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D
efector, 75, Found in Soviet Psych W

ard 
H

is U
.S. fam

ily w
ants him

 back, says he w
as m

entally ill w
hen he left 30 years ago 

C
hronicle W

ire Services 

T
roitskoe, R

ussia 
D

ay after en
d

less d
ay, h

e sits 
in

 th
e corn

er of a room
 h

ere in
 

P
sych

iatric P
rison

 N
o. 5, h

is felt 
cap

 p
u

lled
 over h

is foreh
ead

. 

H
is ey

es ex
p

lo
d

e w
ith

 p
a
in

 
w

hen th
e th

in
n

est sliver of ligh
t 

penetrates his darkened surround-
in

gs. O
n

ce ad
ju

sted
, th

ey d
art 

about as if he is constantly on the 
lookout for trickery and betrayal. 

T
his is the w

orld of V
ictor N

or-
ris H

am
ilton, a frail and suspicious 

75-year-old w
ith a history of psy-

ch
iatric trou

b
les w

h
ose fam

ily 
now

 w
ants him

 hom
e in A

m
erica. 

It w
as 30 years ago this m

onth 
that H

am
ilton, a naturalized U

.S. 
citizen

 livin
g in

 th
e A

tlan
ta area, 

flew
 to P

rague and defected to the 
Soviet K

G
B

. 
T

hree 
years earlier, h

e h
ad

 
b

een
 d

ism
issed

 from
 h

is job
 as a 

code analyst for the N
ational Secu-

rity A
gency on the ground that he 

w
as m

entally unstable; he w
as di-

agn
osed

 as a p
aran

oid
 sch

izo-
phrenic. H

e vow
ed to get even by 

divulging U
.S. intelligence-gather-

ing secrets to the Soviets. 

A
fter his 1962 defection, H

am
il- 

ton says, the K
G

B
 drained him

 of 
in

form
ation

 for a year or so an
d

 
then abandoned him

 to psychiatric 
"hospitals," w

here he languished 
for th

e b
etter p

art of th
ree d

e-
cades. 

H
e w

as discovered recently at 
' th

e p
sych

iatric p
rison

 in
 th

e vil-
lage of T

roitsk
oe, ab

ou
t 43 m

iles 
from

 M
oscow

, by the A
rk P

roject, 
a C

on
n

ecticu
t-b

ased
 grou

p
 th

at 
searches for U

.S. prisoners of w
ar 

and soldiers m
issing in action. T

he 
group acted on a tip received after 
R

ussian television coverage of the 
search for A

m
erican P

O
W

s in the 
form

er Soviet U
nion. 

R
ecord

s sh
ow

 th
at H

am
ilton

 
w

as tran
sferred

 to th
e T

roitsk
oe 

h
osp

ital in
 1971 from

 a K
rem

lin
 

hospital for high-ranking officials. 
In an interview

 from
 her U

nion 
C

ity, G
a., h

om
e, H

am
ilton

's 73-
year-old w

ife, L
illie B

ell, said her 
last contact w

ith her husband w
as 

a brief letter he w
rote from

 M
os-

cow
 in 1973. 
"

H
e w

as m
en

tally ill w
h

en
 h

e 
left (for P

rague)," said L
illie B

ell 
H

am
ilton, a retired school teacher. 

"H
e told m

e w
hat he w

as going to 
do. B

ut I didn't believe him
." 

She said her husband w
as born 
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P

hoto from
 early 1960s 

in
 Jaffa, w

h
en

 it w
as u

n
d

er E
n

-
glish rule, w

ent to school in Jerusa-
lem

 and studied social sciences at 
the A

m
erican U

niversity in B
eirut. 

T
h

ey m
et an

d
 m

arried
 in

 B
eiru

t 
an

d
 su

b
seq

u
en

tly m
oved

 to th
e 

U
nited States. 

A
 reporter w

ho spent tim
e w

ith 

H
am

ilton in his psychiatric prison 
room

 T
uesday discovered a cultur-

ed m
an w

ho, although intelligent, 
seem

ed
 to w

an
d

er in
 an

d
 ou

t of 
reality. 

A
tten

d
an

ts at th
e p

rison
 said

 
he generally refuses to speak any-
thing but elem

entary R
ussian, al-

though he is still fluent in E
nglish. 

H
e is either unw

illing or inca-
p

ab
le of d

iscu
ssin

g h
is years in

 
ca

p
tiv

ity
. B

u
t h

e h
a
s w

ritten
 

lengthy, detailed journals that say 
the K

G
B

 locked him
 up, tortured 

him
 and injected him

 w
ith drugs 

alm
ost from

 the m
inute he arriv-

ed. H
e calls his prison "the house 

of horrors." 

W
h

en
 th

e K
G

B
 w

as fin
ish

ed
 

w
ith

 h
im

, h
e said

, it ab
an

d
on

ed
 

him
. H

e trusts no one and suspects 
everyone, refusing to speak to any-
on

e ru
n

n
in

g th
e p

rison
 h

osp
ital. 

H
e w

ill n
ot eat u

n
less h

e selects 
and spoons his ow

n food because 
h

e b
elieves "

th
ey"

 are tryin
g to 

poison him
. 

H
am

ilton's w
ife, w

ho never re-
m

arried
, an

d
 h

is tw
o d

au
gh

ters 
hope to arrange for his return to 
the U

nited States. 


