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W
hite H

ouse and W
atergate: A

 'M
isunderstanding' 

T
h

ere h
as b

een
 a lo

t o
f sh

red
d

in
g

, 
erasin

g
, lo

sin
g

, d
eep

-six
in

g
, b

u
rn

in
g

, 
hushing, conspiring, suborning, perjur-
ing, resisting, defying, firing, resigning 
by M

r. N
ixon and som

e of his em
ploy-

ees sin
ce certain

 o
f th

em
, o

p
eratin

g
 

w
ith

 h
is m

o
n

ey
 an

d
 in

 h
is n

am
e, co

n
-

ceived, authorized, organized, staffed, 
financed and adm

inistered the W
ater-

gate break-in and cover-up. 
A

n
d

 M
r. N

ix
o

n
 h

as n
o
t resp

o
n

d
ed

 
w

ith lightning indignation w
hen stum

-
bling upon his in-house crim

e w
aves. 

O
n M

arch 17, 1973, he learned about 
the E

llsberg burglary. O
n A

pril 25 the 
A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral fo

u
n

d
 o

u
t ab

o
u

t it. 
T

hen M
r. N

ixon ordered the inform
a-

tio
n

 sen
t "im

m
ed

iately
" (h

is w
o

rd
) to

 
the judge in the E

llsberg trial. 
O

n M
arch 21, 1973, John D

ean told 
M

r. N
ix

o
n

 h
e h

ad
 b

een
 p

ay
in

g
 h

u
sh

 
m

o
n
ey

 to
 W

aterg
ate d

efen
d
an

ts. O
n
 

A
pril 23 M

r. N
ixon announced that he 

had called D
ean to assure him

, "Y
ou're 

still m
y counsel." O

n A
pril 30 he fired 

him
. T

oday M
r. N

ixon refuses to sur-
render tapes of W

atergate-related con-
versations. 

T
his is w

hy som
e incorrigible skep-

tics doubt the intensity of M
r. N

ixon's 
reiterated

 d
esire to

 "g
et th

e w
h

o
le  

sto
ry

 o
u
t." B

u
t to

 g
iv

e th
e P

resid
en

t 
h
is d

u
e, th

e cru
x
 o

f h
is sto

ry
 h

as n
o
t 

v
aried

 fo
r 1

0
 m

o
n
th

s, sin
ce M

ay
 2

2
, 

1973. T
hat's w

hen the issued a w
ritten 

statem
ent, one of his earliest explana- 

tions of everything. H
e said: 

"It w
o

u
ld

 ap
p

ear th
at o

n
e facto

r at 
w

ork w
as that at critical points various 

people, each w
ith his ow

n perspective 
an

d
 h

is o
w

n
 resp

o
n

sib
ilities, saw

 th
e 

sam
e situ

atio
n
s w

ith
 d

ifferen
t ey

es 
and heard the sam

e w
ords w

ith differ-
ent ears," 

M
r. N

ixon's story is that a lot of his 
em

ployees ran am
ok because of som

e 
d

read
fu

l m
isu

n
d

erstan
d

in
g

s o
f h

is 
stated w

ishes. P
eople kept m

isconstru-
ing his w

ords. 

