~Corley had juast recently become news director here *n November, 1963,
B .Frior to 11-& he had been extremely busy setting up for JFK's visiy
and 30 was n vsrg 6oncerned‘about the ocancellation o the trip. As
he recalls, the "htte House_issued a cover sfory saying that JFK had
8 m'ld cold, He satd hts years 4in Wash'ngton bad taught h'm to be
very suspfc?a s of m'ld colds, but his susploions were allayed, as
he recalls, when a few days later there was some large change ‘n the
*ntarnaticnal s*tustton. He sald that change sxpla'ned to h's
setisfact'on why the pres?dent had had to remain *n Washtngton;
although that wasn't, of course, necessar'ly true.. The first he
heard of Vallee was an anonymous %t1p after the assaas'nation, .in
which the *nformabt sa*d the real reason FK kadn't come to Chi.
was that someone was going to kill him here,and that he should -
look fnjo Thoma s Vdllee. He at ffrst thought the guy was a kook
who called him, but as they checked *nto ¥t he became 'nterestdd.,
He feolt that mxemx%f there might be a connect!on between Vallee and
. Oswd 4, but even 1f there wasn't 't was a story of local *nterast
-and had %the ‘nteresting twfst that here was a guy from the Right ..
obviaisly planning to do the same thi'ng Oswald dtd.He recalls that:
they devoted so much time and effort to the thing that he becane
the bruht of several jokes at NBC, other affillates were joking that
he thought.he had the solution to the whole assassinsatton.

He recalls:that the tnitial foray for mxidmram nformatlon gave him
the facts that Vallee had been picked up with the 2,000 rounds o
amrunition, a knife, and a dmall arsensal 4n h's car; that the car
had the NewYork 1%cense plate F3I10R®, and other tnformat‘on that
we have: military service, pol‘tical afftl*tatton,etc. He called
NBC News In New York and asked them %o check the l%fcense number for
hime Thay apparently forgot to do 1%, and wher he dfdn't hear from
them for a couple days, he asked Luke Hester, who had come from

New York, *f he knew anyone. Hester's father was a pollce captalin
'n New York C'ty, and Hester sa'd h's father ca:ld certainly get 1t.
HZegter's father shortly afterward replfed that there was an FBI
freezs on Informa#! on about the license plate, and that Luke would
probably get a v’ st from the FBT about {t.,.

Alt hough Corley wasn't sure of the exact day, he remembers that * %
was a hol?cday, most 1l1ke Thanksg!ving (11-285, two FBI men went
to Luke Eester's home and asked him why he was checking on that
license numbser. Hestar sa'd his boss had asked him to do 14, and

the next day, 11-29-63, the agents went to ses Corley.
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“sorley said that the ‘nterview was exactly as the FBI men had

presented 1% in the repa t, with two exceptions. They d1d mentton :
names in t he Interview, that's one. But the other *s more intri‘guinge....
Ca ley remembers no such discuss' on as the freeze being plced on -

"the license # because of some connect?’on w¥fth Oswald. He recalls

no such thinge. AS a matter of fact,.he says he later talked to

Marlin Johnson, FBI chief here, and Johnson only *ndicated to him

that the FBI freeze on the license number was done at the request

of tne Secret Service. To nii?'s recollsction thers was no reason

given for thoX freeze, and that's what intirfgued h'm about 14,

He says he feels the statement by the FBI agent about that In the

report was merely "n'm telesccping two or three things 'nto one

report.”
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He could add roth'ng more up unk'l the t'me that Vallee went %o
court. He 8a'd that Valleo was reprasented by two attorntes, and
a3 he remembers %% they were not vsgular Cr'm'nal Court type
lawyers, although he couldn't remember who t hey wers. He sald
that when he was asked by the NBC managema t sbout the overtime
devoted to thatcase he justified 't by saj’ng *'% was a story of
local *nterest that *nvolved a right winger planning to do &he
ssme thing Oswald, the left w'nger d*d. So there was no doubt
in his mind that Valles was planning to h!'t the prestdent.

He sald he trisd to lo ate their ortginal ‘nformation on Vallee,
but hadn't been able to f*nd i1%. He sa'd 1f they could locate
it he'd let me mow and Toould look at %t. He says ss far as
Lats concerned he could £ind no l4nk between Valles smd Oswall,
but 1t's 3t* 11 an open case for him and *f I find anyth'ng solid
he wants fto know about *t.

He was not at all surprised at the tales of disappearing f'les,
latters, and break-ins. He suggested I tighten my security.

He added a naw constderetton, though, he sald that there are now
operating a numbsr of self-ztyled vigilante groups -- rtght wing
of course -~ atd thyt in his opinfon they have the capab?tlity of
treaking into my apariment sznd tapping my phone. He satd he's
hoptng to ocatch c¢ns of these groups 'n action so he can na'l them.

He sa'd that Be has no fdea why the story was not reported before
he got the t'p, but wouldn't speculate about a blackout. When I
po'nted out that the FBI agent's !nterview with him was dfctated
on 2-3-69 and the £1rst newspaper account was the next day, he
sa'd what probably happened was that the Datly News had a contact
at the FBI offlce who toll them that NBC was devoting a lobt of '
ttme to th's story, and they figured they'd bettsr get on *'1%, too.

That's about al L for Corley. I talked to Henry PeSutter, fnally,
yesterday. DeSutter works for the Da'ly News. He said he'd try
to help but d*dn't see how he could be much help. He d*dn't sound

very Intereated, but then heiwas trying to get the 1dea over the .

