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 d
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 b
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u
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t c
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 b
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A
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 m
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, b
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 b
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b
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 m
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 c
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t d
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c
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 m
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h
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h
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 b
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 c
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 d
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 d
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b
b
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r c
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 p

la
n
 fo

r M
c
C

lo
s
k
e
y
 

to
 sp

e
a
k. 
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 tn
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h
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 p
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t m
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f c
o
u
rs

e
, w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t w

a
n
t 

to
 co

n
fro

n
t th
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c
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 b
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 m
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 d
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b
b
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A
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 d
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b
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 p

u
t it in

 a
 w

a
y
 to

 m
a
k
e
 

s
u
re

 it w
o
u
ld

 b
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, b
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t d
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f c
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 c
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b
a
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 c
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g
o
, w
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 s
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h
e
re

 w
a
s
 a

 

lo
t o
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 b
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 d
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A

ll th
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h
ile
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e
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A
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a
d
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 th
e
 b

u
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 m
o
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u
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t 

h
a
lf th

e
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e
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n
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 d
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b
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n
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e
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te
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w
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 d
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n
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lth

o
u
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h
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e
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T
h
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b
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b
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 c

re
s
t 

o
f th

e
 w

a
v
e
. A

fte
r T
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c
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 b
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h
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y 
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 b
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te
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 b
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 b
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h
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 p

u
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 m
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 b
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c
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 c
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y p
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 c
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a
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m
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e

 "s
tre
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e
c
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c
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 d
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n
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tio
n
s
 to

 s
h
a
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 d
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b
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r m
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e
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, d
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 d
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 p
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h
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h
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 m
a
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re
e

-
q
u
a
rte

rs
 o

f th
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w
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t d
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, c
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 c
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y p
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 b
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n
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h
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 c
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c
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 p
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 d
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, d
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 d
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 m
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b
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 c
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c
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f p
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 p
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r o
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 d
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 c
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w
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b
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 m
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 g
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 p
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 m
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 c
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 p
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 p
o

lic
e

m
a

n
 s

a
id

 th
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 o
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 d
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d

 th
e

 p
o

lic
e

 w
e

re
 

s
ta

n
d

in
g

 b
y
 d

o
in

g
 n

o
th

in
g

. 
S

o
m

e
th

in
g
 w

a
s g

o
in

g
 to

 h
a
p
p
e
n
 so

o
n
—

w
e
 

a
ll kn

e
w

 it—
th

e
re

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e
 b

lo
o
d
 sp

ille
d
. T

h
e
n
 

it h
a
p
p
e
n
e
d
. A

 h
u
g
e
 b

la
c
k
 C

a
d
illa

c
 ra

c
e
d
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 c

ro
w

d
. 

"H
e
y
 m

o
th

e
rfu

c
k
e
r, s

lo
w

 d
o
w

n
!" s

o
m

e
o
n
e
 

s
h
o
u
te

d
, b

u
t th

e
 d

riv
e
r s

te
p
p
e
d
 o

n
 th

e
 g

a
s
. 

T
h

e
 c

ro
w

d
 b

e
g

a
n

 to
 b

e
a

t o
n

 th
e

 s
id

e
s
 o

f th
e

 
ca

r a
s it sp

e
d

 u
p

. T
h

e
n

 th
e

re
 w

a
s a

 d
u

ll th
u

m
p

 
a
n
d
 a

 w
o
m

a
n
 scre

a
m

e
d
. 

L
yin

g
 m

o
tio

n
le

ss o
n

 th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
, b

lo
o

d
 o

o
z-

in
g

 o
u

t o
f h

is still b
o

d
y, w

a
s a

 fig
u

re
 in

 co
m

b
a

t 
fa

tig
u

e
s. 

W
h
e
n
 I sa

w
 th

e
 b

lo
o
d
, m

y m
in

d
 fla

sh
e
d
 b

a
ck 

to
 V

ie
tn

a
m

. L
ik

e
 a

n
 a

c
id

 trip
, v

is
io

n
s
 o

f d
e
a
d
 

M
a
rin

e
s in

 A
rizo

n
a
 te

rrito
ry, ch

a
rre

d
 in

fa
n
ts a

t 
B

e
n
 H

e
t, d

e
co

m
p
o
sin

g
 N

o
rth

 V
ie

tn
a
m

e
se

, flie
s 

b
u

z
z
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t th

e
ir b

o
d

ie
s
...it a

ll c
a

m
e

 b
a

c
k
 

in
 s

ta
c
c
a

to
 b

u
rs

ts
. I fe

lt lik
e

 p
u

k
in

g
 b

u
t th

e
 

v
o

m
it w

o
u

ld
n

't c
o

m
e

. 
T

h
e

 s
ig

h
t o

f th
e

 V
e

t, h
is

 fa
c
e

 b
lo

o
d

ie
d

, h
is

 
w

o
rn

 u
n
ifo

rm
 tu

rn
in

g
 re

d
, s

h
o
c
k
e
d
 th

e
 c

ro
w

d
. 

