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Mr. Jason :pstein
"ditor, Rsndom Houwme
210 -est 50th 5t.
New York, Nsw Yurk

Dear Mpr, “petain:

7hen I was In New York City last month, you wers kind enough to
squeezse ms in for & few moments. You then sald you would liks to
age my stergats book, "The Unimpsschment of Richerd Nixon," ss
soon as it 1s completsd. This is to sxplain my sdlence.

Under exceptional circumstences snd while 1a litigatiom over it, I
recelved a TOP S'CR'T Werrem Commission document I hed been trying

to obtein for sbout eight years. In and of itself it is of historie
importsnce from its content smd ss & sslf-disclosure of how the most
eminent in zovernmemt work whem they presume permesnent secrecy. How-
sver, it casn be misused to justify Nixom's gestepo-like scts and in
the delfenses of those once clomest to him. I therefors felt I had

to rush this cut under comditions that would minimize the possibili-
ties of this perversion. ‘'hile there have bsen mechsnical delays,
thet book i= mow in menufscture es snother in my "undergrouad" WHIT:-
WASH series. I hove no 1des how I will distribute it, but it will bs
aveilsble to frustrets snother possible obstructiom of Justics. It
ie alro, I think, 8 remarksble exposure of the CIA by its former hasd,
Dulles.

I sm alsc Jemes .arl Rey's unpald investigator. My little known book
FRAM=-UP, end my =ubsequent Iinvestigstions 2re the besis for sn order
- by the =ixth ecircuit court of eppesla, affirmed by the Suprseme ULourt,
that he be glven an evidentisry heering. He 1= sccused of having
sssasalnated Mertin Luther King, Jr., and is in jall for 99 yesrs,
about three of which heve been spent in solitary, but he hes never
hed » triel. This hesring, scheduled for » little more than thrss
weeks from now, i= to determine whsther he wilill recelve s triel.

The state send federel governments srs breaking their backs to prsvant
this, requiring much tims of the entirely volunteer defsense. Much of
the tims ¢ince we met has been takem up by copimg with an endless
sariss of obfuscations nnd delays despite favorable orders by & fed-
eral court. Tonight I leave onm & trip to exsmine the evidence this
court ordared be meds sveilsble. The =tate hes appesled this order
sad the trip may be » further weste of time, but I must meke the
effort. -

I have this confidencs in my work and thet of the youmg lawyer who
begen hia pert before he took his basr exems: We will, without morse
corruption, overturn both fasdersl snd state governments, the FEI snd
the famous criminal lewysr, Percy Foreman, who sslted Rry sway. @
may yet force the government to estsblish who reslly did asssssinste
Dr. King.



.

But the time and effort it requires st unpredictable momenta, sach
to meet a mew emergemcy, & new obstruction of Justice, has been a
serious intrusioam into my work oa the detergate book. I hsve been
working sway st it and, @xcept for the comclusion, it i= in unrsad
rough draft. I wust tell you honestly, I fear very rough.

However, I am slso proud thst nome of it requires sny changes exceapt
for sditorial rsesons. None of the exposures during or since the
writing require sny changses in factusl content. ith all that hes
happened, it is still new. It is s book with sigmnificant contsnt

that has not besen in the pspers. It does say how Nixon remesined un-
impeached; what he hsd to hide, largely =till unknown (imcluding his
and Ford's esrlier connections with Watergate figures); whet the of-
ficial investigetlons hid, especislly sbout the resl CIA involvements;
why he had to bribe Hunt and why Hunt sould get awsy with blackmailing
him where others couldn't; end what I believeemsy interest Gors Vidsl,
Bill Bucklsy's role in protecting Hunt, under whom Buckley served in
CIA, including what Buckley suppresssd,

It ia 2 very E?Bugh book, another of the ressons for this letter.
Perhaps it i= too tough for seceptability.

It has as a central theme snd I think proves besyond question that in
times of grest politicsl crisis, all the protaections of society fail
with increasing suthoritsrisnism oneeof the coasequences.

I ssk that you keep this confidential: Great as was the washington
Post's reporting, it was not "investigstive," it was mede possible by
the CIA through s domestic operation I have exposed complstely enough
to stamd up ia court where I do expect to take the CIA, end in return
for this fevor the Post protected this CIA fromt. The man who ran it
was immunized by both the Post snd ths prosecution despite the fact
that, while running 2 CIa front, he wes a cantral operstive in a whole
series of ColsonoWetergatings. Hs was even one of Hunt's contscts
with weshington whem Huat disappesred so the whole cover could be built.
I have this treced in unpublished officirl documents. I wss led to
this in self-defensze, becrusse I have been the object of improper CIA
interest. They s special, different front for other 1llegel domestic
opsrations. It works through privste sgenciss from one of which I
have carboms of surveillance on me, bills remdered, checks in payment,
even envelopes in which the checks wore mslled. Becsuse this second
fromt has no ‘atergste relevance, it is not included in this book.

It is what made me sensitive to the relsvant fromnt. That ons, Nixon,
Hunt snd others involved inm the Wstergste have = common psst, from
before Nixonm'e presidency.

So I wonmdsr if this k9nd of book 1s too tough in sn ers in which the
people are regsrded ss children who have to be protected from the
knowlsdge without which in my view mo form of representative soclaty
can exlst snd it end authentic freedom become illusions.

I em 8lso an edverssry writer in sm old tradition that has grown less
populsr. I seek to defsnd Justice end decency, not Ray the person,
for exsmple.

As best I can I will be reading snd editiag this draft, begianing as

soon as [ can when I return from this trip. That will be interrupted
by the hesrimg, sfter which I will resume it. This mesns there will

be more delsy before it can be retyped.



-
However, if there is snyone you would like to sexsmime it or parts
of it, that cesn elweys be possible.

In no *ense 2are we out from under the consequemces of The “atergate.
I believe they include nostiomal disssters mow seem only dimly. I
hope ianfluential publishers will come to sase this snd whet It cen
mean to them aamd to the country.

And thst s book liks this cem be socizlly useful and # commorcial
success,

3incerely,

Herold weibberg