F
o

r ex
am

p
le, E

g
il K

ro
g

h
, h

ead
 o

f 
th

e • p
lu

m
b
ers u

n
it, o

rd
ered

 th
e E

lls-
berg burglary. H

e thought he W
as com

-
plying w

ith M
r. N

ixon's forcefully ex-
p

ressed
 d

esire th
at "th

e u
n

it sh
o

u
ld

 
fin

d
 o

u
t all it co

u
ld

 ab
o

u
t M

r. E
lls-

berg's associates and his m
otives." (M

r. 
N

ixon, M
ay 22 statem

ent.) M
r. N

ixon 
h
as said

 (M
ay

 2
2
) th

at th
e b

u
rg

lary
 

w
as 

a 
d

read
fu

l b
u

t u
n

d
erstan

d
ab

le 
m

isunderstanding. "B
ecause cf the em

-
phasis I put on the im

portance of pro-
tectin

g
 n

atio
n
al secu

rity
, I can

 u
n
d
er- 

stand how
 highly m

otivated individu- 
als co

u
ld

 h
av

e felt ju
stified

 in
 en

g
ag

-
in

g
 in

 sp
ecific activ

ities th
at I w

o
u

ld
 

have disapproved." 
K

ro
g
h
's "m

isu
n
d
erstan

d
in

g
" is in

-
d

eed
 u

n
d

erstan
d

ab
le. H

e rep
o

rted
 d

i-
rectly

 to
 Jo

h
n
 E

h
rlieh

m
an

, w
h
o
 re-

p
o

rted
 d

irectly
 to

 M
r. N

ix
o

n
. T

h
ree 

w
eeks 

before 
th

e
 b

u
rg

la
ry

 K
ro

g
h

 
w

rote a m
em

orandum
 to E

hrlichm
an: 

"W
e w

o
u

ld
 reco

m
m

en
d

 th
at a co

v
ert 

o
p

eratio
n

 b
e u

n
d

ertak
en

 to
 ex

am
in

e 
all the m

edical files still held by E
lls-

berg's psychiatrist." E
hrichm

an's w
rit-

ten
 ap

p
ro

v
al: "If d

o
n
e u

n
d
er y

o
u
r as-

su
ran

ce th
at it is not traceable." E

hr-
Iich

m
an

 say
s h

e d
id

 n
o

t th
in

k
 h

e w
as 

ap
p

ro
v

in
g

 b
u

rg
lary

. H
e say

s th
e b

u
r-

glary w
as a dreadful m

isunderstanding 
of his w

ords. 
O

n
 S

ep
t. 1

5
, 1

9
7
2
, w

h
en

 th
e g

ran
d
 

jury indicted only seven people in con-
n

ectio
n

 w
ith

 th
e W

aterg
ate b

reak
-in

, 
M

r, N
ixon said som

ething com
plim

en-
tary to John D

ean. M
r. D

ean, w
ho had 

b
een

 stru
g
g
lin

g
 to

 k
eep

 th
e lid

 o
n
 th

e 
cover-up, thought he w

as being com
pli-

m
en

ted
 fo

r h
is stru

g
g
le. S

o
 h

e stru
g
-

g
led

 o
n
. T

h
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se say

s th
is 

w
as a dreadful m

isunderstanding. 

O
n M

arch 21, 1973, M
r. N

ixon said 
"it w

o
u
ld

 b
e w

ro
n
g
," an

d
 h

e say
s h

e  

m
eant that it w

ould be w
rong to offer 

hush- m
oney and clem

ency to silence 
W

aterg
ate d

efen
d
an

ts. B
u
t 

ev
id

en
tly

 
there w

as • a dreadful m
isunderstand-

in
g

. O
r, at least, M

r. N
ix

o
n

's w
o

rd
s 

w
ere in

 v
ain

. S
o
m

eh
o
w

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
's 

friends paid $75,000 of M
r. N

ixon's left-
over cam

paign funds as hush• m
oney a 

few
 h

O
u
rs after M

r. N
ix

o
n
 say

s h
e 

voiced his disapproval. 
T

he W
hite H

ouse story appears to be 
th

is. T
h

e E
llsb

erg
 b

u
rg

lary
 an

d
 th

e 
W

atergate cover-up resulted, in large 
m

easu
re, fro

m
 in

ad
v

erten
t m

isu
n

d
er-

stan
d
in

g
s b

y
 p

eo
p
le w

h
o
 co

u
ld

n
't g

et 
straight w

hat M
r. N

ixon w
as saying he 

w
anted. S

tudents of O
gden N

ash's po-
etry

 w
ill reco

g
n

ize th
is as th

e "U
n

cle 
H

annibal the C
annibal" defense: 

/ often grieve for U
ncle H

annibal 
W

ho inadvertently becam
e a cannibal 

H
e a

sked
 

A
u

n
t M

ary
 to

 
ro

a
st th

e 
gobbler; 

S
h
e 'u

n
d
ersto

o
d
 h

im
 to

 say, th
e cob-

bler, 

If 
I u

n
d

erstan
d

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se 
story correctly, M

r. N
ixon is like U

ncle 
H

annibal. A
nd K

rogh and even D
ean 

are L
ik

e A
u
n
t 

M
ary, 

w
h
o
se zeal ex

-
ceed

ed
 h

er ju
d
g
m

en
t, an

d
 w

h
o
 d

id
 

w
rong in a cause she deeply believed 

to be right. 