W
h
ile

 s
e
v
e
ra

l V
e
t m

e
d
ic

s
 h

o
v
e
re

d
 o

v
e
r th

e
 

b
o

d
y
 o

f th
e

ir w
o

u
n

d
e

d
 c

o
m

ra
d

e
, o

th
e

r V
e

ts
 

p
u
s
h
e
d
 b

a
c
k
 th

e
 c

ro
w

d
. T

h
e
 T

V
 c

a
m

e
ra

m
e
n
, 

lik
e

 v
u

ltu
re

s
 s

m
e

llin
g

 th
e

 s
c
e

n
t o

f ro
ttin

g
 c

a
r-

rio
n

, ru
s
h

e
d

 o
v
e

r. "G
e

t th
e

 fu
c
k
 o

u
t o

f h
e

re
," 

s
n
a
rle

d
 o

n
e
 e

n
ra

g
e
d
 V

e
t, p

u
s
h
in

g
 b

a
c
k
 a

 
ca

m
e
ra

m
a
n
. 

S
o

m
e

 o
f th

e
 n

e
w

s
m

e
n

 h
e

lp
e

d
 p

u
s
h

 b
a

c
k
 

th
e
 c

ro
w

d
; th

e
n
 Z

ip
s
, Y

ip
s
, P

L
P

, a
n
d
 A

ttic
a
 

B
rig

a
d
e
 m

e
m

b
e
rs

 w
h
o
 ju

s
t m

o
m

e
n
ts

 b
e
fo

re
 

w
e
re

 try
in

g
 to

 g
e
t a

t th
e
 d

e
le

g
a
te

s
, jo

in
e
d
 th

e
 

V
e
t lin

e
s a

n
d
 lin

ke
d
 a

rm
s. 

ic
 

s
ta

te
 w

o
u
ld

 c
o
m

e
 u

p
 w

ith
 its

 o
w

n
 s

c
e
n
a
rio

, 
ta

ke
 th

e
 p

la
n
 to

 th
e
 tw

e
n
ty-six-m

a
n
 ru

lin
g
 b

o
d
y, 

h
a

s
h

 it o
u

t, a
n

d
 th

e
n

 p
re

s
e

n
t th

e
 b

e
s
t p

la
n

 to
 

th
e

 fu
ll m

e
m

b
e

rs
h

ip
 fo

r a
 v

o
te

. In
 th

e
o

ry
 it 

s
o
u
n
d
e
d
 g

o
o
d
, b

u
t in

 p
ra

c
tic

e
 it d

id
n
't w

o
rk

. 
C

a
lifo

rn
ia

 vo
te

d
 to

 h
o
ld

 a
 sile

n
t ca

n
d
le

lig
h
t 

m
a
rc

h
 to

 th
e
 c

o
n
v
e
n
tio

n
. N

e
w

 Y
o
rk

 h
a
g
g
le

d
 

fo
r h

o
u
rs

, u
n
a
b
le

 to
 d

e
c
id

e
 o

n
 a

n
y
 p

la
n
. 

M
ic

h
ig

a
n

 w
a

n
te

d
 to

 jo
in

 th
e

 Z
ip

s
 in

 "m
o

b
ile

 
a

c
tio

n
s
," b

lo
c
k
in

g
 s

tre
e

ts
 a

n
d

 th
e

n
 ru

n
n

in
g

 
w

h
e
n
 th

e
 p

o
lic

e
 a

tta
c
k
e
d
. 

O
u

tsid
e

 th
e

 V
e

ts' ca
m

p
, o

th
e

r g
ro

u
p

s w
e

re
 

a
lso

 tryin
g
 to

 d
e
cid

e
 o

n
 a

 co
u
rse

 o
f a

ctio
n
. T

h
e
 

M
C

C
 w

a
n
te

d
 a

 m
a
s
s
iv

e
 s

h
o
w

 o
f c

iv
il d

is
-

o
b
e
d
ie

n
ce

, a
n
d
 th

e
 Z

ip
s w

a
n
te

d
 to

 tra
sh

. B
o
th

 
g

ro
u

p
s
 w

a
n

te
d

 th
e

 V
e

ts
 to

 jo
in

 th
e

m
. 

