
R
ow

land E
vans and R

obert N
ovak 

fiff-r: 
	

7/i }/I 

M
arch 2i M

eeting: P
robing the P

resident's R
ole 

In
sid

e th
e lo

ck
ed

 b
riefcase h

eld
 b

y
 

Judge John S
irica is secret grand jury 

testim
ony by F

red L
arue, a key to cur-

ren
t in

tricate m
an

eu
v
erin

g
s w

h
ich

 
co

u
ld

 d
eterm

in
e w

h
eth

er R
ich

ard
 M

. 
N

ixon is im
peached. 

L
arne, a 1972 N

ixon cam
paign aide 

w
ho has pleaded guilty, told the grand

•
ju

ry
 o

f p
aY

in
g

 $
2

5
,0

0
0

 to
 th

e law
y

er 
fo

r W
aterg

ate co
n

sp
irato

r E
. H

o
w

ard
 

M
int on M

arch 21, 1973, a few
 hours 

after h
u
sh

 m
o
n
ey

 w
as d

iscu
ssed

 b
y
 

P
resident 

N
ixon. 

L
aru

e's testim
o
n
y
 

an
d

 o
th

er g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 ev

id
en

ce co
n

-
tain

ed
 in

 th
e b

riefcase co
u
ld

 d
ecid

e 
th

e P
resid

en
t's g

u
ilt o

r in
n
o
cen

ce in
 

the W
atergate cover-up. 

T
hus, despite Jam

es S
t. C

lair's stud-
ied

 n
o

n
eo

n
cern

 ab
o

u
t w

h
eth

er S
irica 

d
ecid

es to
 sen

d
 th

e b
riefcase to

 th
e 

H
o
u
se Ju

d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee, th

ere is 
little d

o
u
b
t h

e an
d
 o

th
er N

ix
o
n
 d

e-
fen

se law
y

ers w
o

u
ld

 p
refer to

 k
eep

 
th

at ev
id

en
ce o

ff C
ap

ito
l H

ill. W
h
at 

m
ak

es th
is so

 im
p
o
rtan

t is th
at th

e 
events of M

arch 21 have becom
e cen-

tral to M
r. N

ixon's fight for survival. 
T

hat is because of the grand jury in-
d
ictm

en
t o

f H
. R

. H
ald

em
an

 fo
r p

er-
ju

ry
 in

 testify
in

g
 th

at M
t. N

ix
o
n
 said

  

on M
arch 21 it w

ould be w
rong to give 

hush m
oney to W

atergate defendants. 
O

m
inously, the grand jurors connected 

this w
ith L

arne's paym
ent to H

unt the 
sam

e day, C
onsequently, both L

arue's 
testim

o
n
y
 an

d
 th

e tran
scrip

t o
f th

e 
P

resid
en

t's M
arch

 2
1
 m

eetin
g
 w

ith
 

H
aldem

an w
ere put in the briefcase in-

ten
d
ed

 fo
r u

se in
 th

e H
o
u
se im

p
each

-
m

ent proceedings. 
T

h
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se co

u
ld

 n
o
t o

p
en

ly
 

oppose giving this • m
enacing evidence 

to
 C

o
n
g
ress. B

u
t Jo

h
n
 W

ilso
n
, th

e 
shrew

d old law
yer representing H

alde-
m

an
 an

d
 Jo

h
n

 D
. E

h
rlich

m
an

, co
u

ld
. 

A
lthough W

ilson vigorously denies in 
an

y
 w

ay
 rep

resen
tin

g
• th

e P
resid

en
t, 

his close connection, w
ith the N

ixon le-
gal defense long has been m

anifest. 
S

o, S
t. C

lair said it m
akes no differ-

ence w
hether S

irica sends the briefcase 
to

 th
e H

o
u

se safe in
 th

e k
n

o
w

led
g

e 
that W

ilson w
ould say it m

akes a great 
deal of difference. A

rguing that giving 
C

ongress the evidence w
ould endanger 

h
is clien

ts, W
ilso

n
's leg

al ap
p
eals 

co
u
ld

 freeze th
e b

riefcase fo
r m

o
n
th

s 
w

hile the ,W
hite H

ouse dem
ands C

on-
gress vote quickly on im

peachm
ent. 

