Desr Js, WG Censpiraey trial tustiweny 11/12/74

At lenz lust I have cleaned up the accumul=ted clisnings. This dees not mean I read
them all or that I read with care thess I tid read, Time did net permit and the feelimg
of deja-vu made the task intelerable.

B .fere I praceed to other werk in the merninz, Because I assume that yeu read these
reports with were care and with time after each te censider each a bit, L ask your epinien
of my izpressien. Roally impressiens, secause this trial secms to wo te be the tlird time
sutaide .y own werk I've gene ever rehashes,

My impressien is that the tital is largely a repeat of the Ervin ceonuitiee hearing,
By this T mwoan alse practically nething ef sigiificance sdded. The Humt testimeny foreed
kis weme te Bittman eut but +that addés drama, net fact anyvay.

The Ervin cearittes adued little te what these with special intereste leakes te
the pasers, There ig, in fact, in the papers, in the ferm of verbatim transeripts that
thke Ervin cemmitee later phiysicelly expunged frew its rrinted recerd, Or, the RIpeTS
prinr te the hoariuge cemtsined infermatien en the ceo-called Husten plan thot was uasked
in the facsiwile repreductien ef these papers (if you dod net mske the eheck, it is true),
Aside frex what it kept secret im its filea, seme of what I ebtaines wng haw stelem, the
sounities Lade & very leuy recerd ol +he unnew. Liceptions are such unexpecteds ag Butter—
fiddd The Dudable 204 thege executive sescions irintee without hearinge ane largely
igmerew in.the sress. The comrittee’s main accemplisheent was dual. It prescmted the sorddd
tale en natiemwide TV, giving the illusien ef cenducting a real investigation. And it
carcfully contained all ef sigmificance that was net alrcady essentially public knevwledge,

S.ferc this therc were the leaks, livstly wut net entirely te the W.Post, Here I
bave twe weiuts in perticulur eu which I selicit yeur epiuien(s), First, that the essence
of the fuctual ceutent of the Erviu eomities hearings save as neted was alressy puklie
sefore the comuitiee sieged the tube sns the natienal imaginatien, And secend that these mwhe
wid the lsalking accemplished their evm pursese: thereby,

Thuss purpeses iucluse protecting theuselves, directing ‘ane Liciting) the rublie
abtentive ane thus the "investigaticus" und lisiting the scepe of all inguiry,

43 of tenight the prescoutien's case is net complete, 1'11l we quite surprised if
it wnkes a uajer chenge in this suwary of lupressiens necessarye. The defemse, of CuUrse,
has not put en its cases,

{y reading has net been clege enough te ferm a firw epinion, sut I have the impressien
that while in a cemspirucy caze ene weuld expect the defundents te stick tegether becauge
what is adwisaoklec agudnet oue is sardgseklc aguinsgt 211, I have the impression that they

are uot puliing teguther, thnt there iy vivalty awid animenity.

(My owm werk neted this as fuot with Bhrlichman about the first of the year and
sarlior as a probability sccouse sf lds apgbarent character wud the fact thset he Lusy nething
of ths autenatic tupdn, and therefere could AG5UMG Le hue bosR wet up,

Az I think ef wajer incengruities they arc few., Ore that Seems ceuspicusus is that
Bebe deseze'd Liawi luwyer, Frates, is the vigoreus lauyer fer Ehrlichuan and both yge after
Nizen with seuc viger. Oue weuld not exyact this ef Bebe's lawyer,

This is a brief swasury whem I'm sretly tirve auu haven't put it togutlior sut if
you have disagreement or cemwent or addition I'd welceme it, I hepe te Lot te concluding
the draft sewn,

Thanks and begt,



