
Hal Verk 	 11/27/91 
F,O.B1kr 421815 
San Francisco, CA 94142-1815 

Deari Hal, 

Thanks for your informative letter and its enclosures. 

ABC did not ask me for Oswald's roommates, only for someone who knew him then. I told 

them about ])onovan, the only one I hid any reason to believe was nearby. Heard no more and 

did not stay up for the show. I can't help getting up early - 1150 this a.m. and I'll have 
to sake a nap Soon. I think they probably had an agenda that included how much they'd say. 

And what they wouldn't. 

Why Schorr persists in making a fool of himself on the assassination I can't see. But 
he manages to, as this time, with no need of worthwhile purpose. 

Everyone's first impression of Bosley Plaza is that it is smaller. than they'd ex- 
pected. 

Glad you and Wrone had a chance to meet. Wonderful guy, wonderful family. 
I'm surprised they hat my books on sale at ASK. Do not remember them betting any. 

Don't waste a penny or any time on iOore's utterly valueless attempt at commercialization. 
There is not a single worthwhile thing in it and much that is bad and impossible. 

On your list'of new photog names, could it be Henry Ashmore? Don't know others. 
Whatever Groden is up to, I do not believe he will have pictures showing two people 

on the smith floor immediately after the shooting. I hope It kicks Stone in the teeth if 
he exploits it. Glad to see Hoch feels the same way about Groden's interpretations. 

The only woman author of whom I can think who wrote about Oswald is Jean Davison and 

her bad stuff was limited to what the Commission published lorollafter so many other cdcords 

were available. I do not recall her mentioning the top secret classificaticai, 
A 

Glad you'll be talking to that retired general. Hope he has some worthwhile info. I'm 
sorry about Fletch. Be keeps saying too much based on incorrect extrapolations. Intends well. 
We like him. Anson did a job on him! 

Some of what Tom Wilson said is impossible and that alone raises questions about any-

thing he says and his expertise. 

remember Stan S. from CT. He came here when he had to be in Baltimore, hero first. 
Wells not written me. 

I hope there is no further at:ention to what Wilson is saying so Stone can have that 

foot,too, for his big nouth. 

Stone's movie is being advertised around here. Lil caught a TV ad. Started some time 
ago in Southern CA. 

Just got the CAT scan report. Only effects of age in spine. Glad! 

If you see anything on Stone, even if it appears to be inconsequential, I'd appreciate 
q copy. I'd also like to know what hock thinks. I wrote hin some time ago and got no answer 
so I guess hd's busy. Reading lane's book. Ellen for him it is dishonest and wrong. Best 

hitt 



HAL-VERB 
P.O. BOX 421815 
S.F., CA. 94142-1815 

Nov. 25, 1991 

HAROLD-WEISBERG------- 
7627-OLD RECEIVER ROAD 
FREDERICK, MD. 21702 

Dear Harold. -------- 
-I-HAD-INTENDED-TO-WRITE-YOU-SOONER THAN THIS-BUT-EVER-- 

SINCE -I -RETURNED--FROM DALLAS II-VE -BEEN TIED UP-WITH-ATTENDING-TO MY-
OWN PERSONAL AFFAIRS,-MY-OWN BUSINESS--MATTERS AND-TRYING-TO-SORT OUT---
THE--NOTES I TOOK WHILE I WAS-AT-THE DALLAS SYMPOSIUM(' HAD-NOTES THAT 
TOTALLED TO ABOUT .OVER-100-PAGES IN TWO DIFFERENT NOTE-BOOKS). ------ 

