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W
hy D

idn't the P
resident A

sk the C
IA

? 
P

resident N
ixon's statem

ent T
uesday, 

w
ith

 its rem
ark

ab
le ad

m
issio

n
 th

at h
e 

d
id

 after all im
p
o
se n

atio
n
al secu

rity
 

lim
itatio

n
s o

n
 th

e W
aterg

ate in
v
estig

a-
tion, instead of w

inning sym
pathy from

 
C

ap
ito

l H
ill su

p
p
o
rters o

f h
is h

ard
-lin

e 
fo

reig
n
 p

o
licy

 h
as n

o
w

 sp
aw

n
ed

 tw
o
 

steel-ed
g
ed

 q
u
estio

n
s fro

m
 th

em
: 

Q
u
estio

n
 N

o
. 1

: it h
as b

een
 lo

n
g
 

stan
d
in

g
 p

ractice fo
r th

e P
resid

en
t o

f 
the U

nited S
tates personally to approve 

o
r "sig

n
 o

ff" all h
ig

h
ly

 sen
sitiv

e co
v
ert 

o
p
eratio

n
s o

f th
e C

en
tral In

tellig
en

ce 
A

gency (C
IA

). W
hy then did M

r. N
ixon 

say
 th

at "elem
en

ts o
f th

e early
 p

o
st-

W
aterg

ate rep
o
rts led

 m
e to

 su
sp

ect, 
in

co
rrectly

, th
at th

e C
IA

 h
ad

 b
een

 in
 

so
m

e w
ay

 in
v
o
lv

ed
"? S

h
o
u
ld

 h
e n

o
t 

have autom
atically know

n? 
Q

u
estio

n
 N

o
. 2

: assu
m

in
g
, h

o
w

ev
er, 

7  h
e d

id
 n

o
t k

n
o
w

, M
r. N

ix
o
n
 n

eed
ed

 
' o

n
ly

 to
 telep

h
o
n
e C

IA
 h

ead
q
u
arters 

at L
an

g
ley

, V
a., o

n
 a secu

re scram
b
ler 

telep
h
o
n
e to

 fin
d
 o

u
t th

e tru
th

. W
h
y
 

I d
id

 h
e n

o
t im

m
ed

iately
 p

lace th
at call? 

T
h
e an

sw
ers alm

o
st su

rely
 w

ill lead
 

to one of tw
o interpretations: either the 

P
resid

en
t w

as d
eep

ly
, h

o
p
elessly

 in
-

volved in the W
atergate cover-up, or he 

w
as far rem

o
v
ed

 fro
m

 th
e d

aily
 flo

w
 

of events in the governm
ent to a degree 

p
ro

b
ab

ly
 u

n
p
reced

en
ted

 in
 U

.S
. h

is-
to

ry
. T

h
e latter in

terp
retatio

n
, d

am
n
in

g
 

th
o
u
g
h
 it is, m

ig
h
t at least salv

ag
e h

is 
p
resid

en
cy

 fo
r th

e rem
ain

d
er o

f th
e 

seco
n
d
 term

. 
In

 eith
er ev

en
t, h

o
w

ev
er, th

e P
resi-

d
en

t's h
o
p
e th

at h
is T

u
esd

ay
 statem

en
t 

w
o
u
ld

 rally
 aro

u
n
d
 h

im
 th

e b
ip

artisan
 

n
atio

n
al secu

rity
 co

alitio
n
—

esp
ecially

 

f
 D

em
o
cratic S

en
. H

en
ry

 M
. Jack

so
n
 o

f 
W

ash
in

g
to

n
—

h
as failed

. Jack
so

n
, a 

staunch supporter of M
r. N

ixon's foreign 
p
o
licy

 an
d
 h

is first ch
o
ice to

 b
e S

ecre-
tary

 o
f D

efen
se, w

as ap
p
alled

 b
y
 th

e 
P

resid
en

t's th
ird

 W
aterg

ate statem
en

t. 
S

o
 w

ere a g
reat m

an
y
 o

th
er sen

ato
rs, 

deeply disturbed by testim
ony from

 C
IA

 
o
fficials th

at th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se tried

 to
 

involve the C
IA

 in the W
atergate cover-

up. U
nansw

ered questions posed by M
r. 

