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WASHINGTON, Dec. S—A group of San Diego buitnese-

ment, working with a right-wing specialist In direct-mail adver-

tising, is preparing to raise S3.000.000 to $5,000,000 in private 

contributions to welcome home United States prisoners of war. 

' 	The group plane to provide $2000 vacations for the returning 

prisoners and their families. 

Other parts of the privately organized plan include the 

distribution of bumper suckers and lapel buttons that say 

"Welcome Home POWs" as 
well as greeting cards to be 
mailed to the returning pris-
oner,. 
• Organizers of the yen tut a 
ha v e told potential sponsors 
that they hope to present each 
returning prisoner with 35000 
worth of gilts, including an au-
tomobile, portable television 
set. camera, luggage set, cas-
sette tape player, motion pic-
ture came r a, portable radio, 
subscription to Playboy maga-
zine and perhaps a year's sup-
ply of toiletries. 

The mailing is to be handled 
by Richard A. V i goilLe of 
Washingtorr—Ols boasted 
that he could defeat a liberal 
candidate nine times out of 10 
through a direct mail campaign 
by his company. 

One of Viguerifee I i r s t big 
victories was a successful Sen-
ate primary campaign In I%3 
by Max Rafferty, California.' 
ultraconservative superintend-
ent of public instruction. Raf-
ferty defeated Senator Thome' 
H. Ruche, the liberal Republi-
can who was his party's assist-
ant minority leader rn the Sen-
ate. 

Viguerie flooded Republica++ 
veil era with leaflets implying 
that vlaory for Kuchel would 
be a victory for the Commu-
nists. Alan Cranston, a liberal 
Democrat, defeated Rafferty in 
the general election. 

Literature being circulated to 
potential backers emphasizes 
mainly a humanitarian concern 
to express good will and affec-
tion toward the returning pris-
oners and to help their edit:la-
ment. One passage. however, 
sunnests that the sponsors still 
euppuri the Vietnam War ai a 
morel and legal American el-
fort.  

teed a "V le tna m Gift Pack" 
program in which 35.000,000 
worth of gifts-were-said to have 
been sent to U.S. soldiers in 
Vietnam. 

More recently. he organized a 
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In a ctstussioa of the reason 
for the private program to wel-
come home the prisoners, tart 
sponsors say: se 

"Day in and day out, the men 
have been subjected to a very 
soptusticated attempt oy the 
Communints to convince them 
that he American people have 
condemned the war as afloat. 
Immoral and illegal. Their cap-
tors, u s i n g selected clippings 
from our own preas, have pic-
tured the American rartnic as 
hostile and resentful" 

The explanation goes on to 
say that a forceful and unified 
expresnon by t h e An-.emcee 
people would -hetta heal the in-
ner wounds of their terrible or-
deal." 

The literature refers potential 
backers to a White House offi-
cial. Mel Stephens. consultant 
to the President on veterans' 
affairs, "for background infor-
mation on our organisation." 

Stephens said he was only 
vaguely familiar with the plan. 
He said that when two of the 
sponsors asked for an appoint-
ment, he asked the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation to clleck 
their names in its files. He said 
no derogatory information had 
been turned up. 

"Thus was just the standard 
securny check to be sune we 
weren't going to be suidbaaged 
by someone who wanted to use 
us for his own personal inter-
ests." Stephens said. 

He said that he had ascer-
tained for the White House that 
the private plan would rot-c.435-
flint with Government plena to 
handle the returning prisoners. 

The group is headed by Rog-
er Chapin. a San Diego ir.sur-
ante agent who earlier organ- 
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