
W
illiam

 R
aspberry 

T
he S

ystem
: S

aved by B
its of T

ape 
"T

he other, less-reassuring lesson of W
ater-

gate: T
h

e system
 m

ay w
ork

, b
u

t it som
e-

tim
es needs a lot of help and a lot of luck." 

'O
r 

 

M
r. N

ixon finally w
as driven to con-

fess at least a little o
f w

h
at w

e k
n
ew

 
all alo

n
g
. T

h
e in

ex
o
rab

le p
ressu

re o
f 

th
e p

ro
cesses th

at w
ere u

n
d

er w
ay

 
p
ro

v
ed

, at last, irresistib
le, an

d
 th

e 
yielded. 

A
n

d
 so

m
e o

f u
s, reliev

ed
 an

d
 v

in
d

i-
cated

, are say
in

g
 th

at th
is is fu

rth
er 

proof that the system
 w

orks. O
ur C

on-
stitu

tio
n
 p

ro
v
ed

 reliab
le en

o
u
g
h
, o

u
r 

ju
stice b

lin
d

 en
o

u
g

h
, o

u
r in

stitu
tio

n
s 

independent enough and our civil serv-
ants honorable enough to see to it that 
n

o
t ev

en
 a P

resid
en

t o
f th

e U
n

ited
 

'S
tates could rem

ain above and beyond 
the law

. 
T

he system
 w

orks: T
hat is the lesson 

:of W
atergate. T

he system
 w

orks. 
W

ell, th
ere is an

o
th

er, less-reassu
r-

in
g

 lesso
n

 o
f W

aterg
ate: T

h
e sy

stem
 

m
ay w

ork, but it som
etim

es needs a lot 
of help and a lot of luck. 

T
h
e th

in
g
 th

at k
eep

s h
au

n
tin

g
 m

e is 

l

h
o

w
 m

u
ch

 th
e v

in
d

icatio
n

 o
f th

e sy
s-

te
m

 is
 th

e
 re

s
u
lt o

f tw
o
 fre

a
k
 

accid
en

ts: F
ran

k
 W

ills' d
isco

v
ery

 o
f 

tlie W
aterg

ate b
u
rg

lars an
d
 th

e P
resi-

d
en

t's d
ecisio

n
 to

 b
u

g
 h

is o
w

n
 o

ffice. 
W

ith
o

u
t th

o
se tw

o
 th

in
g

s, w
e w

o
u

ld
 

n
o
t h

av
e th

is w
eek

's d
en

o
u
n
em

en
t. I 

sh
u
d
d
er to

 th
in

k
 w

h
at w

e m
ig

h
t h

av
e 

bad by now
. 

.F
ran

k
 W

ills w
ill rem

ain
 a h

ero
 in

 
th

is h
isto

ric ep
iso

d
e, b

u
t h

e n
eed

ed
 

b
ell). If th

e b
u
rg

lars h
ad

 b
een

 b
rig

h
t 

rn
o

u
g

n
 n

o
t to

 refu
se th

e lo
ck

 o
f th

e 
D

em
o

cratic N
atio

n
al C

o
m

m
ittee's 

W
aterg

ate o
ffice, after W

ills h
ad

 re-
m

o
v

ed
 th

e first p
iece o

f tap
e. w

o
u

ld
 

M
ills have called the police? A

nd if he 
h
ad

n
't, w

o
u
ld

 w
e b

e C
o
n
g
ratu

latin
g
  

o
u
rse

lv
e
s o

n
 h

o
w

 w
e
ll th

e
 sy

ste
m

 
w

orks? 
If th

a
t stu

p
id

—
a
n

d
 so

 fa
r a

s w
e
 

know
, fruitless—

burglary had gone un-
d

isc
o

v
e
re

d
, w

e
 w

o
u

ld
 n

e
v

e
r h

a
v

e
 

know
n about the W

hite H
ouse enem

ies 
list, th

e lau
n

d
erin

g
 o

f tru
ck

lo
ad

s o
f 

cam
p
aig

n
 cash

, th
e illeg

ally
 o

p
eratin

g
 

"p
lu

m
b

ers" u
n

it, 
the 

"d
irty

 trick
s" 

ag
ain

st m
ajo

r p
o
litical o

p
p
o
n
en

ts, th
e 

cy
n
ical u

se o
f th

e P
resid

en
t's lo

y
al 

su
p
p
o
rte

rs, th
e
 u

se
 o

f g
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t 

agencies for private political vendettas 
—

in
 sh

o
rt, th

e su
b

v
ersio

n
 o

f b
o

th
 th

e 
p
o
litical an

d
 th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

tal p
ro

c-
esses. 

W
e
 m

o
st lik

e
ly

 w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t h
a
v

e
 

k
n
o
w

n
 ev

en
 o

f th
e P

resid
en

t's all-b
u
t-

su
ccessfu

l effo
rts to

 en
rich

 h
im

self 
through illegal incom

e tax deductions. 
T

h
e civ

il serv
an

t w
h
o
 leak

ed
 M

r. N
ix

-
o

n
's tax

 retu
rn

s ap
p

aren
tly

 d
id

 so
 b

e-
cau

se h
e saw

 th
e p

ay
m

en
t o

f o
n
ly

 to
-

k
en

 in
co

m
e tax

es as p
art o

f a p
attern

 
of questionable leadership, not because 
h

e su
sp

ected
 th

e retu
rn

s w
ere sp

ecifi-
cally fraudulent. 

If th
a
t th

ird
-ra

te
 b

u
rg

la
ry

 h
a
d
n
't 

b
een

 d
isco

v
ered

, w
o
u
ld

 it h
av

e o
ccu

r-
red

 to
 th

at p
atrio

t at th
e In

tern
al R

ev
-

enue S
ervice to let us know

 that w
e 

had a third-rate P
resident? 

