The Devil?s Advoocade

While Haker®s posing of overly-limited questions as & nean of esteimating Hixon'@
per-oral involvomint in thege YWhite ﬂawm horrors,” !itchell's £x apt dtr:scr;".ption.
served $o rule oul nore basic questioms, they ‘are good questions to ask weswinckiks
4n oo _wobion vith the Himt bdberys what did he kmow, when did he kwow it and what dia
he do about it?

Khep he knew has a EE an asnwer :;opiu:am" .from the evideuce becausc Nixon was able
to control what became known and ¢ suppress uhqt 4t served his interest to suppresss
Thers can be mo doubt that he Imew eveyything imnediatelys This io the way povernmehiFs
worke liot only that, but nobody dared act im his name om what coudd ruin him and
condomm hin in perpetulty without his kmoledge amd assente More renrehensible crimesys
more subversive crincs-were corditted to hid; his involvement and that of so nany of his
cloosts #dvis 7s ami parsonal staffe If all of those Hugh Skdey described as "his
squslid orew of fanatics’(Times 8/5/74) who Smoumted Yinic mometrous assauli upom
the Congtitutuon® - Sidey'srwords again -~ {Pimes ﬁfﬁ/’}'@ were more insmne snd mOY®
irresponsible tham their incredible record shows then to be they still would not have
éared widriicn piie more serdous crires atop the dmpicabla one detacted without his
knovlodges Loast of all would thoy hava bribed, u: :.ng his money illogelly for that mew
iliegaiity, without his aprroval if not at his mu@z divection, When he knew has to
be iLwedintely. But becpuse he olaims it was not mx‘é;il Harch 21,1977 here we examine
hia owr rucord on that, &5 we do what he lmew and what he did about it,

Wixon mads this record on his owa alaso illami clandestine bugdng and dapping. Whem
he released his ova vergion of his owvn selection of these tapes he mads the firet record
available, It was soon established that his was not an honcot record because it was
incomplete, the most important tapes all ngeﬁly not existing at all.aung Ho:z;ﬁelibemw
destroyed, as vas established in Judge Sirz.ea'a court mat by a psnel of expemris ku on

whon Iﬁ.xm; and the speclel prosucuto: both wm the House Judiciary Com-ittee obtained
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This lins began with Counsel Fred Buzhardt's hysterical reaction to Jokm Dean's
testimony, in statements Buzhardt supplied to the Semate Watergate committee and in
questions he asked it to ask of Dean, It was continued by Ehrlichman and Haldeman

in their testimony before that comzities,



dubs or copies oi the tapes and made its own tremscripts it was established that Nixzon's
wers nos Loneshe Incininn,ﬁ.ne paBsages were siiminated ard pltered.

The official explanation of this corruplion of evidemce is that Hixon wes playisng
"devil's unuvovate,” an gbsurd falsshood adopbed from one of Hixon'a: selfes rviag
doclarationse +% is oleimed for him that all his disclosures on Zhe trenrcipts of
those ol s fayes not still supureesed wers not admisgions Wut soe apecisl kind of
aizprian quociioning calculated to extract truth from wiwllling asmistanis, Onlv
Whii douse az desparate as this ome and omly a stefi of mur Fixomegathered sc:ci'apaﬂw
would aot rebel at this self-dencenings

What was forgoiien is that Nixom knew he was bugging hinself ond those with whom
he couferred, de knew and “zldeman kmev, Home of ths others did, Therefore, Nixom and
Haldongn hwd an advantage too gréat to measure. They could entrap ctherss They could
contrive false records of what they kmew and diwﬁ/lmow anc what they did and did
not aoe Yhoy coulc and did feign ignorance of vhat was well known to them, They could
constouct & Jelonse Tor thenselvess

Bug evan t is is not enouzh to socgrenncke exculpute Nixone

It vas clainsd Tor him that the totality of the tranceripie establish his inrcconce,
The opposite is true out were it not there oan be no er.",gamtian in g nanufachired
records The tapes lidmon knew were being made cannot be used to acquiit hime Bubt thwy can
be used Yo convict hime

Thay o

They alse conviet him of the dishomesty because he went cver all the corruptisg of
hiz o 4.pes anc sccording to his own *mm did the editing.

