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multitudinous dirtyworks, actually did was floé% a rumor through frieds that he was
going to tell all and that he had come to sec Hixon as souething less than God's gilt
to the nationa and to historv. He then issued what was iuterpreted as a denail and a
refutation but was considerably less. 4n fact, it denied nothing that was essential
in the original leak from his friends. And in this studied avpidence was a clear messaget
if my throat is cut, others bleud with ne,
and if Ehrlichman squealled, Nixon and everyon. else was done in.
Hixon's immediate problem was to keep Ehrlichman quiete
The only was to do this was to protect bhrlichman,
The Jgngks Act, never mentioned in those torrent of words about thé disclosures
of the excerpts fron the tapes, is one of the legal means by which this could be accomplished.
This can best be understood by examining the Ehrlichamn "plant" with the Los angcles
‘imes and his subsequent "denial" that wes not s denial and Nixon's subsequent prowmise

that was not once regarded as or deseribud as a promisze,