I-GUESS THE BEST WAY TO PROCEED IS TO MENTION MORE -RECENT 
EVENTS AND THEN GO BACK IN TIME. I-WATCHED THE-"NIGHTLINE" SHOW ON THE 
KGB FILES ON OSWALD WHICH AIRED NOV.22. 1963. CHANNEL SEVEN (OR ABC) 
SEEMED HIGHLY SELECTIVE IN WHAT IT WAS OFFERING ITS TV AUDIENCE. I'M 
SURE YOU NOTICED THAT WHEN THEY WANTED TO CONVINEEUS THAT OSWALDWAS - 
NOT ACTING AS AN EGENT-OF-THE U.S. GOVERNMENT THEY RELIED ON A FORMER 
MARINE "BUDDY" (MACK OSBORNE) WHO WAS AT EL TORO. HE STATED:"I'M TO-
TALLY CONVINCED HE(OSWALD) MEANT HIS DEFECTION TO RUSSIA." ABC COULD'VE 
USED OTHER MARINES WHO MOST LIKELY WOULD HAVE STATED A CONCLUSION 180 
DEGREES TO THE CONTRARY. I'D BET THAT ABC, IN FACT, DID HAVE OTHER 
MARINES ON THEIR TAPE BUT USED THE ONE BUTTRESSING THEIR OWN CONCLU-
SION. ONE WOULD REALLY LIKE TO GET A HOLD OF THE COMPLETE FOOTAGE OF 
THEIR TAPE. DO-YOU-KNOW ANYONE AT ABC WHO COULD AT LEAST TELL YOU THAT) 
INDEED OTHER MARINES WERE ON THE VIDEO TAPE BUT WERE NOT USED I ASSUME 
IT'D BE VERY DIFFICULT TO GET A HOLD OF THE ORIGINAL FOOTAGE IF NOT IM-
POSSIBLE. 

AT THE TIME ABC CALLED ME (NOV. 20) I DIDN'T KNOW THAT THE 
CALL HAD TO DO WITH THE "NIGHTLINE" SHOW. THEY WANTED TO KNOW THE NAMES 
OF OSWALD'S BARRACKS ROOM-MATES AND, OF COURSE, HOW THEY COULD BE REACHED. 
IEWASN'T HOME AT THE TIME BUT DID CALL BACKANt THEY NEVER RETURNED THE 
CALL. I DID HAVE A LISTING OF ABOUT 87 NAMES (FOR BOTH ATSUGI AND EL TORO) 
AND WHILE I DID NOT HAVE THE ADDRESSES FOR ALL 87 I COULD HAVE PROVIDED 
THEM WITH SOME ADDRESSES AND WAYS OF CONTACTING OTHERS. BUT ABC HAD THEIR 
"AGENDA" AND WOULDN'T MOVE FROM THEIR POSITION, APPARENTLY. 	- --- 

I DON'T THINK THE AVERAGE AMERICAN JOE - ESPECIALLY THE ONES 
WHO PLAY AROUND WITH GUNS—WOULD BE VERY IMPRESSED WITH SEEING FORREST-
SAWYER WHO HANDLED "NMGHTLINE'S INVESTIGATION" AND DANIEL SCHORR'S DE- - 
FENSE OF THE "LONE ASSASSIN" THEORY. SAWYER SAID:HI THINK HE WAS CAPABLE" 
AND SCHORR ACTED LIKE A STATE DEPARTMENT DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVE DE-
FENDING A FOOLISH FOREIGN POLICY. IF YOU'LL RECALL, SCHORR SAID:"I'M 
WHERE FORREST IS ON THIS...HE(OSWALD) DID IT AS A SELF-MOTIVATED (INDIVV 
IDUAL) - NOT AS PART OF A CONSPIRACY BUT ONLY AS A CONSPIRACY OF-A-DIS--- 
EASED MIND". SCHORR HAD AN AFTERTHOUGHT AFTER SAYING THIS AS HE REMARKED, 
"I KNOW I'LL GET A LOT OF MAIL ON THIS!". 

SAWYER'S AND SCHORR'S DEFENSE SEEMED LUDICROUS WHEN THE BACK-
GROUND SKETCH OF OSVALD-SHOWED HE WAS TERRIBLE WITH GUNS OF ANY SORT. I 
THINK 	ANAL IRONY WAS- WHEN-THE COMMENTATOR POINTED OUT THET OSWALD 
FINALLY HAD TO SELL HIS•HUNTING RIFLE FOR $20.00. THAT HUNTING RIFLE,IT 
WOULD-SEEM TO ME, WOULD'VE BEEN A BETTER WEAPON TO HAVE USED IN SHOOTING 
JFK IF. HE HAD SOMEHOW SMUGGLED IT INTO THE U.S. AFTER LEAVING RUSSIA! 