R
e
n
n
ie

 D
a
v
is

 a
n
d
 D

a
v
e
 D

e
llin

g
e
r, le

a
d
e
rs

 
o

f th
e

 M
C

C
, c

a
m

e
 o

v
e

r to
 th

e
 V

e
ts

' e
n

c
a

m
p

-
m

e
n

t to
 lo

b
b

y fo
r civil d

iso
b

e
d

ie
n

ce
. D

e
llin

g
e

r, 
a
 s

o
ft-s

p
o
k
e
n
, d

e
d
ic

a
te

d
 m

a
n
 w

h
o
 s

e
rv

e
d
 in

 
p
riso

n
 fo

r h
is p

a
cifist b

e
lie

fs d
u
rin

g
 W

o
rld

 W
a
r 

II, m
e

t w
ith

 V
e

t le
a

d
e

rs
 a

n
d

 p
ro

m
is

e
d

 to
 g

o
 

b
a
ck to

 th
e
 Z

ip
p
ie

 sid
e
 o

f th
e
 L

a
n
d
 a

n
d
 a

rg
u
e
 

fo
r n

o
n

vio
le

n
ce

. T
h

e
 V

e
ts sa

id
 th

e
y w

e
re

 a
fra

id
 

th
a

t th
e

 P
L

P
 a

n
d

 th
e

 Z
ip

s w
a

n
te

d
 to

 u
se

 th
e

m
 

a
s a

 sh
ie

ld
, in

citin
g
 th

e
 p

o
lice

 to
 a

tta
ck, w

h
ich

 
w

o
u

ld
 le

a
d

 to
 a

 c
la

s
h

 b
e

tw
e

e
n

 th
e

 p
o

lic
e

 a
n

d
 

th
e

 V
e

ts. 
M

e
a

n
w

h
ile

, th
e

 Z
ip

s w
e

re
 h

o
ld

in
g

 a
 ch

a
o

tic 
ra

lly o
n
 th

e
 b

a
se

b
a
ll d

ia
m

o
n
d
. A

 lo
n
g
 lin

e
 w

a
s 

w
a

itin
g

 to
 u

s
e

 th
e

 lo
u

d
s
p

e
a

k
e

r. O
n

e
 s

p
e

a
k
e

r 
u

rg
e

d
 rip

p
in

g
 o

u
t c

a
rs

' w
irin

g
 s

y
s
te

m
s
 a

n
d

 
s
la

s
h
in

g
 tire

s
. O

th
e
rs

 s
im

p
ly

 ra
m

b
le

d
. F

in
a
lly

 
D

e
llin

g
e

r g
o

t h
is

 c
h

a
n

c
e

 a
n

d
 to

ld
 th

e
 c

ro
w

d
 

th
a

t tra
sh

in
g

 w
a

s a
 "m

a
le

 m
a

ch
ism

o
 trip

" a
n

d
 

co
u

n
te

r-p
ro

d
u

ctive
. H

e
 w

a
s b

o
o

e
d

. T
h

e
 m

o
o

d
 

w
a
s fo

r tra
sh

in
g
 a

n
d
 th

e
 V

e
ts liste

n
in

g
 re

p
o
rte

d
 

th
a

t b
a

ck to
 th

e
 V

V
A

W
 ca

m
p

. 
T

h
e
 fe

e
lin

g
 a

m
o
n
g
 th

e
 V

e
ts w

a
s th

a
t tra

sh
in

g
 

w
o

u
ld

 sim
p

ly tu
rn

 th
e

 p
e

o
p

le
 o

f M
ia

m
i B

e
a

ch
, 

w
h

o
 h

a
d

 th
u

s
 fa

r b
e

e
n

 frie
n

d
ly

, a
g

a
in

s
t th

e
m

. 
T

h
e
 h

o
u
rs p

a
sse

d
. D

e
llin

g
e
r a

n
d
 D

a
vis d

id
 

n
o
t live

 o
n
 th

e
 L

a
n
d
 b

u
t a

t a
 b

e
a
ch

 h
o
te

l, a
n
d
 

m
a
n
y
 in

 th
e
 p

a
rk

 re
s
e
n
te

d
 th

a
t. T

h
e
 e

u
lf 

b
e
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
 M

C
C

 a
n
d
 th

e
 Z

ip
s w

a
s w

id
e
n
in

g
. 

F
in

a
lly a

t tw
o

 o
'clo

ck, a
fte

r five
 h

o
u

rs o
f p

re
-

lim
in

a
rie

s, th
e

 V
e

ts' g
e

n
e

ra
l m

e
e

tin
g

 g
o

t u
n

d
e

r 
w

a
y, a

n
d

 th
e

re
 w

a
s still n

o
 p

la
n

 o
f a

ctio
n

. T
h

e
 

le
a

d
e

rsh
ip

, it a
p

p
e

a
re

d
, w

a
n

te
d

 to
 le

a
ve

 M
ia

m
i 

a
n
d

 h
e

a
d

 fo
r G

a
in

e
sville

 w
h

e
re

 six o
f th

e
 T

a
l-

la
h
a
sse

e
T

e
n
 m

e
m

b
e
rs w

e
re

 b
e
in

g
 a

rra
ig

n
e
d
 th

e
 



a
tta

cks o
n
 a

e
ie

g
a
te

s a
t s

a
te

 tw
o

 1
1
R

-fe
d

b
e
U

, u
se

 

p
o
lic

e
 c

a
m

e
 c

h
a
rg

in
g
 o

u
t, s

w
in

g
in

g
 c

lu
b
s
 a

n
d
 

s
h
o

o
tin

g
 s

tre
a
m

s
 o

f fo
u
l liq

u
id

 o
u
t o

f th
e
ir 

m
a
ce

 ca
n
n
iste

rs. 
A

t th
e
 V

e
ts' g

a
te

—
g
a
te

 o
n
e
—

th
e
 cro

w
d
 h

a
d
 

g
ro

w
n
 to

 o
ve

r a
 th

o
u
sa

n
d
, w

ith
 a

 la
rg

e
 n

u
m

b
e
r 

o
f Z

ip
p
ie

s a
n
d
 P

L
P

 m
e
m

b
e
rs a

s w
e
ll a

s a
 tro

o
p
 

o
f th

e
 A

ttica
 b

rig
a
d
e
. S

o
m

e
 trie

d
 to

 h
it th

e
 fra

n
-

tic d
e
le

g
a
te

s, w
h
ile

 o
th

e
rs sp

it o
r th

re
w

 w
a
te

r. 
A

s
 th

e
 s

itu
a

tio
n
 w

a
s
 d

e
te

rio
ra

tin
g

, K
o

v
ic

 
d

e
cid

e
d

 to
 ta

ke
 ch

a
rg

e
. 

