
• 
T

he Interview
: G

ore V
idal. 

T
he O

utlet T
he N

ovem
ber V

anity F
air. 

T
he H

ype: "T
he only interview

" V
idal is 

doing. 
W

riter C
hristopher H

itchens's 
description of V

idal's villa: "A
 painter m

ight 
show

 G
ore's once lissom

e form
 arrow

ing 	
-- 

into the w
aves like B

rueghel's Icarus w
hile 

the m
ajestic cliffs of the A

m
alfi coastline 

look im
passively on." 	

0: 
V

idal on breeding: "N
o, I don't w

ish that I " 
had any [children' w

hen I w
e w

hat friends ' 
have gone through. I do think that at about 
40 a m

an—
in m

y case briefly—
som

etim
es 

w
ishes that he couldpass on w

hat he has 	
".0

  
learned to a son; this is doubtless innate. 
B

ut m
y son w

ould probably be a com
puter 	

."1- r,. 
analyst and I am

 com
puter-challenged? 

T
he relatives: "H

is half sister, N
ina 

A
uchincioss Straight, is the stepsister of the • "15

.  
late Jackie K

ennedy." 
O

n not m
eeting his cousin, V

ice P
resident - 

G
ore: "I can't say I file the com

pany he keeps, 
from

 M
arty Peretz—

Israel's uncrow
ned 

queen—
to the late A

rm
and H

am
m

er. O
n the 

other hand, his father is a noble soul. D
o I 

w
ant to m

eet Junior? I've m
et too m

any vice 
presidents as it is." 
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• 
T

he Interview
 G

ore V
idal, on the 

occasion of the publication of his m
em

oirs, 
"P

alim
psest? 

T
he O

utlet: T
he upcom

ing N
ew

 Y
ork 

T
im

es Sunday M
agazine. 

T
he H

ype: 'T
he last tim

e" V
idal gives an 

interview
. 

W
riter A

ndrew
 Solom

on's description of 
V

idal's villa: "W
e adm

ire the variations on 
the view

 from
 several room

s, then settle for 
the day on the suede sofa in the study, V

idal 
reclining at one end like X

erxes, heaped on 
pillow

s, his head silhouetted against the 
w

indow
 so that the sparkling sea seem

s a 
nim

bus around his noble head? 
V

idal on breeding "If you're not in the 
business of baby-m

aking, the anonym
ous or 

paid encounter is far m
ore satisfactory. It 

takes so m
uch tim

e the other w
ay.... If it's 

som
ebody that you know

, there's nothing 
exciting about it at all to m

e." 
T

he relatives: lacide K
ennedy w

as 
V

idal's m
other's second husband's third 

w
ife's daughter." 
O

n know
ing John K

ennedy: jack believed 

V
id

al, p
layin

g easy to get. 

in the cold w
ar. H

e really w
as a w

ar-lover, a 
very, very right-w

ing boy from
 a very 

C
atholic fam

ily; w
e can thank C

ardinal 
Spellm

an for a good bit of the V
ietnam

 W
ar. 

Jack w
anted to be a great President, and 

he'd figured out that the great Presidents 
w

ere w
ar Presidents." 

B
y A

nn G
erhart and A

nnie G
roer 
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