Ome of the morw literate ixoniuns and a continuin. defender dssopit  hinmslf
baving besn bugy d wivm in the White House without rhyme or resason is Willium 4,
P . v o g 4 5 \ A Il
Saffire. Safiire b.cane & luy Yoric Times columiot. His capitulition column '8/12/74)
uds ed the iheront and lingering peranoin of wldly Safiire, &-fendor to thr oud,
called Hizen's “epitaphi"...thoso who late you dont't vin unleso you hute then — and
then you dostroy yoursulf." Of this curse upor his vorld of encrdep & frire swid it
"show:d thot the widerlyin: leapon of Watur at hed firaliy suak in"

Hou ver, cloovhere Soffire did widerstand, an did others, whon thuewm was nothing

¢>H:‘¢,m/ vk

1uft to hids or protuct excopt the cowbinuwin . gaepeup, vldenl rimsinsd usexposed. Wher
Hixon eapitulated o whot had beeon the dmewitabl., it was les. erbarresinert to hig
loyaliats to admit what they lud wderstood all slouy but 21l slomy hed staunchly
refused to say, olocting loyulty Yo a political fijure . hosc izsgdrned belisfs wers
cloot to thedr om over loyalty to tle obligstions of writers to inform the ponle.

Safiire siad it well in tvo medmeom parucroshs he pi bt b ther lowve urithsn
rarlier aud could have boccuce it woes obvious neve to thoss wlho viould ot sec:

"L retrospret, all the nuicuvers his supoorbors congidored so ille-ndvised ir
cotabld hdn o his dncocenco Jedil an intelligcoat peiborn whon viewed es o noaang of
preventing rovelation of hid _uilt. He "owvwg! g dakar thet there wag proofj/,léﬁ
that he'Buew’; and €1l his action: for the les~t year, from 4he firing of Archibald
Cox to thu rijrctlon of subpomnus i th £ilacl;foased apn -1 to the Supriss Court
wir: abgolutily conpiotunt,

"lio wonder, then, ho vould allow no laiyrr to liston to th  tipes; he was sialling
for tirw and playing for brusks, aud 01 nuell o course thore was nobody b goulue trust
without maldiyg: him o co—conspirator. lr. Ilizon wis noever Zndceisive, nover flow:worec,

a0 BO Ly of wr huad anguisheds hin pl::-.n Waz to protset the tf;.L_‘}:'l..a‘ ot all CDEtS, sxd
Lo I
their cost wos all.”

Yo the bitter end — and the uwd was bitter— the bitdr—cuders defonded ficvsclves
a.d In condemniuy; liixon for foo litile they condermwd Idnm loss $hen personcl honor
and drbegrity donmdeds 15 was not lixon's "setions for the lest 3" bub i wctions
for tiv por thiwy two yoars of The Watez rte sgony. fron the first. Lixon “iew"
aot "from th: ririn, of Lrchibald Cox," vhich waz les thun o year eorlier, but fron
the morrt Mo nal wen cau it mul M oW hds othors besa & gyetenatic perics of
interrelated erinival wets to obutruet justice.

Sitter end for a Salfirex moung not dridzdin, tlic cup.



Lo he ovidonce Hixon Nsd to release himeelf = and it we eftcetive in cnding
Turther rovelations tht would huve boen noro revelstory, evon nor. inerd iating =

vas
fhero versz st wost les: thun o vedls of that mor. tho two resrs before Lizon,
peroonally, negen comudtting what Hixon, personclly, law. o L. eridoal wcts. The
Jwiwe 23, 1972 tapes is ovimvhelming proof of couspirscy, of obstructin: justice wnd
B rdsprison ol o felony.

In the bitt ez of his <nd Safiire gymtheciger o sort of priaciple lot wlike
Yafic loyalty for his guttercd hero. It is, of course, trus that "sherr was nobody
he could trust without melds- him a co-conupirntor." But this was mmiky not to
be loyal to thos: he would trust, to vrotecet themfron bLocemin, nurt of s crime.

ythe time JolmDesn went to juil on Szotember 3, 1974, he uzp the 14th of thola/who
served

hed mxyew oo heo rerwdned faitlful to Lbmon until he alom had agde ¢ inpoo:ible

for then to conbtinuee Keepln secrots {rom “Yeam did not keop Dean fron become &

co~conapirator. It juarante.d that “ean would become and continue to be & criminel,

Hizon wlon: 1wud » crimiual of tho willing Duen whose willin nrss wes not silfighneas

but was loyalty to n trusted lesder,

In ovoiding maldy_ otherd co-cousplm:tors lidzon was not buing an honoreble mnue
By wole ivtoz ot s dun protecting hingelf no matter how neny othors pudd the. price
for hime. dio lwd les: principle than the avergoo comion stroet-cring crimizisl