U
n
d
e
r h

is d
ire

ctio
n
, th

e
 V

e
ts fo

rm
e
d
 a

 lin
e
, 

lin
kin

g
 a

rm
s so

 th
e
 d

e
le

g
a
te

s co
u
ld

 g
e
t th

ro
u
g
h
 

to
 th

e
 h

a
ll. K

o
v
ic

 th
e

n
 la

id
 d

o
w

n
 g

ro
u

n
d

 ru
le

s
 

fo
r g

a
te

 o
n
e
: y

o
u
 c

o
u
ld

 s
a
y
 a

n
y
th

in
g
 y

o
u
 

w
a
n
te

d
 to

 a
 d

e
le

g
a
te

 b
u
t y

o
u
 c

o
u
ld

 n
o
t to

u
c
h
 

h
im

. 

H
E

 M
O

B
 S

T
R

A
IN

E
D

 a
g
a
in

st th
e
 V

e
ts' 

lin
e
s
 e

a
c
h
 tim

e
 a

 d
e
le

g
a
te

 trie
d
 to

 
g
e
t th

ro
u
g
h
. A

t firs
t th

e
 d

e
le

g
a
te

s
, 

m
a
n

y
 d

re
s
s
e
d

 in
 d

a
p

p
e
r b

la
z
e

rs
 o

r 
lo

n
g

 e
v
e

n
in

g
 g

o
w

n
s
 trie

d
 to

 lo
o

k
 

c
o

o
l, b

u
t a

fte
r th

e
 firs

t p
u

n
c
h

 o
r 

w
a

d
 o

f z
ip

p
ie

 s
p

it th
e

y
 lo

s
t a

ll c
o

m
p

o
s
u

re
. 

T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 te

rro
r in

 th
e

ir fa
c
e

s
. S

o
m

e
 w

e
re

 
o
ld

 w
o
m

e
n
, o

th
e
rs

 lo
o
k
e
d
 lik

e
d
 s

c
a
re

d
 s

h
o
p
-

k
e
e
p
e
rs

 fro
m

 th
e
 M

id
w

e
s
t—

th
e
y
 w

e
re

 s
im

p
ly

 
frig

h
te

n
e
d
 h

u
m

a
n
 b

e
in

g
s. 

K
o

v
ic

 ra
c
e

d
 u

p
 a

n
d

 d
o

w
n

 th
e

 th
in

 lin
e

 o
f 

3
0
0
 V

e
ts

 in
 h

is
 w

h
e
e
lc

h
a
ir, e

x
h
o
rtin

g
 th

e
m

 to
 

"h
o
ld

 th
e
 lin

e
." S

o
m

e
 o

f th
e
 d

e
m

o
n
s
tra

to
rs

 
jo

in
e
d
 th

e
 h

u
m

a
n
 ch

a
in

. K
o
vic's m

o
tive

s w
e
re

 
n
o
t e

n
tire

ly
 h

u
m

a
n
ita

ria
n
; h

e
 h

a
te

d
 w

h
a
t th

e
 

d
e

le
g

a
te

s
 s

to
o

d
 fo

r a
s
 m

u
c
h

 a
s
 th

e
 m

o
s
t 

e
n

ra
g

e
d

 Z
ip

p
ie

. B
u

t if th
e

 m
o

b
 h

u
rt a

 d
e

le
g

a
te

 
it w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

 p
o

litic
a

l v
ic

to
ry

 fo
r N

ix
o

n
, e

s
p

e
-

c
ia

lly
 if it h

a
p

p
e
n

e
d
 a

t th
e

 V
e
ts

' g
a
te

. It w
o
u

ld
 

a
lso

 g
ive

 th
e
 p

o
lice

 a
n
 e

xcu
se

 to
 co

m
e
 ch

a
rg

in
g
 

o
u
t fro

m
 b

e
h
in

d
 th

e
ir b

a
rrica

d
e
s. S

in
ce

 th
e
 V

e
ts 

w
o
u
ld

 fig
h
t b

a
c
k
, it c

o
u
ld

 e
a
s
ily

 le
a
d
 to

 a
 b

a
d
 

sce
n

e
. 

T
h
e
re

 w
e
re

 ru
n
n
in

g
 stre

e
t b

a
ttle

s a
t a

ll th
e
 

o
th

e
r g

a
te

s
 s

o
 th

e
 o

n
ly

 g
a

te
 o

p
e

n
 to

 th
e

 
d
e
le

g
a
te

s
 w

a
s
 th

e
 o

n
e
 h

e
ld

 b
y
 th

e
 V

e
ts

. T
h
e
 

cro
w

d
 co

n
tin

u
e
d
 to

 g
ro

w
 a

n
d
 p

re
ss a

g
a
in

st th
e
 

th
in

 lin
e

. T
h

e
 h

a
tre

d
 a

n
d

 fru
stra

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 Z

ip
s 

sh
o

w
e

d
 o

n
 th

e
ir fa

ce
s—

a
 lo

o
k I h

a
d

 se
e

n
 b

e
fo

re
 

in
 th

e
 d

e
e
p

 S
o
u

th
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 fre

e
d

o
m

 rid
e
s
 

a
n
d
 in

 U
ls

te
r d

u
rin

g
 P

ro
te

s
ta

n
t-C

a
th

o
lic

 c
o
n
- 

b
o
d
y
 o

f th
e
ir w

o
u
n
d
e
d
 c

o
m

ra
d
e
, o

th
e
r V

e
ts

 
p

u
s
h

e
d

 b
a

c
k
 th

e
 c

ro
w

d
. T

h
e

 T
V

 c
a

m
e

ra
m

e
n

, 
lik

e
 v

u
ltu

re
s
 s

m
e
llin

g
 th

e
 s

c
e
n
t o

f ro
ttin

g
 c

a
r-

rio
n

, ru
s
h

e
d

 o
v
e

r. "G
e

t th
e

 fu
c
k
 o

u
t o

f h
e

re
," 