Af$ar the roal words he spoke were lesiked Myxtlw from the House Judiciary Com ditee
the White House had $0 reset and it dide Ron Ziegler, whon Nixon had dvawm closer to
hivsell wien he had to let Haldeman and Bhrlichmsn go, was his spokesusn, The White
Bous: makes quite a production of its transcripts of theme mews conferencas, That in vhich
Zlegler vas asked about the distortioms in the Nixon versioms of Nixom's tapes is hoadeds
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"Phe sroperation |of the teamserdpts] was undertsloen bpximrrrn mder the supervision
of the “oumwl'* OfTice, apecifionlly Mr, L""@ﬁ* Buzhnrdt, s These transcrints were them
relistened to by individuals in the Coingel's OFfice mad thom revieved with the Yrosident
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LTS T nnn'h-“:m’n Pace 1o viork with his cant-3ron sut

iz mertinent 40 what ! ¢ unembarrsed “snawer” to a question pointine oud
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Vhit e £l the anvectd e peacrdnest
a White Hoh £l the aneott: pecrdnzs{(p.2%)

g, Rom, hos anyone in the White House double-chocked the part of the lisreh 22 tupe
that s famseribee by the White House %o determine whothes tha President said, *Get
off the eoverwup 1ine," as the Whits Housme tranacript shows, or "Get on with the o vere
up pisng” as the cowdtles versiun shuiie"

Mre Ziegler, T think they havee

(o Who?

wesder novear astd "rho. A3 he setundly sodd "Ged om uith the cover=up plaa” does

aot moan that 2t alls
Peee¥inat The Pivoidemt lu dofne hem Lo not saying 'Get on with

tha nn‘m‘e“ﬁ_uv, .‘. p; 2‘?)
this :
Iz witiheld toanseript of Harch 22 thet Nixon's counsel, St Cladr, described

wta

it
as o "dubiosw: rolew mes " (p.0)

“he beibing of Hwit came up dn this news eonfermce when g o porter akod,”qeehor do
yor rrsolve: e Aiffe. ner.e.betws n the Pracidint teliing ive Fovide ropeatadly thaet
In mis view saying hushemoney i3 40 Wotesgute doferdands such we Mupt Loula beo TR 4T iy
and the trnscripte shoving ropeatedly that b enterfained the idea fevorably und szt one
point misdy YWoll, for Chrl-t¥s nske smt 4%,% und at stobber point sodd, 'well, yes, we'll
g0 thal route,® or sooething to that affnet"

Ziegler mnde 2 noneresmonse beciniing ik a falgohood,"ell, I +hink thet is

subjiect Bhad b born cobered g svder sl %7 that 1 20ally heve nothin: to add to tlinthe
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et orcer & iRl of lushesney is seacthing ,L;‘., w31l be

That the Proddond sadf, "Well for Chrdots®s scdte get 41" anc Hunt was thes glven
$15900 via Zitwants mailoon de Hivan Fotd not ondur & peytinnt ol hush-moncye® »
This ures: coferenes was tha dayr #fdar not the Jooidne but the official reloane
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For the most part purchasefgdid little or no reading of thesc transcripts. They are
szze lengthy. The Bantam edition is $¥¥ 877 pages long. They are in chromological
sequence and undigested, which meens that they must be read and rercad for sense/ 4humbing bae
muad forth
for they reuain largely fncomprehensible, This discouraged reading, However, they

timewpressured

looked nice on end tables, sugiosting the ovner kept up on current affairs., Makins/sense
of this mountain o words was too much for the dailv press, which did its very zood