B
u
t ev

en
 F

ran
k
 W

ills an
d
 th

e IR
S

 
p
atrio

t co
u
ld

n
't h

av
e sav

ed
 u

s fro
m

 
R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n

 w
ith

o
u

t so
m

e m
ajo

r 
help—

from
 R

ichard N
ixon. T

he inves-
tig

atio
n
 o

f th
e b

u
rg

lary
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
led

 u
s to

 so
m

e u
n
p
leasan

t facts, an
d
 

w
ould have raised som

e still m
ore un-

p
leasan

t su
sp

icio
n
s ab

o
u
t th

e n
atio

n
al 

ad
m

in
istratio

n
, b

u
t th

ere w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t 
have been the evidence upon w

hich to 
base definitive action. 

T
h

e P
resid

en
t h

im
self g

ath
ered

 th
e 

ev
id

en
ce w

ith
 h

is g
o

o
d

 o
ld

 S
o

n
y

, an
d

 
h
e p

reserv
ed

 it (o
r a lo

t o
f it, at an

y
 

rate) fo
r p

o
sterity

 fo
r reaso

n
s b

est 
k

n
o

w
n

 to
 R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n

. If h
e h

ad
n

't 
tap

e reco
rd

ed
 h

im
self an

d
 h

is fello
w

 
co

n
sp

irato
rs, o

r if h
e h

ad
 tak

en
 th

e 
tap

es to
 th

e fu
rn

ace ro
o
m

 as so
o
n
 as 

th
eir ex

isten
ce b

ecam
e p

u
b

lic k
n

o
w

l-
ed

g
e, w

e w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e su
sp

ected
 m

u
ch

 
b

u
t k

n
o

w
n

 v
ery

 little, an
d

 M
r. N

ix
o

n
 

w
o

u
ld

 still b
e firm

ly
 in

 ch
arg

e o
f th

e 
governm

ent. 
A

n
d

 w
h

at a g
o

v
ern

m
en

t it m
ig

h
t 

have been by now
. N

o reasonable per-
son can believe that the dirt, the tying, 
th

e su
b
v
ersio

n
, th

e am
assin

g
 o

f stag
-

g
erin

g
 am

o
u
n
ts o

f u
n
reco

rd
ed

 cash
 

w
ere done out of fear that G

eorge M
c-

G
overn 

w
ould w

in the presidential 
election. T

he pattern of operation—
of  

w
hich w

e still have seen only glim
pses 

—
su

g
g
ests n

o
t so

 m
u
ch

 a tactic fo
r 

w
in

n
in

g
 an

 o
ffice b

u
t a strateg

y
 fo

r 
keeping it, perhaps indefinitely. 

T
h

at isn
't as farfetch

ed
 as it m

ay
 

sound. A
nd I have no trouble w

hatever 
im

ag
in

in
g

 a L
o

u
 H

arris p
o

ll sh
o

w
in

g
 

3
5

 p
er cen

t o
f th

e p
eo

p
le fo

r. 3
3

 p
er 

cen
t o

f th
e p

eo
p

le ag
ain

st an
d

 3
2

 p
er 

cen
t o

f th
e p

eo
p

le w
ith

 n
o

 o
p

in
io

n
 o

n
 

M
r. N

ix
o
n
's em

erg
en

cy
 seizu

re o
f th

e 
g

o
v

ern
m

en
t. F

o
r reaso

n
s o

f n
atio

n
al 

security, of course. 
S

o
m

e o
b

serv
ers m

ay
 b

e reassu
red

 
th

at th
e sy

stem
 w

o
rk

s. T
h
is o

n
e is a 

little frig
h
ten

ed
 at th

e ev
id

en
ce th

at 
th

e o
n

ly
 th

in
g

 th
at h

eld
 th

e sy
sten

i to
-

gether w
as tape: a little bit of adhesive 

tap
e o

n
 th

e W
aterg

ate d
o

o
r an

d
 m

iles 
o

f m
ag

n
etic tap

e o
n

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se 
recorder—

and both of them
 there by a 

flu
ke. 

A
n

d
 n

o
w

 th
at th

e g
am

e is u
p

, n
o

w
 

after th
e w

ren
ch

in
g

 o
rd

eal o
f th

e im
-

p
each

m
en

t h
earin

g
s an

d
 th

e ag
o
n
y
 o

f 
constitutional crisis—

now
 that w

e have 
cau

g
h
t th

e th
ief m

ak
in

g
 o

ff w
ith

 o
u
r 

governm
ent and have obtained his con-

fessio
n

, it b
ein

g
 n

o
 lo

n
g

er p
o

ssib
le to

 
m

ain
tain

 th
e lie—

n
o

w
 th

ere are th
o

se 
w

h
o
 w

an
t to

 p
ass a b

ill g
ran

tin
g
 h

im
 

am
nesty. 

A
 b

ill o
f im

m
u
n
ity

 in
 ex

ch
an

g
e fo

r 
resig

n
atio

n
 m

ig
h

t h
av

e m
ad

e sen
se 

b
ack

 w
h
en

 resig
n
atio

n
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
saved the nation a season of grief. 

B
u

t n
o

w
 th

at th
e g

rief is m
o

stly
 b

e-
h

in
d

 u
s. w

h
at co

n
ceiv

ab
le g

ro
u

n
d

 is 
th

ere fo
r a g

ran
t o

f am
n
esty

? I su
p
-

p
o

se y
o

u
 co

u
ld

 treat h
im

 as a first o
f-

fen
d

er. S
o

 far as I k
n

o
w

, th
is is th

e 
first tim

e he ever tried to steal a coun-
try. 