s
n

a
rle

d
 o

n
e

 e
n
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g

e
d

 V
e

t, p
u

s
h

in
g

 b
a

c
k
 a

 
ca

m
e
ra

m
a
n
. 

S
o
m

e
 o

f th
e
 n

e
w

s
m

e
n
 h

e
lp

e
d
 p

u
s
h
 b

a
c
k
 

th
e

 c
ro

w
d

; th
e

n
 Z

ip
s
, Y

ip
s
, P

L
P

, a
n

d
 A

ttic
a

 
B

rig
a
d
e
 m

e
m

b
e
rs

 w
h
o
 ju

s
t m

o
m

e
n
ts

 b
e
fo

re
 

w
e

re
 try

in
g

 to
 g

e
t a

t th
e

 d
e

le
g

a
te

s
, jo

in
e

d
 th

e
 

V
e

t lin
e

s
 a

n
d

 lin
k
e

d
 a

rm
s
. 

"T
h

e
 a

m
b

u
la

n
c
e

 is
 c

o
m

in
g

, c
le

a
r th

e
 w

a
y
." 

P
ro

te
ste

rs a
n
d
 d

e
le

g
a
te

s a
like

 m
o
ve

d
 a

sid
e
 to

 
le

t th
e

 ve
h

icle
 th

ro
u

g
h

. L
a

te
r w

e
 fo

u
n

d
 o

u
t th

a
t 

th
e
 in

ju
re

d
 V

e
t w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 o

k
a
y
. 

T
h

e
 e

n
tire

 m
o

o
d

 a
t g

a
te

 o
n

e
 c

h
a

n
g

e
d

. W
e

 
h
a
d
 a

ll se
e
n
 w

h
e
re

 th
e
 vio

le
n
ce

 w
a
s le

a
d
in

g
 a

n
d
 

n
o

b
o

d
y
 w

a
n

te
d

 a
n

y
 p

a
rt o

f it. A
s
 th

e
 la

s
t d

e
l-

e
g
a
te

 w
o
rk

e
d
 h

is
 w

a
y
 in

to
 th

e
 h

a
ll, th

e
 e

x
-

h
a
u
ste

d
 V

e
ts h

e
a
d
e
d
 b

a
ck to

 ca
m

p
. 

It w
a
s
 a

 b
a
d
 n

ig
h
t fo

r a
ll o

f u
s
. 

W
h
e
n
 w

e
 g

o
t b

a
c
k
 to

 c
a
m

p
 th

e
 re

g
io

n
a
l 

c
o
o
rd

in
a
to

rs
 w

e
re

 h
o
ld

in
g
 a

 m
e
e
tin

g
 a

n
d
 

p
la

n
n
in

g
 to

 c
e
n
s
u
re

 K
o
v
ic

 fo
r "p

la
y
in

g
 c

o
p
" 

a
t g

a
te

 o
n
e
. B

u
t a

t a
 m

e
e
tin

g
 o

f a
ll th

e
 V

e
ts

, 
th

e
 m

a
jo

rity
 d
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a

g
re

e
d

 w
ith

 th
e

 c
e

n
s
o

rs
h

ip
 

m
o
tio

n
 a

n
d
 it w

a
s
 d

ro
p
p
e
d
. 

T
h
a
t n

ig
h
t, w

h
ile

 F
 w

a
s
 s

le
e
p
in

g
 o

n
 th

e
 

g
ro

u
n
d
, I w

a
s
 s

ta
rtle

d
 b

y
 a

 s
tra

n
g
e
 s

o
u
n
d
. O

n
 

th
e
 s

tre
e
t o

u
ts

id
e
 th

e
 p

a
rk

, b
u
s
 a

fte
r b

u
s
 w

a
s
 

p
a
s
s
in

g
 n

o
is

ily
. W

e
 c

o
u
ld

 h
e
a
r c

h
a
n
tin

g
 a

n
d
 

s
to

m
p

in
g

 in
s
id

e
 th

e
 b

u
s
e

s
. W

e
 c

o
u

ld
 n

o
t h

e
a

r 
w

h
a
t th

e
y
 w

e
re

 c
h
a
n
tin

g
, b

u
t it s

o
u
n
d
e
d
 lik

e
 

a
n

 a
n

c
ie

n
t trib

a
l ritu

a
l. W

e
 fo

u
n

d
 o

u
t la

te
r th

a
t 

th
e
y
 w

e
re

 th
e
 D

a
d
e
 C

o
u
n
ty

 s
h
e
riff d

e
p
u
tie

s
, 

p
sych

in
g

 th
e

m
se

lve
s u

p
 fo

r N
ixo

n
's a

cce
p

ta
n

ce
 

sp
e

e
ch

 th
e

 n
e

xt d
a

y. 