THE CARCANO WAS AN ALBATROSS AROUND THE WARREN COMMISSION'S NECK 



THEY NEVER-QUITE-GOT OVER. 
PRISCILLA JOHNSON'S--APPEARANCE--ON THE-PROGRAM DIDN'T HELP 

ABC-OUT-EITHER.-SHE MADE--THE -DREADFUL POINT THAT OSWALD -DIDNIT USE 
 ENGLISH .WHEN-HE-WAS-DEALING-4ITH THE RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT.-SHE 

CITED-HIS--USE-OF THE VERB "AXED'.' (WHICH,-0E-COURSE.,-IS-"ASKEW-THAT-
MANY-SOUTHERNICRS COMMONLY-USE IN THEIR SPEECH PATTERNS). HER-ATTEMPT-
WAS TO-SHOW.THAT-OSWALD-WAS-A-PATHETIC-FIGURE-WHO-DIDN'T-KNOW-WHAT-HE 
WAS 	ATTEMPT-MUSTM-ALIENATED-PERHAPS A --GOOD PORTION 
OF THE-AUDIENCE-IN THE-DEEP-SOUTH AND-OTHER-SECTIONS-OF-THE COUNTRY. 
(INCIDENTALLY-MARK-LANE MADE MUCH-OF JOHNSON'S-ROLE IN-THIS WHOLE-V 44. 
AFFAIR WHEN-HE APPEARED ON A PANEL-AT-THE. DALLAS-SDEPOSIUM.-IIKRE-
FERRING HEREi -OF-COURSE,-TO-HER-ROLEIN BEING IN MOSCOW AT THE RIGHT 
TIME TO INTERVIEW ..A "DEFECTOR"). - 	 --------- 

BUT--I WANT TO 	BACK TO-MY ATTENDING THE SYMPOSIUM AND .- 
OTHER MATTERS.-IF I WERE. TO STATE-WHETHER-I-LEARNED-ANYTHING-REALLY-- 
OF-SIGNIFICANCE-ItD HAVE TO-SAY-NOT-REALLY BUT THERE WERE SOME PLUSES 
THAT I WOULD STRESS AND-THESE. ARE-AS FOLLOWS: 

--(1)-4EALEY PLAZA. THIS WAS. MY VERY-FIRST VISIT--TO-THAT SITE 
AND IT PROVIDED A MORE INSIGHTFUL VIEW AS-TO-WHAT-TOOK-PLACE-ON-NOV-- 
EMBER-22, 1963-,  WHAT-SURPRISED-ME ON-FIRST ARRIVING-THERE WAS HOW-MUCH 
SMALLER-IN-AREA -THE -LOCATION WAS. --I TALKED TO-MANY-PEOPLE-WHO ALSO-FELT 
THE SAME WAY. SOME-SAID THEY-EXPECTED IT TO-BE MUCH-LARGER-AS IF TO - 
SAY LIKE THE SIZE OF A FOOTBALL FIELD. I NEVER REALLY THOUGHT-OF--IT AS 
BEING QUITE THAT LARGE BUT SOMEWHERE- Id BETWEEN WHAT I. ACTUALLY SAW AND .  

THE SIZE OF A FOOTBALL -FIELD. THE VISIT TO THE SIXTH FLOOR WHICH)  AS-- --- 
YOU KNOW)  IS NOW CONDUCTED AS A-TOUR MADE ME FEEL- MORE AWARE OF •THE PROB-
LEM OF FIRING AlikuREE amAs THE WARREN.COMMISSION CLAIMED. EVEN 
THOUGH THE ACTUAL SIXTH FLLOR WINDOW AREA WAS GLASS-PARTITIONED OFF 
I STILL FELT THAT THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEM EXISTED. 