beat to collate theme ut ths volwse prevented completeness,



By the Houso cemdtios of an instalinent of three dogen volumesn of official ~Tid noss
By then Zicglor dida®t bother to nrotost sthen T xos was called 2 lhers lor £id 2o 1fose
hig tenper over so invidious a refervner to Rio hero, the Precidont of The Vg st Statese
fixon romgined mwmvch#d bui by then it was all a rear-guard eoti n il occasional
pﬂﬂ.w—-rvlntx sm~ foints that wore &tiacks that no lomger had power o Znilil NCe
dniy tho u,m:;r_nﬁmte, the mthinking Hixor heivcoro protended there ves any cucstion

about Nizon's personed involvement in these crinese For Lhe i‘:.rt tire o majorily of

Ams icens were roflected in the pnl'=' a0 f&l’om&, e du p{ ﬁf hi .vrt, royainE: sanvielioryy

Wops K AR Before the louse comrittes rolesced corrcet versions of
thoss of the tapes it had, a snall percentage of the gosdl sorcoatuge Hixoa lwt the
apaciall prosceutor have, all that was available is Hixon's own versions. In thes,
agide fro: omis-ions sz changes to eliminate the most incrimimating, olight «licrations
even in munctuation, made » vaat differvnce, Ir rending rather thaw in hoaring 2
eomplet: revergel in sonse is accomplished by vsirg & question mark instesd ol an
explanstion point, s in the directiva to par Hv:x_'i; off,

Dagpite 511 ho did $¢ alter his owa trenscripbs, vhen Nixom had no roal alteruxtive
to the i ort nc made in rékeasing thes, he relesasec g seli-incicimat as ao other
President had - ever, Here are & few exauvles, The citations are to tie Huntem edition,

Y-

the mont widely distributed of the uillioms of copies that '.Lsere gold. Thu resder is

cautioned aguin to remember that Ii;i.xofpmd KXY R “alﬁm both ﬁ%‘ thai every

word was being cavtured and preserved on tape vhereasothors, like Doan and Enxrlichs 4‘43)
did note Thus vhen fixzon = "P" - gays "I don't kmow ubout amyshirg else” dn the liret
excerpt, periw.s e did not, which ie izprobable, wnd perhaps he said this so ihs tapes
would make it apoear he did noimou sbout snythimg elac.” The second excerpt, frou the

same tape, proves he lied, It says Nixon did }:ésw about Humi's ITT work.
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The meader can judge withether this is "®evil's advooacy” of just plain devilfry,

Guilt of many crimes is unhidden. Devil of bhi: advocate, Nizon had, ﬁiaclﬁsed
and discussed his knowledge of and his direct participation in the rost aeriou:ls
erinesge

There are those who hold beliefs they imagine Nixon holds, whaxk whose belief
is close to what he has said, They had their guy in the White House and it denied them
dispasgsion. The oreacher of their views just had to be imnoceni,

There are those who believe in authoritarianism, Nizon truly wag one of theirse
They just d‘i(hi:t give a dman about fact or evidence or reason or proof ob anything
that was a truthful disclosure of the never-firesmed-of erimes and criminals §mn took
to the White House,

There are haters, racists who liked Nixon's catering to their prejudices.

And there are those who regurd the President as some newfangled momarch, a
man who can do no Wrongs |

For these thers is no proof for they will neither see nor credit anything, not
even what became a popular figure of speech among Mixon's Congressional defenders
during the impeachment hearings, a "smoking gun,® would be proof of the violencs he
had done to law, Censtitution, any concept of honor and decency and o the countrye

For others these gselections sre intended not to be complete but to give
sone comprehension of what went on in secret in Nixon's secret hideaways.

Those unvilling and those willing o believe may agree on the Nixonian defense,
that all his oncriminating words ave "devil's advocacy," They will no} agree on the

meaning of the lawyer's phrase, ®ome nay take it literally, not as a i:igure of speechs
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