CONC LUSOONS

Throughout the coming years preachers und teachers will be spoubing off about
the lessons ot Watergute, 8o will politicians, The press will pontificate about hov it
save the land, with un occasional prefense at celf-anslysis and a tapping on the chest
it will tout as breast-beuting. Books carefully caleulated to cam@mia}.ggouﬂ aspect
will clut the warket, the great the slut the slight the minuscule propsecte of books
thet could tell the irue story and the fullest possible.

Clearly from the meament o the sccidental arrerte of the "ascsholes" inside the
Watergate there were all the cigns of a great crisis, one of history's n?hxxskxlizx.
sEthersthmxuutarsemtrsiXersys political floods. Ali the signs of disuster were
viaible, But- in wll the land lheiw were nonw wWho would see,

From that first report it is ¢ riadn that the antonnas in sll foreisn intelligence
services started vibrating in resction to the =mixmis signwels ignored within the ifnited
States, Ignorod, that is, so far us the pesple «rs coucirned, Jor they were not told
then or since what 1t wsents In their grsat sood ssnse, in their guts, wost people
had understanding. But the people were without power, even influence.

Tho CIA®s auten.ae picked up tiw same s.gnals. So did those of the FBIL, Each
vibratsd its own way, pipsrs dancing o tieir oun hunes.

Bach had its own purposes to scrve. Buch in its owm way did. Neither was motivated
by or gave serious comsideration to thie national nesd. Bach, of course, hac nstional
obligations, but to any bureaucracy the first and only fully honored rcoponsibility
is to the bureaucracy iis-1lf. Bureaucracies cowe to squate seif-protection with service
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to the nation. Unless the wwo are mixed seli-servics, se:%ﬁ—pmtect;‘.an is imselereble

to the bureaucrat and %o the bureaucracy itself,
The theory is that governments exist to protect and serve the psople. The practise
is thet povernments exist to perpetuate thomselves, Whatever is rocquired for perpetuation

of sny administration or any system that adwinistration or system does as best it cam
perceivs the need and then meet it,
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£nads on 2 ax at end of graf, as insert

For all the worlds as though it had® not just happened/ a3l aggr again, and
buried in the “Style" section as a rview, the Pist itself printed this of :

,ﬁ‘ri\_&"‘}"(’,' _.
shazgaekeandathe press of the fagh. 4nd about Nixon. Richard J, Walton inth(mthor of

oiirks of forez.m policy. He m«%&?k%ﬁ%@%&%?"&“ﬁom on Richard Nixun covering
his entire politioal career by the/briliiant satirist hﬁnkxfﬂerbert Bbaakﬁ:ﬁnhﬁx

noted Cartoonist Herbert Block's "unique perception of Richard Mr, Hizon" going back to
the beginning of Nixon's career. Then, "

"Ggod reporters also recogniged that Nixon was a disreputable man who would do
disreput;ké:j;’venwfgre}mmible things as long as he consider it necessary to his career,
But they were not able %o say so in the mainstream newspapers and magssgines and on the
networks. For the press, most of it, had a passion for respectability and a horror of
being thought shrill or strident or extreme....lndded, if the press hed not been so
handicapped by its own genitlity, if it had not been in such awe of men in high places,
Nixon would probably never have been electsd President."

This tells it as it hes been and ie about the press{
fnote 1 On 12/18/74

The courta?



It 1-9.3-% bureaucraciess mfix of the inteldigences scrvices savW their sur-
vival n.wda and as il.cu.viduala among the guilty sought to serve their own that what
did come out about The Watergate oozed up out of jt-lﬁel Hn/;:;'jof polit:wal corruption,

Who dther than some spook cculd have been the origin of the accurate report to
Tad Smule that Bt was the honcho, the report about which Sculs promptly 1ied and
pent tht; hounds mocesoosugysmamix sniffing the false spoor? And why should he have

lied - t-:'hy 4ld he?

Who besides ons of these with his own interest to serve could have fed The
Hpshington Fogt feainst wilch Hizon and his wretched stooge Agnew had inveighed, the
Post vhose extensive and valuable properties were under Nizomism threat?

The Pogt that paid off with protection, whose honored reporters, as we have seen,
rrfusud importaat stories, refused to follow established leads thnt ‘Were certu,n to yield
izportant stordes tmt to tnis unting resain wntbld. Had the Popt told the story of
Hunt's awbition to assassinate the head of amother state, had 5_.t told the story of
subversive domestic intelliigence, it would have lost is sources that it prized above
all else,

If under threat the Post, toc, had survival needs amd if im its excellent reporting
it told itself it was performing an inporiant nationsl service - as it did ~it was also
corrupted, It was, im effect, bribed.