W
E

D
N

E
S

D
A

Y
 

T
h
e
 V

V
A

W
 e

n
c
a
m

p
m

e
n
t w

a
s
 lik

e
 a

 s
m

a
ll 

co
n
ve

n
tio

n
. E

a
ch

 sta
te

 h
a
d
 its o

w
n
 se

ctio
n
 a

n
d
 

lo
b
b
ie

d
 fo

r its
 o

w
n
 p

la
n
 o

f a
c
tio

n
. T

h
e
re

 w
a
s
 

a
 re

v
o
lt o

f th
e
 m

e
m

b
e
rs

 b
re

w
in

g
, b

ro
u
g
h
t o

n
 

b
y
 th

e
 le

a
d
e
rs

h
ip

's
 a

rb
itra

ry
 d

e
c
is

io
n
 to

 le
a
v
e
 

th
e
 F

o
u
n
ta

in
e
b
le

u
 w

ith
o
u
t p

u
ttin

g
 th

e
 m

a
tte

r 
to

 a
 vo

te
. T

h
e
 n

a
tio

n
a
l le

a
d
e
rsh

ip
 b

e
g
a
n
 to

 d
is-

in
te

g
ra

te
 b

u
t th

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
th

in
g

 to
 fill th

e
 v

o
id

. 
B

e
fo

re
, a

ll ta
c
tic

a
l d

e
c
is

io
n

s
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 le
ft 

to
 th

e
 tw

e
n
ty-six re

g
io

n
a
l co

o
rd

in
a
to

rs a
n
d
 th

e
 

n
a

tio
n

a
l le

a
d

e
rs. N

o
w

 it w
a

s d
e

cid
e

d
 th

a
t e

a
ch

  

th
u

s 
w

h
o
 h

a
d
 th

u
s fa

r b
e
e
n
 frie

n
d
ly, a

g
a
in

st th
e
m

. 
T

h
e
 h

o
u
rs p

a
sse

d
. D

e
llin

g
e
r a

n
d
 D

a
vis d

id
 

n
o
t live

 o
n
 th

e
 L

a
n
d
 b

u
t a

t a
 b

e
a
ch

 h
o
te

l, a
n
d
 

m
a

n
y
 in

 th
e

 p
a

rk
 re

s
e

n
te

d
 th

a
t. T

h
e

 g
u

lf 
b

e
tw

e
e

n
 th

e
 M

C
C

 a
n

d
 th

e
 Z

ip
s w

a
s w

id
e

n
in

g
. 

F
in

a
lly a

t tw
o

 o
'clo

ck, a
fte

r five
 h

o
u

rs o
f p

re
-

lim
in

a
rie

s, th
e

 V
e

ts' g
e

n
e

ra
l m

e
e

tin
g

 g
o

t u
n

d
e

r 
w

a
y, a

n
d
 th

e
re

 w
a
s still n

o
 p

la
n
 o

f a
ctio

n
. T

h
e
 

le
a

d
e

rsh
ip

, it a
p

p
e

a
re

d
, w

a
n

te
d

 to
 le

a
ve

 M
ia

m
i 

a
n
d
 h

e
a
d
 fo

r G
a
in

e
sville

 w
h
e
re

 six o
f th

e
 T

a
l-

la
h
a
sse

e
T

e
n
 m

e
m

b
e
rs w

e
re

 b
e
in

g
 a

rra
ig

n
e
d
 th

e
 

n
e
xt m

o
rn

in
g
. 

O
V

IC
, H

O
W

E
V

E
R

, A
R

G
U

E
D

 a
g

a
in

st 
le

a
v
in

g
, s

a
y
in

g
 th

a
t th

e
 G

a
in

e
s
v
ille

 
a
rra

ig
n
m

e
n
t w

a
s
 a

 c
a
re

fu
lly

 tim
e
d
 

m
o
v
e
 b

y
 th

e
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t to

 g
e
t th

e
 

V
e
ts

 o
u
t o

f M
ia

m
i d

u
rin

g
 N

ix
o
n
's

 a
c
-

c
e

p
ta

n
c
e

 s
p

e
e

c
h

. T
h

e
 V

e
ts

 v
o

te
d

 
o

ve
rw

h
e

lm
in

g
ly to

 sta
y, b

u
t th

e
y still co

u
ld

 n
o

t 
d
e
cid

e
 o

n
 a

 p
a
rticu

la
r co

u
rse

 o
f a

ctio
n
. A

s th
e
 

h
o

u
rs p

a
sse

d
, sp

e
a

ke
r a

fte
r sp

e
a

ke
r u

rg
e

d
 o

n
e

 
p
la

n
 o

r a
n
o
th

e
r b

u
t n

o
n
e
 w

o
n
 g

e
n
e
ra

l a
c
c
e
p
-

ta
n

c
e

. T
h

e
 F

lo
rid

a
 d

e
le

g
a

tio
n

 w
a

lk
e

d
 o

u
t, 

h
e
a
d
in

g
 fo

r G
a
in

e
s
v
ille

 b
y
 its

e
lf; th

e
n
 M

ic
h
i-

g
a

n
 s

to
rm

e
d

 o
u

t to
 jo

in
 th

e
 Z

ip
p

ie
s
 in

 th
e

ir 
"m

o
b

ile
 ta

c
tic

s
." 