_phons, and I find.this whole affalr too complicated to explain on




LY "] rlmmm,wm a ZOWUmdn uwwwm who
Nashville.3 A little too close to

‘Lives at & 4817 North
be colincidental,

As 1t has been related to me, which of course is
Speculatien, in the original arrest he was charged with

X plotting to dssassinate the President, he gave the FBI
H:wOﬂsmnuon~ and they reduced the charge to t unlawful use
of a weapon. hother curious thing about this is that

he was arrested 1in May, 1963 in Knoxville, Tenn. & charged with
driving while intoxicated & reckless driving., I checkeq with
the Secretary of State's office here who verified for me

the fact that an Illinois Driver, convicted of drunken drivéng
mznosmnwowwwwgsmm his license revoked for one year, They told
ne that even ir sald driver 1s arrested in another state,

they get the report on it and that man's license is revoked,

And yet, in November, 1963, ne's charged with a traffie
violation in Chicago _

t- source, but exe
. humbers ars _~--
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First to answer your letter of 5/163 :

I got some more informatfon on Vallee. The probatfon offfcsr who
wrote the letter releasfng h'm from supervisfon is stfll at the
Adult Probatton Department, his name *'s Vincent Mas?t. I spoke
with h'm the other day. Tt turns mxzm out there's another report
down there that I didn't know about. It's the report of the
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first probatfon offfcer who tnterv!ewed Vallee when he reported

fn. Mas?! read the report to me over the rhone, but my contact e
fhere says he won't be able to get me a copy of *f%, becauss *%

would be immedtately traceable to h*m. The nterview'ng nrobatton
off1cer asked Vallee about events xmxxmmm surround*ng hts arrest.
Vallee sa'd that he was stopped by the police, they searched h's

car, found his rifle and ammun?t!on, and he was taken to the Damen
Avenue stat¥Ton. A% the Damen Avenue station he sa*d that he mads

some derogatory remarks about Prestdent Kennedy, whfch made the
‘offfcers more suspicfous of him. Those are almost d*rect quotes

from the report. So much for the lie that he 4'dn't have a gun

fn h's possesston. So on-the-arrest report "M 1™ was purposefully

put *n the wrong place -- or theortg'nal report was removed and

an altered one substftuted. Now, 'n relat*on to the chargest I ,
mas told that !t was unusual for a defendant 'n this type of crtme X
to recelve superv'sfon. Supérv'sion *s lower than probatton. Under
supervision, the subject only reports his act*ons once a month, and

can do so by matl *f he wantx to. They satd, as I've been told

before, that the supervisfon clearly tndfcates some kind of deal

w!'th federal authorit?es, or someone wielding strong tnfluence

tn h's behalf. He also told the *ntervtewing offfcer that he had
previously been 1%ving at 21 Bond Lane, Htclev*lle, New York. You

pmay recall that one of the references he gave was Sam Herman at

that same address. The car had NY plates on *#%, and was returned

to the omer after the arrest =- i1f the car was Herman's, and I1f

Herman had come from New York w'th h'm, what would thev have come

to Ch*cago together Lor? I would suggest tnat you LOUK .ir &

Sam Herman in informat! on about the radf*cal r'ghte I hope %o be

~able to get the name of %ae int erv* ewing probatton offfcer. T was

told that he's no longer working there -- but I may be able to get N
his name and some *nformatfon on where he m*ght be. :
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aamsmodwbnm I you moEm.csoao nOﬂwa

a man: who ammmpooxnnmmwnuo moam,BmaamHm in dsmumummwsswaw «

keep records of poténtial assassins and other types,
xuwwo.,Hoow»vmwuruocmu «vommuw»wmmv the person is.. .
y:a police officlal, and has only a c tain smoun

irat time he was in there he sald there was a folder
¢,y but vm,auaswa rmqm.msosms.d»am no_dmxm 4 outan

\ Wen downmvm b & ocavwsm,WHHm_os ‘Thomas Vallee ‘to 1ol
at’ nw‘mn it:was gone, You can take Me wﬂoa nsmdo ‘and decide
jhat the implications of that are;.I t
W n:»: the next two weeks myself or someone mwmm is mc»mm
p-of ‘the pﬁm&wsmSc soemw tﬂm&m <>mem Hw<m at: t




ﬁéfy é8, i§6ﬁ hevﬁas pﬁtlbﬁhdﬁé‘izéb's&éuperv1516h'b&
Judge Nash, charge was unlawful use of weapons. Supervision. .
was terminated on'qanuary’G; ;965. It was case #63 MC 67333.‘
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Lastk khown address . 4611 North Paulina, .

Birthday 11-15-33, born in Chicago, Catholic, 516", 155 1bs.,

‘ Father died in 1953. Mother died in 1944,

f No brother, Has two sisters:: Margaret Higgins & Mary Portillo,
Heceived honorablé‘discharge.from U.S. Marinés Sept. 23, 1956,

Sel. Service XXXX #111-44-55 (by the way, that number looks
,wrong to me, Russ) .

Gave two £ references:

Norbert Jayka, 4817 West Montana, Chicago

Sam Herman, 21 Bond Lane, Hicksville, Long Island, NY

Formerly lived at 1256 South Michigan Ave. (hotel)
Once lived at 1528 South High"Street,‘Columbus, Ohio.