In one form or another ome kind of corruption or another permeated all of society
and its institutions and all the protective mechanisas failed, '

There is no single imstitution that performed as it is supposed %o im protecting
either society or the system of society. Not one did its job well, Hot ome met the
most elemental standard of mcrving self-imtcorest., Not the press, not the Congress, mot
the courts or the system o:t" Justice.

I-ags_né a federal judge praisimg the felomious Attorney “emeral who admitted
his crime - the same Attorney Gemeral who had the duty of cleaning the whole thin up

but who was part of it ~ for beemn oo loyal! Would he have praised the father who stole
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Kleindienst footnote on p______

&o Cnief federal dg,sﬁrict Exsurt judge teorge » Who succeeded Sirica when
Sirica reach mandatory r:'e;Lrszaf:-nt ae as chiel jucged # Harvey Katz, writing in The
Haheingioniun x—z:-zmﬁeéio/’ﬁ )pu*c it, Hart, while graisu:g Kleindieast, frouz whom he

accepted o nilsdemeanor plea instead of the possible repetitios felony charges, "has

not fesitated o throw people in jail for comuitbing misdemsancrs like blocking a sidew

walk or parading without a permiit,”

In plain English, the judge who praise Kleindienst, the felonfittorney Cemeral
and tumed him loose with this blessing after Kleindienst had betrayed trust and the
system, is the same judge who threw in jail those who protested in obder to malke this

same gystem work,
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food for hi_ss_ hungry children for his "loyaltyr™

I car remember the Creat Depression wall, Hen were shot end killed stealing a
1oaf of bread and cases whers for tie theft of what was then valued at less tham a
quarter they received long jail sentences, withi no concern for the unfed childrei.

In those same days bank officials cleamed out the vaults and received minor punishment.
T can recall a case in Mondon, Kentuocky, where the town was virtually bankrupted by

the smbesgler who cleaned out the bank, refused to suy where he hid the money, ana after
two years in jeil became the town's richest and mnoa® unrespeched citizen,

Fhat is the kind of justice represented by praising the mreskmst Attorney Goneral
who did worse than fuil - who was hinself & felon, whose gbdication of his responsibilities
made the continuing secrecy about the unexposed crises pussible.

Today some of these crimes remaia unexposede ¥ho knows how many criminals also
rerain unexposed and unpunished?

Gomson people spend their lives in jail for relatively slight offomses, but
offenses against property. For these most serious and most subversive crimes there was
no 5% single stiff sentence. The crooked corporate exscutives pi;;’zza whet for them and

their corporations insignificant fines andl werc free and respected, Eleindinest not

(P ust el VM {Post 8/3/74)
only was praised, he [idn't even XGsé Tds licemss to practise law./And soom the papers

new
vere reporting his successful Degluning of & gmi‘itablq/ caraery one cliert paying him

$120,000 a years (Post 11/11/74)

The more repentant the Ratergute offended, the longer his sentence. This is the
way "justice" worked, Kleindinest snd cthers wore free,Tle rich and the influential
did not epend a day in jaile John Dean, whose murathom confessioms helped expose what
was exposed, wus sented to one to four years ir jail afier confession and affsr con-
sidersbles help in alll the prosecutions in vhich he waz used as s witmess. (Post 8/3/?4)-
He was also disbarred, (post 2/7/74) Dean® gentencing and Kleindimmst's not being dissb
disbarred wers the sane duy. |

And Nixon? He and his wife will receive all the rewards of honored service, fat

pemsion, office and other help, even protection. Ford tried %o subsidize him with about -
another million dodlars but the reactior was so violent it was cut heavily. But sub-



sidiged and mfardud Nixon wass.

The greater the offense agalnst society the less the punishment,

Az 4% w:s in the OGroat Depression, so it was with The Hatergatl.

The zadiment of the Depammt of Justice %ﬂtiilading is engraved, "The Place of Justice
Is & Hallowed Pl ce." That of the Supreme Court reads "Baual Justice Under law.”

That Whallowed" place is the same one that made the coveringeup posaible wnd
joined in it, Justice is equal when the Nizoms and Klenidiemsts do ot go to jail and
Aare revwarded financially?

Tnis is the lesson for our youth? This gives them the lessons ithey are tf lean?

211 socicty's proectionsy having railed, those responsible perpetuated ;;i;ulmg
and perpetuated self-protections aid the hunting of gnats.