O
n
 th

e
 o

th
e
r sid

e
 o

f th
e
 L

a
n
d
, th

e
 Z

ip
s w

e
re

 
g
a
th

e
rin

g
 sticks, a

n
d
 B

o
sto

n
's S

a
cco

-V
a
n
ze

tti 
b
rig

a
d
e
, s

h
o
u
tin

g
 "S

a
c
c
o
-V

a
n
z
e
tti," w

a
s
 

m
a
rch

in
g
 o

ff to
 w

a
r, re

d
 b

a
n
n
e
rs flyin

g
. 

G
ra

d
u
a
lly m

o
st o

f th
e
 V

e
ts, d

isg
u
ste

d
 w

ith
 

th
e
 d

isco
rd

 a
t th

e
 m

e
e
tin

g
, w

a
n
d
e
re

d
 o

ff. S
o
m

e
 

w
e
re

 e
v
e
n
 h

e
a
d
in

g
 h

o
m

e
. T

h
e
 V

V
A

W
 w

a
s
 

h
o

p
e

le
ssly sp

lit a
n

d
 im

p
o

te
n

t. 
R

e
p

o
rts

 fro
m

 th
e

 c
o

n
v
e

n
tio

n
 c

e
n

te
r w

e
re

 
o
m

in
o
u
s
. "It's

 w
e
ird

 m
a
n
," s

a
id

 o
n
e
 V

e
t. "I 

sa
w

 a
w

h
o
le

 b
u
n
ch

 o
f co

p
s in

sid
e
 p

o
u
n
d
in

g
 th

e
ir 

clu
b
s o

n
 th

e
 p

a
ve

m
e
n
t. T

h
e
y a

ll sta
rte

d
 sh

o
u
t-

in
g
 'ju

s
t w

a
it, w

e
're

 g
o
n
n
a
 g

e
t th

e
 fu

c
k
in

' 
q
u
e
e
rs

' a
n
d
 s

tu
ff lik

e
 th

a
t." 

A
n
o
th

e
r V

e
t sa

id
 h

e
 trie

d
 to

 ta
lk w

ith
 a

 co
p
, 

b
u
t w

a
s
 w

a
rn

e
d
, "I d

o
n
't c

a
re

 w
h
a
t y

o
u
 d

o
, 

b
u
t if y

o
u
 c

o
m

e
 o

v
e
r th

is
 fe

n
c
e
 y

o
u
're

 g
o
n
n
a
 

g
e
t th

is
." H

e
 w

a
s
 th

u
m

p
in

g
 h

is
 c

lu
b
 a

g
a
in

s
t 

h
is p

a
lm

. 
O

b
vio

u
sly th

e
 e

a
rlie

r ra
p
p
o
rt w

ith
 th

e
 p

o
lice

 
h

a
d

 b
ro

k
e

n
 d

o
w

n
 a

fte
r th

e
 	

t
h
e
 n

ig
h
t 

b
e
fo

re
. N

o
n
e
 o

f th
e
 [C

o
n

tin
u

e
d

 o
n

 P
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T
h
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l 

[C
o
n
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V
e
ts 

w
a
n
te

d
 a

 re
p
e
a
t o

f g
a
te

 o
n
e
, b

e
in

g
 

s
a

n
d

w
ic

h
e

d
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 th

e
 Z

ip
s
 a

n
d

 
th

e
 c

o
p
s
, h

a
v
in

g
 to

 g
o
v
e
rn

 a
n
 

u
n
g
o
v
e
rn

a
b
le

 s
itu

a
tio

n
 ... S

o
 it 

w
a

s fin
a

lly d
e

cid
e

d
, a

fte
r te

n
 h

o
u

rs 
o
f ta

lkin
g
, th

a
t e

a
ch

 V
e
t w

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 
to

 d
e
c
id

e
 h

is
 o

w
n
 a

c
tio

n
. 

M
cC

lo
ske

y h
a
d
 m

a
n
a
g
e
d
 to

 g
e
t 

th
re

e
 p

a
s
s
e

s
 th

e
 n

ig
h

t b
e

fo
re

 fo
r 

th
e

 d
isa

b
le

d
 V

e
ts. B

u
t th

e
 R

e
p

u
b

li-
c
a

n
s
 h

a
d

 s
h

u
n

te
d

 th
e

m
 o

ff to
 th

e
 

u
p

p
e

r re
a

c
h

e
s
 o

f th
e

 b
a

lc
o

n
y
 

w
h

e
re

 th
e

y
 w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t b

e
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e
e

n
. 

N
o

w
, K

o
v
ic

 d
e

c
id

e
d

 h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 try
 

to
 g

e
t in

to
 th

e
 c

o
n
v
e
n
tio

n
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e
lf, s

o
 

I p
u

s
h

e
d

 h
im

 d
o

w
n

 to
 th

e
 c

o
n

v
e

n
-

tio
n

 c
e

n
te

r. A
lo

n
g

 th
e

 w
a

y
, o

ld
 

p
e

o
p

le
 w

a
te

rin
g

 th
e

 la
w

n
s o

r sittin
g

 
o
n
 th

e
ir p

o
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h
e
s
 w

a
v
e
d
 to

 u
s
. 

