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Dear Cindy,

¥'ed never seen the elephant stemp. Lil soves $temns for youngsters,
one of suom will be deligated. All those you geni from abrosd went %+ kinds.

1 wes in Jeshington yesterday. 1 staysd busy. I'm sorry I didn't
Thone. Had I taken time to think, I'd have realized the weekend was upcoming, and
tn.at taere might neve been a8 chance tnat you or you and your mother pight havse
wanted to come upe I expect tn be there agsin soon, probably Tuesday. I ca get
a messagg at 347-3919, tis office to whicih I wlil tien te goinge. It may be later
than *uesdsy.

If I'11 bave to be gcing there again, say the next dey or the following
one, I'11 try end give vou a cell., Perbaps you'd ilke a chancs %o talk this over,
and if 1 hsve to go beck agein socn, it might give you the chsnce.

lay experiences witn lswyers, Lor tie most part, dave not endecred Shem.
“here I have had to turn parsousl metters over to lawyers, the results were, without
exception, disasterouss. One the rich can afford tae good ones, snd without
prospsct of & bDandscme fee, except in 18re cases, tihey do little.

However, 1 do have a Iriend who ig an uonest, vary decent man and o
lawyer. L will be seeing oim Fusadsy, or whetever day 1'11 be in Wasnington.
Fertape ke cen anks & reccmrendation. his ¥ind of lzw can 8lso be s arecisliy.

If any lswyer cso bzedle such metters, thoee wio nuve specisglized sre in o rosition
te szrve tiheir clients bstter. Tnls means two things: if therse 1g o dieopute between
your father snd your motder, if e cen obitain suci servicsas snd she esanot, tals
may work to hlar dlssdvantage; end 1t he has influence she lacks, he may be abls,

if he 1s so disposed, to use 1%t tehind tho scenes.

By acaident, you Ymow my attitude in such motters from ths inciient
with your pmf. 1 bellevs ths avarags men is unfair» bo 2nd alighily contemniueus
of oomen, Up women's 1it!

If I Qo not asre from you promptly, I will sssume tioat thers i1s no
in-ediate emergency, snd I will explere witi care, as I can, This friend iz not
the only one I can consult., Thile I camnot predict tne results, there are others
I know who may Xnow people. It would be better, 1P your mother is in a position
to do it, to teke her time and be certain of easch stevn sbe tekes.

L have never aske’ sny suestions about this. 1 dc not now seek to prye.
dewever, your's is mnot s common nsme. The only publicm mention of one identicel
0 1t I cen recsll is thet of a man once sassociated with the Yennadys. If this
bappens to te your fetier and a real dispute develops between Rim and your mother,
questions of influence and politics mey come up.

Nor 1s it sinply s metter of getting a lawyer. For oxsmple, if the
case were to ve triend in Virginis, then s Yashington lawyer not licemsed in
Virginia would bdeve to obtsin a Virginia men, which might meke the whole tning
mere ¢natly and otherwise add complications. It mizht tuen be better to begin
with s Virgisise lawyer. I know none, but i do know scme political figures wao
may be in a position tc provide sn evaluation and a recommendation.



Both happily end unlertunetely, 4 have no experience in such mat ters,
end I have e d personel knowledge of but & single diverce case where I was kept
intimately informed. So, aside from my experience ith life, the basis foo ny
8dvising you 1s limited. That one case was of Lil's cousin, a very sweet girl
who married an ox. ile made life misersble, ruinedl their Idd, and she tolersted
the intolerable until the younger chold, s girl, was about to graduste higsh
school. Cnce she made up her mind to mike the bresx, she wes so anxious %o get
the whols tuing over with she wes incspable of thought-outn rotional decisions
and got 2 very poor sattlement. It is not uncokinon, 1 bvelievs, for men to let
the women sweei iv out, snd for wommmm sgainst whom the deck cen be atacked,
to ultimstely get impetfent, I hoe these tuings are not avsnlicable, enl thaet
thore cen te o civilized settlement vetween your parents,

To a degree, you seem to be in the middle, and I ascume this is sn
unplessant position. APe you in e position to be an "honest broker"”, should the
occasion erise end should your peren*s so desire? Hsve you the cepscity? I not,
be cereful snd Jon't try it witbhout dizcussing it with your mothersDon't do it
OR yoUur OWne

*his 18 alsc & tickiish area because passions amd pride sre aften
involved, end emations over whica people often have litile cor no conitrol.

Becaise thie 1s off the top of the head and tecsuse ! 1sdk personsl
experience in suca affeirs, this rrobably sounds incoherent. I feel @ little
frustrated not telng sble to help a friend as much as I'd 1like, oowever, vhat
I mey be able to do I will attempt, and tais coming weelk 1'1l saes about s
r-comuendation, This friend, by the way, lives in Arlington, hut his office is
in Veshington. fie tas just returnsd to hhe practise of lew lhic earlier exnerience
1= nlsc thst of = law prof) after some years on tie hill ss ecounsel to a committee.

@ hac had other govermment lew ex erience. He is & liberal Democrat. He also steys
Yery busy. Crne of tae things I'1l ask bim, without spesiing for or obligeting

our mother, is i{f he'd spesk %z to her about thls, infommelly, if shetd like that,

ou seel I also know nothing sbout your motder, snl she mey be without the kinds
of friends whe cen be kelpful in such metters, or all those who might Yo may be
close to your fathsr or unwillinz %o get involved in = dispute Ctetween two friends.

To sum ups I don't %now what I can do, but I am willing to try and will,
without obligeting your mother to enytning. And if this is tioe way tbings are,
perhaps a change of zcene for a weekend would be good medicine.

I'1L be hapsy for you tc do some typing 1f you do not uave a job at
the time snd it will represcnt no sacrifice for youg

You must be very important $e your mother now, mors tuan & dsughter
ordinarily would be. Yo not let tiis get you (snd I sm not sugcesting it 8 59,
for you would rot taen be as helpful to her.

Best wishss,
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