An inconrguous example crosses all the limes, of lawyers, judges, prosecutors,
the press and sven the spookss

In the course of his succeesful bisckmeiling Humt wr-ote a threatening memo to be
.par:‘seed to the shite Houses through Bittman, Bittman had sworn he did not have it. But his
former partmer: und former law firm had their own needs and reputations and futures to
protect, so the memo surfaced. (HYPises 11/5/743Post 11/19,20/74)

Bunidyoourkhxgxexormit Une of Hunt's thrests is,"The Watergate bugzing is only
one of a nuwber of higrl: illegel .conspiracies ongmged in by one or more of the fefendants
at hs beheat of sendor White louse officials. Thess as yet undisclosed crimes can be x
praved,” (iTTimes 11/4/74)

Hixon was apprised and did agree, as one of the tapes used ir the Bmajor conspiracy
trial established, (Post 11/19/74) On Junuary 8 Nixon told Colson, "Hunt's is a simple
case.” 1% would be hundled by building public sympathy for nimé™We'll build that son ef
a biteh up like nobody's business." "We'll get" Bucklet to lead the campaign, Nixzoan added,

Bittman, when called to teatify to the mysterious dissppearance of this incriminating
memo he had had and his firm hud @5 ilmd,oxplaimdhiahavingdmemthingbyamag

Lotilzelzy
that he had "rejectex" the contents. le could defend his client without knowing what

these other "undisclosed crimes" that are "a number of highly illegal conspiracies®
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Bnécn.'.a partiot's blood boiled over Historian Arthur Bchlea:l_ugsr,.l’r,'a. letter
published in The Washington Zeost ﬂomher 25, the @ay the consirpacy~trial bsgan,
Guoting the exact words by Hunt that Braden would quote, Schlesinger said, “this
extraordinary statement has met with nearly total ineuriosity."To this Schlesinger
added," Yet I am avave of no presidential, jusidical or evem editorial demands that

this startling assertion be followed upe Does no one care...?”

5B ingide smerens Jaworski, remunber, weo a leader of one of these game Braden Fanda,

the Anderson fnd,)
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In fa;:-t; .the congyiracy-case osecutors amacunced that they had mo ineti_tion' of
asing the trial ¢o edveloy all the facts, all *;hs cyrines or z1l the conswiracies and the
pavticipsnts in then, &s the man in churge - who just happemed $o be another of those
on the earliuvr Justice “ezartmint’s gat-Hoffa squad with Bittean - James Neal, seid ir
owan court, he dptwkk and the rest of the prosecution werc mot goimg to “rua dowm every

rabbit truck we coms mecross in the mmow." (Wal) Strect vourmal 11/25/74)
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are? Hunt's knowledge of them wms in itself criminsl, not less than misprisom of a felomy,
But this is the teatimony for which Judge Sirica set still, the testimony that was not
Tollowed by blasts of editorial ocutrzze,.

What did follow 1%t is the outiage ¢f the former sppok Tom Bradem who in his writing
end Wiz publie spposrunces romuing the staucchest defender of the Cla what 4t does or
is exponed aa--:'ﬂmring done. 1% is he who corrupted s'udents and enguged in all that
nasty, illegrl znd subvorsive domesuic oparatior exvosed in 1967 as it centered around
the Notionnl Stndents' Asspoiation but actually was brosder and dm]hr, involving & large
Burber of prestigeous andt wezlthy foundstionms and funds. Ho reaponced to thare sxposures
eximomrtengiipa by thankdng God that the CIA did violate the law and th Constitution,

(Satlv-Post ) His nincority ought not be doubted. Wuile the spookery is not

& monolith, Praden representing what is called "liberal” ik its factions and Humt the
foonservative,” all factions sy true believers end their beliefs sre predicated upon
the assuwwmption that the end justifies the means. They slone know what is vight and good
for the country and the hell with the law and the Constitution when thio psrceived good
is to be done,
outrage B

S0 Braden addrosped himself in yagkesgs to funt's testimony, Incongruously, toos

e nlied this porsgrapn of Hunt's successful blackuail threat "The last big
wystery" of The Hatergute in his syndicated cojusn. (Fost 11/30/74) and Special Prosecutor
Hnery Ruth wes going 4o solve its (Ruth suceeeded Jaworski, who resigned, regarding
his teak es coupleted, as soon s the Forc-Mixon pardon desl wes get and pullea off,§ /3

How was Ruth geing to "solve” this "last bigh Watergate "smystery?®

Jy enlling ilixon as & witness, to tesiify sgminst hisself, Hhen Braden wrote this
colump Hixaon was recovering from surgery 3o correct a phlebitis condition, There was then
no doubt tha for medical reasons alone Nixon would noi be able to travel and taken the
witnens stand for mavntha, as a panel of doctors Sirlca had dispatched told him before
Bradsn®s column appeared. (Post $1/%0/74) and es Nixon's own doctors had said long ant

loudly =noughe



Nixon had assured the world, "I am not a crook."

But he had never said, "I am not a liar."

Aiowhat was he in claiming, "I am not a crook™ if mot a liar?

Why presume then, with all he had to hide, that if he tostied he would testify
any more truthfully than in gll his many statements none of which was ever other than
false?

Could anyone Teusonably believe that suddenly Hixon would stop lying, tell the truth

and the whole truth sad furdher incrisinate himself?

