major public-relations effort to lend tke apoezrance of cowplianc. to his willful zet
of non-compliance for which any American save a nresident could eapaet to oo to ;iuil/

Thege is no single answer, no sioply explanation of "why" in this case. Indeed,
there rarely is with sociopaths,

IT this partial disclosure of the £ilth that Fizon dumped Imzmicthm insdic the
sacred portals does nothin: else it does meke perfeetly clear that he and his idnions
were and are sociopaths. Wi do sociopathe do whet ther dg?

The tough~ainded, coldly calculating Nixon, did this unprecedented in this un-
precedented manner becuuse anything esle he dic or did not do was more hurtful to himg

It was his lesser evil,

He ruined many lives in the doing, as ho had cannibalized throughout his political
Career, He lmew he wa doins it an tried to put a prettier face on it in & .nouneing what

he was about to do.

But the lives of those he ruineci, those he defamed in rerpetulty, are not thess who

in twm :
could ruin himn,

There was and there went unnoted in the media an interestins twist to the dute
of his speech and publication. In effect he picked 1t, .

It was due five days later than the time called for by tho subpena. Ye had askod the
House to give hiu five more days in which to reapord and it had grented the couttesy.

In those five days, as he knew and as was no secret, there would be an eng to the
trial of two of his former cabinet officers end his tvo chief re-clection caripuig:
functionaries. His former Attorney General, John Mitchell, and hic Former Secretury of
Commerce, were being tried on charges of personal and political corruption in New York
City. When lluxon asked for the Tive-day delay the case was ready for the jury, hich retuned
its verdict of "not guilty" (in that case not identical with "fonocent"),on a sSunday,
april 28, just two days before Nixon's self-exposure, \

S0, the Tirst and the obvious explanation af his seeldng the delay is not because he

ne:ded more time, the one he £ave, but to keep the sesmtest #dvelotions about the crociked-

ness and the obstructions of justice and the bribery that could have irnfluenee sni enwalar



