O

sw
ald's 

revolver, but they could not iso- 

fourth bullet had enough unique 
c
h
a
ra

c
te

ristic
s th

a
t it w

a
s 

m
atch

ed
 to

 h
is rev

o
lv

er to
 th

e 
ex

clu
sio

n
 o

f all o
th

ers." (C
ase 

C
losed, p. 279.) In a footnote sup-

posedly supporting this em
pha-

sized
 m

istru
th

, P
o
sn

er au
d
a-

c
io

u
sly

 c
ite

s th
e
 te

stim
o
n
y
 

N
ic

h
o
l g

a
v
e
 to

 th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 

C
onunissloni 

In claim
ing that O

sw
ald w

as a 
lo

n
er w

ith
 n

o
 ties to

 A
m

erican
 

intelligence agencies, P
osner dis-

m
isses su

m
m

arily
 a m

assiv
e 

am
ount of evidence that O

sw
ald 

had intelligence connections and 
freq

u
en

tly
 h

u
n
g
 aro

u
n
d
 w

ith
 

rig
h
t-w

in
g
ers, an

d
 refu

ses to
 

a
c
c
e
p
t th

e
 p

la
in

 tru
th

 th
a
t 

"loner" O
sw

ald associated w
ith 

intelligence operatives, including 
C

IA
 o

p
erativ

e an
d
 rieh

tw
in

a  

another far-rightist, ex-F
B

I agent 
G

u
y
 B

an
n
ister, b

o
th

 o
f w

h
o
m

 
had dose dealings w

ith O
sw

ald, 
th

e su
p
p
o
sed

 M
arx

ist, in
 N

ew
 

O
rleans in the sum

m
er of 1963. 

H
e also

 fin
d
s "u

n
d
erstan

d
ab

le, 
ra

th
e
r th

a
n
 sin

iste
r° (p

. 8
7
), 

O
sw

ald
's clo

se relatio
n
sh

ip
 in

 
T

e
x
a
s w

ith
 th

e
 m

y
ste

rio
u
s 

G
e
o
rg

e
 d

e
 M

o
h
re

n
sc

h
ild

t, a
 

w
ealth

y
, rig

h
t-w

in
g
, R

u
ssian

 
a
risto

c
ra

t w
h
o
se

 c
o
v
e
r w

a
s 

'p
e
tro

le
u
m

 e
n
g
in

e
e
rin

g
' a

n
d
 

w
hose entire life w

as steeped in 
intelligence w

ork. 
A

m
azingly, P

osner accepts at 
face value solem

n denials, sw
orn 

te
stim

o
n
y
, a

n
d
 a

ffid
a
v
its b

y
 

A
m

erican
 in

tellig
en

ce ag
en

cies 
d
en

y
in

g
 th

ey
 h

ad
 d

ealin
g
s w

ith
 

O
sw

ald, and appears to actually 
believe that the absence of proof 
in the files of these agencies that 
O

sw
ald w

as an intelligence agent 
d
em

o
n
strates th

at h
e w

as n
o
t 

such an agent. 
L

ike all single-assassin theo-
rists, P

o
sn

er can
 ad

v
an

ce n
o
 

p
lau

sib
le reaso

n
 w

h
y
 O

sw
ald

 
w

ould have desired JF
K

's death. 
T

here is no evidence that O
sw

ald 
ev

er said
 an

y
th

in
g
 b

ad
 ab

o
u
t o

r 
in

d
icated

 an
y
 h

o
stility

 to
 JF

K
, 

a
n
d
 th

e
re

 is e
v
id

e
n
c
e
 th

a
t 

O
sw

ald
 ad

m
ired

 JF
K

. T
h
e b

est 
ex

p
lan

atio
n
 h

e can
 o

ffer is th
at 

O
sw

ald w
as the classic lone nut, 

a w
ifeb

eater, a M
arx

ist, a m
al-

co
n
ten

t, a m
isfit; O

sw
ald

, h
e 

says, killed JF
K

 because he w
as 

"d
riv

en
 b

y
 h

is o
w

n
 tw

isted
 an

d
 

im
penetrable furies" (p. 472) and 

b
ecau

se h
e w

an
ted

 th
e "fam

e" 
and "glory' that crazies attribute 
to assassins w

ho kill notable per- 

p
erh

ap
s m

illio
n
s o

f p
eo

p
le as 

sick
 o

r stran
g
e as O

sw
ald

 su
p
-

p
o
sed

ly
 w

as, an
d
 th

ey
 d

o
 n

o
t 

attem
p
t p

resid
en

tial assassin
a-

tions; w
hy then w

ould he? A
nd if 

O
sw

ald
 w

an
ted

 to
 b

ask
 in

 th
e 

sp
len

d
o
r o

f b
ein

g
 a p

resid
en

tial 
assassin, w

hy after his arrest did 
h
e d

en
y
 g

u
ilt? W

h
y
, w

h
en

 h
e 

w
as su

rro
u
n
d
ed

 b
y
 th

e p
ress, 

w
h
en

 th
e cam

eras w
ere ro

llin
g
 

an
d
 th

e w
h
o
le w

o
rld

 listen
in

g
, 

did he not (like all previous pres-
id

en
tial assassin

s) g
lo

ry
 in

 h
is 

d
eed

 an
d
 b

rag
 ab

o
u
t it to

 th
e 

w
o
rld

? W
h
y
 d

id
 h

e in
stead

 say
, 

d
id

n
't sh

o
o
t an

y
b
o
d
y
," "I'm

 
just a patsy," and "I em

phatically 
deny these charges"? 

A
t the end of his book P

osner 
flatly

 claim
s th

at O
sw

ald
 "w

as 
the only assassin in D

ealey P
laza 

on N
ovem

ber 22,1963," and con-
tends that "N

o say otherw
ise" is 

"to m
ock the P

resident he killed" 
(p

. 4
7
2
). A

s u
su

a
l, P

o
sn

e
r is 

w
rong. T

o leap to the conclusion 
th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 is "a
 m

a
n
 w

ith
 

b
lo

o
d
 o

n
 h

is h
an

d
s" (p

. 4
7
2
), to

 
claim

 that there is overw
helm

ing 
ev

id
en

ce o
r scien

tific p
ro

o
f th

at 
O

sw
ald w

as the lone assassin, in 
d
en

y
 th

at th
e ev

id
en

ce ag
ain

st 
O

sw
ald

 is w
eak

, to
 ig

n
o
re th

e 
co

m
p
ellin

g
 ev

id
en

ce th
at JF

K
's 

m
o
to

rcad
e cam

e u
n
d
er g

u
n
fire 

from
 several directions, or to oth-

erw
ise try to cling to the quaint, 

o
b
so

le
sc

e
n
t n

o
tio

n
 th

a
t L

e
e
 

Ilarvey O
sw

ald alone killed John 
P

. K
ennedy, is w

hat really consti-
tutes m

ocking the truth. 

D
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. W
ry

 Jr. is a profea 
so
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e U
n
iversity o

f G
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d
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