So, wha Hizon fingll:r adidtted that ldxon var guilty, his defaiders who had

PLeC man gud

&

protectoa hin from the congequences of hin gudlt lwiled hin zs = princi
adidtted chet ther Dined iy had oo aldernetiv. but to sdmit, thot he wee suilty but
of less thau he had alr ady adndtted; tlet e "mew" he was guilty of of so much
lean that he and they both luew hw had Boen pudlty of lewvr i the Saffire's
adnitied,

idxon in dis raece had th red rug relled out for ndm as v flew ot to 1ds
irpdned Vighella, The Saffire:, dn thodr disgraci, rollwed the rplited red rug out
2ot for hin but for th meelv o, to hid. Firwuscly 5 from thumsolves ana to nrctoad that
thery, ton, were wavare oily "becaus: of all the naneuvers" only "so ill-cdvised in

eptablighin, his iu ocunee," iiwhich hig "supoorters" had faith.



naged
e thiiv/remperor strutted i whnt he procliwacd th nont Buautiful of rainscont
inagined

they wevelod is hio aud ite/bocoty.de seid he wes bosutiful, they said he we: besutiful,

And oncr Mheir nalied emperor could no longor avold ssyin - he was ar nalced as he
lad besn all a2lon ;, thoy Lerated he had sbused their trust i soyin he vas so
monzific ntly d.ckod out, thut thoy lad not seen he was uclked, that he had decelved
thﬁﬂ.

Evang and Fovak dic v pemo $hing. (Colunn of &/7/74, Post) They fownd tlat
"The tumultuouw: anger of the llouse ltepublicwn cloalwoom" vas "metehed by silint
despeir ingide the White llouse storwdug from &« common soure::All hed becwn cbtrayed
ang deceivad, by the Procidont"

General Hudp, vho hed beon firin: 1t for do low, thoy elniumud had not mown

& weelt

of thet "smoidn. run" of liixon's personzl suilt witil theee—tmys bofor: they wrote
that columii,

I odimply wasn't trine.

- . - oY 5w - o '

1t was not Hixon who had butrayod them. It ic they who betrpoyec the country
to icoup in power a nen thoy had to lmov was puilty of many erimes. He did not
decelv: thinm, ¢ percly nade it possible for them to continus to d.ceive 1k maslves

political

while they, espousing wnet they sew ag his ﬁ‘liofs, continusc Aith him, cs Baffire
out it,"was stelling for time :1.d prayings for breake."

Thedr .l and thedir puilty keoulod e we: not dependent upon lds confession.
It is mot hiv confession that mad: then a sre of all th. erinec of wlich cach in His
woy was part vhether or not strictly criminslly juilty wader the United States Codoz.
Their ekhical and morsl guilt is as offensive as their legsl guilt. His comfessicx
merelt made it imposuible to pretemd amy longer that b wa: not zuilty. Them cach, to
protect hineell, allegod the ebtrayusl of logalry wu frith.

Thus each hid i self frou himself, his guilt fron his owm recosuition of it,
@id pretended a non—existent, o totally impossible imiocence from a betruyed trust.

They u.d not buen “deceived by the President," an Bvas anc loval: tricé to explaein

guny tedr personsl v special _uild, lor had they drecived thengelvos. Even Jran vag



awgre from thu vary begin dn.; 'é:h.-t What he was doing wan oriwdngl. Lo wun rien erousgh
to adimdt it and net to blume it on 4ixon, He did not decwive hinpulf and the others
aid e ware not deceived by lixons They ne-ded o "suaokdn wil™ The realitics of their
official lives demiced themipnorance and the inocenee they could claim by iniocence,

"hsdbstrayed aun deceived" them,

that ho

Lheyare the deceivers, they the ebtrayers.

Their responsibility is mot xoox to 2 man but to . nation and a trust, They
deeeived the nation, they ebtrayed their trust.

Blamin in on kizon war thedr final botrayel of the public trusi, their lstest
ducartion.

1t io ¢l decelt and the butrayal of trust that cach preciised in putiin . the
vrotection oif' a crimival if not « dangwrous ill Prasident in thr duy of nuclizr power
ahead of all 1se that endangered the nation more than did the crimes they conspircd
to hide.

Without this fron so vast a number, the notion wouldilrve been epurie the agony
of mor: thuu tue yeura of The Usturjmte and the terrible sufTeriiy i% vadd nore
terrible becauns it was perpstuated. Without thie the economic disaster incvitsble
wion all of federal pow ' is beut on proftecting a juilty Procident would or at 1.:st
could huve becn gvoided. Niixon would not huwe beon sble o meliz: -11 Slose ruivous
dals to lep hinself dn powr @il the ceonony noud not hav. jono to hell.

bo, Hddenm:®s jun had smsoiced for aluogt « jvir vwhon Haisg took it in hin owm hends.
There was no ignoecnee for dair /nd the nw junior Miage lid;se Thny imeu what they
vere dein; and thwey did what they did from a dedicetion to th  (uthoriteiisnism they
profcrred and a Nixon gymbolized to them. 4. uie their hope, not th.ir betrsyer or
decaivar,

Their guikt is porsoinl. It rests on their shoulders, not Hixor's, as it should
on fhedz conpeiances.

Thedr intont was not to protuet the nation, it was to chann: the orderd ag thuy

cou,d 20 othor vaye This muy to them have been momiie: %o their prineiples and hoper

but it was not s oavien to the netion,



