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In the an& oven 2ll the menbers of kis own party voted to impuach iiixom. Hig
stauchest bitterSenders wore without choice, Their survival required it despite all
they had refused to mee, pretunded they did not wndirstend and even alleged did »ot
exdigt. One ilepublican wh‘o vas, vidle conpromiscd by beiny a Hesublicen snc who took
his gtand on thé Constitution, is lamilton Fish,Jr, lle is the non of onc of the moat
congervative of nodern legislutors, the “epublican Uongresiman who was FDR's
Troprapontative and enemy, the nan who could not have been rore unlike FIR,

The younger Fisgh, like ammy members of the Housw J udiciary Comdttee, filed
personal views in addition to those on uldch all agrecd in their waninous I impeachmert
report. His buliefs were banud on Section 3 or Article 2 of the Congtitution, which
includes the requircnent ;clmt the Fresident "shall take csre that the lawe ar ¢ fai
faithfully executed." I'ish's opinion includes:

"Mhe "l*a:d:u care' calusc imposes = personsl oblisstion faithfully to honor,
rogpect, obey and execute the lavs, &% the very loast h& is bound not to violote
the lawg not to order others to violet. the law; and not to mmmmawd perticipute in
the concrelment of evidence respeeting violations of law of which he is nade awsre.
This is scarcely rovel; the pame could be sudd of aay citizen, whother or not bound
by the oath of office."

Pigh 2lso quotad an hiztorie early interpretation of the President's obligutions,
th:r? cz)ginion of' Attorney Gemoral William Wirt to Prosident Johnm Quiney Adams,"The Proegi-
dent is mot to perform the duty but to mee that tle officer sasviimed by law %o
perfom dwkiwx his duty faithfully- thet is, hirestly,...g"™

Figh concluded that "If a President has Imovledge that the laws are being violated
ar improperly emecuted, h¢ is wndir a duty to take appropriate steps to romedy thuse
wrongs, Amon, other thiny: h. nuut bring the motter to the sttention of authorized
Lav enforcement officials."

Thuse formulations :re as ldnd to lidxon as any cen bee He hes tho oblization of

all citigens not to viol te +he lav, His has the obligution of sll citizens to report
violatoon of the lsu to proper authority. When h: fails to, as with ordinary citizens,



in itself that is o crime lowown as "misprison of « Telowy," le has a lesal obligution
in addition, to sex to it that 211 his opoointecs enforce the luve Ly 4p 0t the
Dir:ictor of the Federal Bureau of Investiyation smd b is not the “ttorney General
of the Wiited States. He appoints exceutive-bratich officials. They serve at his ;rece,.
Hs can fire any one at any time for any cause. They investisate, they enforce the
laws, not th/ Prosidents The Presidentwio kuows of any crime and does not smmximxit
tkatzxbuzrzapar "bring: the mattor to the sttention of lav enforcement officials®
imuediately thereby br aks the law hinself and himsclf bocemes & crimingl,.

Sinultanecous,"At the very least he is bound not to violate thelaw; not to order
others to violut: the law; and mot 4o particopate im the concealmint of -vid ice
repascting violathons of the law of wldch he is made siere "

the ere the abstlute nininum of presidentinl reaponsibilitica,

The presidoint is not a dictator. The laws apoly to hvim, too.

Each of Fish's apecifications of presidertial duty is ¢ crine of the prusideant
does not perfom it, ac it is a crine for lin as for ordinary citizers to do what
the law says he nay not doe

Jith each of these specifications liixon cowrdtted crives,

Hy won sdnultancously President of the Unit ¢ States s erivingl,



