
Im
peachm

ent counsel John D
oar and Judiciary C

om
m

ittee C
hairm

an P
eter R

odino. 

R
ow

land E
vans 

A
nd R

obert N
ovak 

C
over-U

p 
E

videncc: 
S

e
e
k

 $
'■'\ 

—
A

nd D
eny 

C
ontrary to contentions by P

resident 
N

ix
o
n
 an

d
 h

is sen
io

r aid
es th

at th
e 

H
ouse Judiciary C

om
m

ittee has gone 
far beyond the S

pecial P
rosecutor's of-

fice in
 req

u
estin

g
 ev

id
en

ce, b
o

th
 are 

seeking—
and have been denied—

the 
sam

e p
resid

en
tial co

n
v
ersatio

n
s d

i-
redly related to the W

atergate coverup. 
O

ne such conversation is M
r. N

ixon's 
talk

 last A
p
ril 1

6
 w

ith
 h

is th
en

 to
p
 

aid
es, H

. R
. H

ald
em

an
 an

d
 Jo

h
n

 D
. 

E
hrlichm

an. T
he W

hite H
ouse refusal 

to give that tape to John D
ear, counsel 

fo
r th

e Ju
d

iciary
 C

o
m

m
ittee's im

-
peachm

ent proceedings, follow
s a sim

i-
lar denial. to S

pecial P
rosecutor L

eon 
Jaw

orski. 
T

his, then, is the latest W
hite H

ouse 
strateg

y
 en

u
n
ciated

 to
 n

ew
sm

en
 b

y
 

sen
io

r aid
es last w

eek
 an

d
 reiterated

 
by the P

resident in C
hicago F

riday: ac-
cu

se D
o
ar an

d
 h

is staff o
f m

ak
in

g
 

reckless dem
ands for evidence far be-

y
o
n
d
 Ja

w
o
rsk

i's in
 th

e
ir p

a
ssio

n
 

ag
ain

st th
e P

resid
en

t. T
h
at sh

ifts th
e 

question of w
hether M

r. N
ixon w

as in-
volved in the W

atergate cover-up to a 
co

n
fu

sed
 an

d
 en

d
less p

ro
ced

u
ral d

e-
bate over raiding the W

hite H
ouse files. 

B
u
t th

e strateg
y
 is so

 far rem
o
v
ed

 
fro

m
 th

e
 tru

th
 th

a
t it th

re
a
te

n
s to

 
backfire. R

epublicans on the Judiciary 
C

o
m

m
ittee w

h
o
 h

ad
 b

een
 stead

fast 
N

ix
o

n
 su

p
p

o
rters are in

fu
riated

 o
v

er  

w
hat they consider attem

pted sabotage 
of the .im

peachm
ent proceedings. 