M
o
reo

v
er, S

t. C
lair's o

ffer to
 h

an
d
  

th
e H

o
u
se all tap

es an
d
 d

o
cu

m
en

ts 
g
iv

en
 th

e sp
ecial p

ro
secu

to
r p

lu
s a 

sw
orn interview

 w
ith the P

resident at-
tem

p
ts •to

 m
in

im
ize th

e b
riefcase. In

 
fact, it co

n
tain

s o
th

er ev
id

en
ce—

in
-

cluding L
arue's testim

ony—
not about to 

be supplied by S
t. C

lair. 
S

im
u
ltan

eo
u
sly

; th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

felt constrained to m
odify M

r. N
ixon's 

version of the pivotal M
arch 21 m

eeting 
—

a m
ajo

r reaso
n
 fo

r last w
eek

's su
r-

prise press eenference. W
hile he did not 

specifically say on M
ardi 21 that hush 

m
oney w

as w
rong, the P

resident told 
th

e p
ress, h

e clearly
 m

ean
t th

e en
-

tire co
v
er-u

p
, h

u
sh

 m
o
n
ey

 in
clu

d
ed

, 
saying: "It is w

rong; that's for sure." 
L

ast w
eek

's p
ress co

n
feren

ce w
as 

b
u
t th

e
 la

te
st v

a
ria

tio
n
 in

 W
h
ite

 
H

ouse handling of the M
arch 21 con-

v
ersatio

n
. B

u
t ev

er sin
ce th

e scan
d
al 

broke open,. the P
resident has consist-

ently view
ed that day's events as crit-

ical. 
S

h
o

rtly
 after b

ein
g

 in
fo

rm
ed

 last 
A

pril 15 by A
sst. A

tty. G
en. H

enry P
et-

ersen that H
aldem

an and E
hrlichm

an 
m

ig
h
t b

e p
ro

secu
ted

 an
d
 o

u
g
h
t to

 b
e • 

fired, the P
resident instructed. H

alde-
m

an to listen to the tape recording of  

the M
arch 21 conversation and report 

back. 
W

h
at th

e tap
e p

ro
v

es can
n

o
t. b

e  
learned from

 fluctuating W
hite H

ouse 
reports. O

n July 23, M
r. N

ixon said the 
tap

es w
ere su

b
ject to

 in
terp

retatio
n
 

an
d
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e co
n
clu

siv
e. B

y
 late 

O
ctober, the P

resident and his lieuten-
an

ts w
ere claim

in
g
 th

at th
e M

arch
 2

1
 

tape w
ould prove his innocence. In last 

w
eek

's p
ress co

n
feren

ce, M
r. N

ix
o
n
 

said
 d

ifferen
t p

eo
p

le co
u

ld
 d

raw
 d

if-
feren

t co
n

clu
sio

n
s fro

m
 read

in
g

 th
e 

M
arch 21 transcript. 
B

ey
o

n
d

 h
is in

terp
retatio

n
 is th

e 
P

resident's ,reaction. A
sked last w

eek 
w

hy he _did not im
m

ediately give -the 
cover-up story to law

 enforcem
ent au-

thorities, M
r. N

ixon replied that E
hrl-

ichm
ati conducted an investigation on 

h
is o

rd
ers. Y

et, E
h
rlich

m
an

 h
as testi-

fied he m
ade no real investigation. N

or 
did anybody else. 

T
h
e fatefu

l q
u
estio

n
s o

f M
arch

 2
1
 

about P
resident N

ixon's com
m

ents, ac-
tio

n
s, an

d
 reactio

n
s h

av
e p

ersisted
, 

largely unansw
ered, for one year. B

ut 
n
o
w

 th
ey

 sh
all b

e ask
ed

 b
y
 a H

o
u
se 

com
m

ittee fulfilling its constitutional 
duty. 

1974,
C

 
	PIA

U
I E

nterpr18ehs, 