A
s
 w

e
 n

e
a
re

d
 th

e
 c

o
n
v
e
n
tio

n
, 

w
e

 s
a

w
 th

o
u

s
a

n
d

s
 o

f d
e

m
o

n
-

s
tra

to
rs

 ru
n

n
in

g
 to

w
a

rd
 u

s
. S

o
m

e
 

w
e

re
 ca

rryin
g

 b
le

e
d

in
g

 frie
n

d
s a

n
d

 
o

th
e

rs
 w

e
re

 g
a

g
g

in
g

 fro
m

 th
e

 g
a

s
. 

W
h
e
n
 th

e
 c

o
n
v
e
n
tio

n
 c

e
n
te

r c
a
m

e
 

in
to

 v
ie

w
 w

e
 c

o
u

ld
 s

e
e
 s

w
irlin

g
 

c
lo

u
d
s
 o

f g
a

s
 a

n
d
 w

e
 c

o
u

ld
 h

e
a

r 
th

e
 p

o
p
p
in

g
 o

f g
a
s g

re
n
a
d
e
s. A

 g
irl 

w
a

s sittin
g

 o
n

 th
e

 cu
rb

 g
a

g
g

in
g

 a
n

d
 

cryin
g

 a
n

d
 a

 yo
u

n
g

 m
a

n
 w

a
s h

a
n

d
-

in
g

 o
u

t w
a

d
s
 o

f w
e

t tis
s
u

e
 p

a
p

e
r, 

p
le

a
d
in

g
, "D

o
n
't to

u
c
h
 y

o
u
r e

y
e
s
." 

W
e
 k

e
p
t h

e
a
d
in

g
 fo

r th
e
 h

a
ll. 

"Y
o

u
 b

e
tte

r n
o

t g
o

 th
e

re
, th

e
y
're

 
c
o

m
in

g
," c

rie
d

 a
 y

o
u

th
 ru

n
n

in
g

 
to

w
a
rd

 u
s
, h

is
 fa

c
e
 c

o
n
to

rte
d
 w

ith
 

fe
a

r. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

o
 fo

rm
 o

r o
rd

e
r 

to
 th

e
 d

e
m

o
n

s
tra

tio
n

, ju
s
t m

a
s
s
e

s
 

o
f p

e
o
p
le

 fle
e
in

g
 fro

m
 th

e
 p

o
lic

e
 

w
h

o
 co

n
tin

u
e

d
 to

 fire
 te

a
r g

a
s ca

n
-

n
is

te
rs

 a
t th

e
m

. 
M

a
n

y
 o

f th
e

 V
e

ts
 w

e
re

 a
c
tin

g
 

a
s
 m

e
d
ic

s
. O

ld
 p

e
o
p
le

 w
e
re

 
stre

a
m

in
g
 o

u
t o

f th
e
ir h

o
te

ls, ch
o
k-

in
g
 a

n
d
 c

o
u
g
h
in

g
. M

y
 e

y
e
s
 w

e
re

 
b
e
g
in

n
in

g
 
to

 b
u

rn
 a

n
d

 m
y
 th

ro
a

t 
fe

lt lik
e
 s

a
n
d
p
a
p
e
r; K

o
v
ic

 to
o
 w

a
s
 

g
a

g
g

in
g

, b
u

t w
e

 d
e

c
id

e
d

 to
 k

e
e

p
 

g
o

in
g

. 
W

e
 fin

a
lly

 re
a

c
h

e
d

 th
e

 p
o

lic
e

 
lin

e
s
 b

e
h

in
d

 th
e

 fe
n

c
e

 a
t th

e
 m

a
in

 
g

a
te

. K
o

v
ic

 c
a

lle
d

 o
u

t, h
o

ld
in

g
 u

p
 

h
is

 p
a

s
s
 to

 th
e

 c
o

n
v
e

n
tio

n
, b

u
t 

n
o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 p

o
lic
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 c
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c
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e

 n
ig

h
t b

e
fo

re
—

h
e

 w
a

s
 

th
e

 c
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 d
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 b
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c
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 c
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e

 e
ve

n
in

g
, a

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 

w
itn

e
sse

s, th
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 b
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 p
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 fla
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 p
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 c
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h
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p
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p
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 b
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c
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 b
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c
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 c
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 d
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r c
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 c
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c
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b
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t p
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c
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 c
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 c
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 p
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 c
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 d
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c
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 p
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c
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 b
e
 trie

d
, it 

w
o
u
ld

 b
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, c
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 c
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 b
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 b
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 d
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 b
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 d
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p
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h
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h
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n
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e
d

 
a

s
 h

e
 to

ld
 w

h
a

t h
a

p
p

e
n

e
d

 th
e

 la
s
t 

n
ig

h
t in

 th
e
 c
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 c
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 c
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r d
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n
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c
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 p
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n
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 d
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p
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e
 th

re
e
 V

e
ts. 

L
ik

e
 a

 v
o

ic
e

 in
 th

e
 w

ild
e

rn
e

s
s
 

K
o

v
ic

 s
tre

tc
h

e
d

 a
s
 fa

r a
s
 h

e
 c
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 c
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 d
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s p
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 d
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 p
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c
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t o
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p
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c
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b
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c
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