(2) THE RESEARCHERS. I KNOW HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT MANY WHO ARE 
OFF ON WILD Gang-MUng66 SOME WHO ARE JUST OURIGHT FRAUDS BUT I DID 
GET A CHANCE TO MEET•AND GET TO KNOW-THE-REALLY SERIOUS-MINDED ONES. I 
GOT TO MEET DAVID WRONE (HE INTRODUCED HIMSELF TO ME AT THE SYMPOISIUM) 
AND I MENTIONED TO HIM THAT I HAD WRITTEN HIM ABOUT A YEAR AGO TO GET 
TWO VERY IMPORTANT ARTICLES I NEEDED FOR RESEARCH ON THE AREA I WAS EX-
TREKELY INTERESTED IN BUT I NEVER -HEARD FROM HIM AND HE SAID THAT HE 
HAD SENT THEM, HE SAID-HE-WOULD AGAIN SEND THEM TO ME. WE HAD DINNER TO-
GETHER SEVERAL TIMES AND I TOLD HIM THAT I ADMIRED THE 1ORK HE HAD DONE-
WITH YOU 4ND THAT I BOUGHT HIS BOOK IOW CONSIDERED IT A VERY VALUABLE AS-
SET ESPECIALLY WITH RESPECT TO THE FILM LISTING I WAS DEVELOPING. YOU HAVE 
A COPY OF THE 96 NAMES I SENT YOU IN MY LAST LETTER. 

AT ONE TIME WRONE AND I WERE SITTING TOGETILTIR LISTENING TO A - 
PANEL DISCUSSINBITHE NOTORIOUS "THREE TRAMPS" SCENARIO.. WRONE TURNED TO 
Mg AND SAID, "I CAN'T TAKE MUCH 	OFnu., -I'M LEAVING:" I TOLD 
HIM THAT I KNEW EXACTLY HOW HE FELT BUT I WOULD STAY ON TO THE BITTER END 
(WHICH I DID). WHEN IT CAME TIME FOR QUESTIONS, PROF. JERRY ROSE GOT UP 
AND SAID THAT MAX, SYMPOSIUMS LIKE THIS ARE SCHEDULED-IN THE FUTURE 
E-E-ORGAND311V177 	GP ]A!' PkIis 	qr1 7T71 T SUCH PANEL DISCUSSIONS LIKE 
THIS NOT BE GUM. HE SAID IT WAS HURTING THE REPUTATION. OF THE TRULY 
SERIOUS RESEARCHERS. I COULDN'T AGRE4 MORE. EVEN STEVE JAFFE, WHO IS 
WORKING WITH MARK LANE, GOT UP AND STATED THAT HE HAD ATTENDED MANY CON- 



2 - __- 
FERENCHS IN HIS-TIME AND HE-HAD -NEVER.SEEN SUCH.-.AN-UNSCIENTIFIC-PRES--.-
ENTATION- AS THIS ONE -WAS -AND- URGED • -THAT-- I T.... NEVER- HAPPEN- A GA IN. L• BUT---WHiT 
REALLY DISTURBED. ME WAS LISTENING- TO-. THE LONG LINE OF QUESTIONERS WHO 
SEEMED TO BE-- TAKING -.THE -PANEL -SERIOUSLY.- •• 	- 	 - - 