T
he core of the present W

hite H
ouse 

strategy is its contention that Jaw
orski 

has in hand, as M
r. N

ixon told the C
hi-

cage E
xecutives C

lub F
riday, the "full 

sto
ry

 o
f W

aterg
ate" an

d
 n

eed
s n

o
 

m
o

re in
fo

rm
atio

n
. S

en
io

r aid
es h

ad
 

been spreading the identical w
ord for 

10 days. T
hus, as so often is the case, 

M
r. N

ixon w
as repeating a w

ell-orches-
trated them

e. 
T

h
e th

em
e stem

s fro
m

 Jaw
o

rsk
i's 

strange luncheon w
ith m

em
bers of T

he 
N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es W
ashington bureau 

F
eb

. 2
6
. T

h
e T

im
es m

en
 claim

in
g
 it 

w
as o

n
 th

e reco
rd

 an
d
 p

u
b
lish

ed
 a 

story; Jaw
orski, claim

ing it w
as off the 

reco
rd

, w
as fu

rio
u
s. A

sk
ed

 at lu
n
ch

 
w

h
eth

er th
e W

aterg
ate co

n
sp

iracy
 

w
ould ever be solved, Jaw

orski replied 
his prosecutors had pretty w

ell solved 
it. In T

he T
im

es, that cam
e out as Ja-

w
orski saying his office "knew

 the full 
story" of W

atergate. 
T

h
e
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 n
a
s g

le
e
fu

lly
 

seized
 o

n
 th

at T
im

es sto
ry

 as p
ro

o
f 

th
at th

e H
o
u
se Ju

d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee 

needed only the very sam
e docum

ents 
given Jaw

orski. In fact, how
ever, as of 

F
eb. 14, Jaw

orski had been denied 27 
ad

d
itio

n
al tap

e reco
rd

in
g

s an
d

 th
e 

n
u
m

b
er is still larg

er to
d
ay

. C
o
n
fro

n
-

tation in the courts betw
een Jaw

orski 
and the P

resident w
as avoided only be- 

cause the prosecution did not w
ant to 

delay the W
atergate indictm

ents. 
T

o show
 that C

ongress and the S
pe-

cial P
ro

secu
to

r are b
ein

g
 d

en
ied

 th
e 

sam
e inform

ation, Jaw
orski sent D

oer 
a letter last W

ednesday containing in-
form

ation w
ithheld from

 the public: a 
list of evidence denied the prosecutors 
by the W

hite H
ouse. T

hat list is strik-
in

g
ly

 fam
iliar to

 D
o
ar, co

n
tain

in
g
 

m
any of the 42 tapes the W

hite H
ouse 

also has denied him
. 

N
or does D

ear's rejected list of evi-
dence fit the P

resident's charge in C
hi-

cago F
riday that the H

ouse com
m

ittee 
is seeking evidence "w

ithout regard to 
relevance." L

ike Jaw
orski's, D

ear's de-
n
ie

d
 re

q
u
e
sts g

o
 to

 th
e
 h

e
a
rt o

f 
w

hether M
r. N

ixon w
as involved in the 

W
atergate cover-up. 
T

h
e O

v
al O

ffice tap
es o

f A
p
ril 1

6
 

co
u
ld

 b
e p

articu
larly

 Im
p
o
rtan

t. O
n
 

A
pril 15, A

ssistant A
ttorney G

eneral 
H

en
ry

 P
etersen

 u
rg

ed
 th

e P
resid

en
t 

not to fire John W
. D

ean III as W
hite 

H
ouse counsel because he w

as cooper-
ating w

ith the prosecutors. N
everthe-

less, on A
pril 16, the P

resident asked 
for D

ean's resignation. A
s D

ean w
aited 

to
 see M

r. N
ix

o
n

, lie later testified
, 

H
ald

em
an

 an
d

 E
h

rlich
m

an
 em

erg
ed

 
fro

m
 th

e O
v

al O
ffice lau

g
h

in
g

—
b

u
t 

uickly sobered w
hen they spotted him

. 
W

hat 
had 

th
e P

resid
en

t said
 

to  

H
ald

em
an

 an
d

 E
h

rlich
m

an
? H

ad
 h

e 
discussed P

etersen's recom
m

endation 
th

at h
e fire th

em
 im

m
ed

iately
 w

h
ile 

retaining D
ean? D

id he that day direct 
H

aldem
an to review

 the recording of 
th

e fam
o

u
s M

arch
 2

1
 m

eetin
g

 w
ith

 
D

ean
 d

u
rin

g
 w

h
ich

 h
u

sh
 m

o
n

ey
 fo

r 
W

atergate defendants w
as discussed? 

D
id he talk about the break-in of D

an-
iel E

llsb
erg

's p
sy

ch
iatrist's o

ffice, 
w

hich only one day earlier he had or-
d
ered

 P
etersen

 n
o
t to

 in
v
estig

ate? 
W

ere D
ean

's in
terv

iew
s w

ith
 W

ater-
g
ate p

ro
secu

to
rs d

iscu
ssed

? O
r w

as 
none of this m

enitoned? 
A

lthough the W
hite H

ouse says the 
O

val O
ffice surreptitious tape recorder 

ran
 o

u
t o

f tap
e o

n
 S

u
n
d
ay

, A
p
ril 1

5
, 

tap
e w

as p
resu

m
ab

ly
 rep

len
ish

ed
 o

n
 

M
o
n
d
ay

 m
o
rn

in
g
, A

p
ril 1

6
. If so

, it 
could go far either to im

plicate or ex-
culpate the P

resident. 
S

in
ce th

e sp
ecific relev

an
ce o

f th
e 

A
pril 16 tape cannot be denied, the re• 

fusal to give it and other equally rele-
vant docum

ents to either C
ongress or 

th
e S

p
ecial P

ro
secu

to
r seem

s h
ig

h
ly

 
su

sp
icio

u
s. T

h
at m

ay
 b

e u
n

m
erited

. 
B

u
t th

e tran
sp

aren
t fictio

n
, sp

read
 

first by M
r. N

ixon's aides and now
 by 

the P
resident him

self, that requests by 
the H

ouse investigators go far beyond 
d

em
an

d
s o

f th
e S

p
ecial P

ro
secu

to
r, 

can only heighten that suspicion. 
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nterprises. Inc. 