6B Huat, then livisg it up with the added asveral hundred thousamd Trom his autos

blography, Jndsx Cover, was barnstoruigg promotiong it. He was all over comst~tososst

TV and radip and in the papers, Dould no ints:fvimr?fn the wedia bludpeon or ontice

Schlssingasr's or
exslanntions from hin? Hot even sfter Sohdesingle rominder xf Praden's ghiimmnc

covering u»?
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is asking fbr, there will be nothing to stop him from pursuing the Hut memorandum,™
This is what encoursgement Braden extended to the aching nation, All "if"

and no senae,

é ’r— - Suppose Hixon's health did not improve? Supose he died? Supmose Siriea refused

A

to ZeEx "grant” whet Bruden cells "latitude?” Suprose the réghts of defendunds spe
Jeopardiged? Or supnose Hixon merely stands on his Pifth A!u.‘*ndrsnnﬁrightﬁ. agﬂxfﬁt gelie
inerimination?

Then, of eourse, former executide spock Braden hos emculpet-d 211 of those who
failed as well es 211 thoce who mo engeged im these wnexposed connpirncies,

Beginning with his old CIA cromies and £ fellovw travellers,

True anouzh, Hunt reports scrious and mexposed orime, And trve snoush it hog
to be exposed, But what 1¢ wrong with soclety's regular machimery for that? Why wasn't
this same Hemxy Ruth doing what he wa: charged with doing shout it, ae his predeceasors
Jaworski and Cox had not? Indead, why had Bittman mot been indicated rather then along
with Nixon bedns designated no more tham an "undicted co-conspirator?' Why did Ruth not
rush %o the grand Jury with this memo tha#’ could have been h 4 at any tirme i anybody
had roally wented 4%, Hunt having aimalled its existencs, and charge Bittman, if only
with obstrueting justice snd misprison of a felony for withhelding the memo?

hmt was meoiﬁ lagal history's most frequest witnesses. He appeared before
grand juries countless 4imes; before a2 mumber of corrdittees of tho Congresn, and as a
witness ia trials. Indeed, Ruth hed had him testify in that very trial just & few
days sariier, the $risl of thees “genior White House officiala” |

Why bad Hunt mot besn ausstioned sbout these sericus, undizclosed orires? By
Ruth? If mot earlier them the moment Hogank Hartson's meeds required the disgorging of
& copy of tiis memory-holed memo? Could Araden not think of this?

Homt xlwmsﬁhxﬂm protoction, having been immuniged, If he
had or pretended one, the problem was sasily solved and Ruth hsd the pow:r:--li;.'au:.u;r;im hinm

all over agein. If Hint refused to testify o what he claimed to know and gaid "can be



proved” he could limger in durance vile long enough to ke boil his literary pots

F.:ith another tuo-scors chenp novels, Those whose philosophy suited his, those whose polie=
ticel views he shared, tho:;e he served, Nizon, Metchell. bardiem and company had elready
seen £0 4t by their corrupting of the grande-jury system ixis from an institution for the
protection of »sople against oppressive government intc an institution for political
opprression, as the Trial Lawyers® Association's publication had reported. As long as a
grand jury remuined in gsession and Hunt remained silent Hunt remained .in‘ Jjaile

B:mdm'é scholarly solution is like burning the barn to barbscue a stesk.

Bamxerfysmar sprok ki nansensexcun b rhu s pe e xaf e O T e SRAR KON SMRNEEE

Braden's career in spooking snd his lifetime defense of it and them make it
impossible to pass this off as no more than nonsensge. If he knevw nothing of concpirscies
anc _thra way they work prior to mmk joining up - and up fairly high = in the CIi,; he
curely lserned there that the essence of conspiracies is to limit to the pructise of
all apooks everywhore, t0 "need $o know," Nixon need not knos of a single wimm
one of these conspiracies,

But Hunt did. And Huni could name others who dideAnd Braden knew this.

Bobody asked thmt to testify because his tostimony wusn't wanted and the coveringe
up had Rever stopped. ot asking Hunt them or earlier is continuiiy; the covering up.

Wha Praden wmfe, in fact, is anot}wr means of sccomplishing the same end, In
Braden'’s case . e can be attributed with sases full disclosure led inevitably %o
his fellow trav_enara of the Clia, as we have already seen,.

The real outrege is that the Bradens write such columms sna they are uncritically
published througlout the length and bredith of the laz.ld, miginforuing the people gnd
{urther corrupting the corrupted society.

Thers was no Poat editorial outrage on the facing page of editorials.

legialators®

The dowe of the Capitol did not riag with indignant complainis.

All sysiems normal, All failing, all self-proteciing.

One thinks, writers, investigates and lives with e sense of doju~Vu.

Here we go agsinl