- - - -1 -DO-WANT -TO -- SAY HOWEVER -THAT ,-DESPITE -THA -SYMPOSIUM SHORT -COMINGS 
TIM RE - WERE- GOOD --SIGNS . I -MET MANY-PEOPLE -THERE -WHO -ASKED - ABOUT-YOU" -THEY 
WANTED- TO -KNOW- WHY YOU.- WEREN t TAMERE -OR-WHETHER-Ye,  HAD -BEEN INVI TED IT 
WAS GOOD TO -SPEAK*. TO • -THOSE WHO--ARE--VERY-FAMILIAR-WITH--YOUR WORK. -AND -IT 
WAS VERY ENCOURAGING TO -SEE YOUR -BOOKS-PROMINENTLY- FEA TURED, AND--OFFERED 
FOR-SALE--AT-THE- DALLAS ASSASSINATION- INFORMATI ON -GENTER-RUL- BY LARRY- - 
HOWARD. --HOWARD -GAVE-ME-AND A- FEW-OTHER- RESEARCHERS IN .- THE FILM- ROOM-AT 
HIS STORE- THE -ROSCOE;  -WHITE SCENARIO%. I -DIDN1. T BUY-ANY -OF -IT . -1 	- - 
SAY THAT-IT-IS DEFINITELY- A -GOOD- THING, THAT.- THE- -SYMPOSIUM-DID -NOT- IN -ANY 
WAY -- FFI C IALLY -ENDPSE-HOWARD1  S.-- S CMARI 011AND I UNDERSTAND THAT OLIVER 
STONE-HAS -NO T-BOUGIT INTO --IT EITHER-.-- - - 	••• - 	 - 	- - 

-HOWARD- TOLD 44E-. THAT .41-UT..ANS ON« QUOTED HIM-AS--SAYING IN-THE-NOVEMBER 
ESQUIRE -P IECE- WAS.- ALL -FALSE - AND -THAT WHEN--HE--CONFRONTED-ANSON ON-. IT -ALL-. -- 
THAT--ANSON -WOULD- SAY WAS - THAT HE HAD NOT WRITTEN THAT PART OF THE ARTICLE. 
}um RD - SAID ANSON -WAS -LYING. 

THERE --WERE SOME OTHER INCIDENTS A T THE CONFERENCE BOTH REVOLVING 
AROUND MARK LANE. LANE toournicia Arevue 	oiscusseog itta itt titkr 
S 	 mactlE. 

MOO IS THE OTE WHO 'Tincr, "CONSPIRACY 0T ONE" WHICH DEF. ES THE LONE NUT 
TIMORY. LANE CLAMS MOORE SLAITDERM) HIM WHEN HE MENTIONS THAT LANE WAS ARRESTED 

SEVrAL TDIEJ:. (I HAVE NOT 1= MOCIIITBOOKIEL;BUT AT LUST ONE AR EST HAS TO DO 
Wri'H HIS ARREST JOINM A FREE D01,1 BUS RUE PACE IN THE EARL: 1960 t3). 

AND LANE FROVIDM 1PRE FLIEWORKS 	SAM &SON AS A QUESTIONM WANTED TO 
.imav IN LANE WOULD rOCJATE HI ELF FROM THE "LLT1InTY LOBEV WHICH misoN :AID 
REPRESENTED A TAJOR ANTI-IMETIC AND FASCIST GROUP IN THE ICCUNTRY. LANE GOT: • 

REALLY HOT UNDFP. Th7., COLLAR AND fs..IKED.* "AND WHY DON'T YOlt.ELL US WHOM  DO YOU 
1,--3Ra="27 I BET:7VE, IF I CA 1:: rEcArL, LANE CITED T'_-'L' RECENT. ESQUIRE PISCE IN 

HIS ATTACK OH ANSON. 

(3) FTTO`rocra 	.70',WP,CH ST Y. WHILE AT THE CONFERENCE I WAS ABLE TO , 
ACQUIRE SOLE ADDITIONAL NAMS TO ADD TO MY 11111(7,7STING. THESE Arn THE 96 NAM'S I'VE 
PRTIMOSLY SENT YOU. PASTS) ON WHAT I PIC= u..7. AT THE SYMPOSIULT MID SOLE VERY RE-
CENT MAIL I DECEIVED I'VE ADDED SEVEN  ADDITIONAL NAMES . I ILL LUTT THESE  HERE AND 
WIEN I .REVIS2 EY 96 LIST INTO Ti-r2 TaPANDED 103 LISTING I'LL SEND YOU A COPY. 
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