N
ix

o
n
's statem

en
t m

ak
e d

o
u
b
ly

 su
re a 

clo
se cro

ss-ex
am

in
atio

n
 o

f ex
-W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se aid

es H
. R

. (B
o
b
) H

ald
em

an
, 

Jo
h
n
 E

h
rlich

m
an

 an
d
 Jo

h
n
 D

ean
 w

h
en

 
th

ey
 ap

p
ear at clo

sed
-d

o
o
r S

en
ate A

p
-

propriations C
om

m
ittee sessions. S

ooner 
o
r later, th

e slo
w

-m
o
v
in

g
 E

rv
in

 co
m

-
m

ittee's p
ro

b
e w

ill g
et to

 th
em

 in
 o

p
en

 
session. 

In
 ad

v
an

ce o
f th

eir testim
o
n
y
, m

an
y
 

senators not previously know
n as N

ixon 
haters now

 think the w
orst of the P

resi- 

d
en

t. "I'm
 co

n
v
in

ced
 n

o
w

 th
at h

e's u
p
 

to his neck in the cover-up," one pow
er-

fu
l sen

ato
r to

ld
 u

s. 
B

u
t th

at h
arsh

 v
iew

 m
ay

 n
o
t 

tak
e 

in
to

 acco
u
n
t th

e asto
n
ish

in
g
 iso

latio
n
 

an
d
 rem

o
ten

ess o
f a P

resid
en

t w
h
o
 

sh
u
n
n
ed

 all ro
u
tin

e d
etails o

f g
o
v
ern

-
m

ent, w
ho com

m
uned w

ith only a very 
fe

w
 sta

ffe
rs a

n
d
 w

h
o
 d

id
 n

o
t e

v
e
n
 

read
 th

e n
ew

sp
ap

ers. In
d
eed

, if M
r. 

N
ixon w

as not a conspirator, his T
uesday 

statem
en

t m
ak

es sen
se o

n
ly

 in
 th

e co
n
-

tex
t o

f an
 eerily

 d
etach

ed
 p

resid
en

cy
 

u
n
iq

u
e in

 m
o
d
ern

 A
m

erican
 p

o
litics. 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 p

rev
io

u
s p

resid
en

ts w
ere 

in
fo

rm
ed

 o
f an

y
 C

IA
 o

p
eratio

n
 w

ith
 

potentially em
barrassing repercussions, 

N
ixon aides say som

e such capers w
ere 

planned w
ithout M

r. N
ixon's know

ledge. 
S

im
ilarly, w

hile other presidents w
ould 

have Im
m

ediately called the C
IA

, these 
o
fficials n

o
w

 say
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 relied

 o
n
 

E
h
rlich

m
an

 an
d
 H

ald
em

an
 to

 ask
 L

t. 
G

en. V
ernon W

alters, deputy C
IA

 direc-
to

r, a fu
ll six

 d
ay

s after th
e W

aterg
ate 

burglary. 
B

u
t sin

ce W
alters rep

lied
 th

ere w
as 

no C
IA

 connection, the question now
 is 

w
h
y
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 b

o
th

ered
 ev

en
 to

 m
en

-
tio

n
 in

 h
is sta

te
m

e
n
t th

a
t h

e
 w

a
s in

 
d
o
u
b
t, w

h
en

 th
e d

o
u
b
t co

u
ld

 o
n
ly

 h
av

e  

sp
a
n
n
e
d
 a

 c
o
u
p
le

 o
f d

a
y
s. B

u
t th

a
t 

statem
en

t w
as p

erfo
rce w

ritten
 in

 a 
fog bank of confusion, explain his aides. 

U
n
ab

le to
 rem

em
b
er d

etails, cu
t o

ff 
n
o
w

 fro
m

 E
h
rlich

m
an

, H
ald

em
an

 an
d
 

D
ean

, an
d
 u

n
w

illin
g
 to

 co
n
tact C

IA
 

o
fficials fo

r fear o
f b

ein
g
 accu

sed
 o

f 
contriving a second cover-up, M

r. N
ixon 

confronted unavoidable inconsistencies 
stem

m
in

g
 fro

m
 ig

n
o
ran

ce rath
er th

an
 

com
plicity, these aides say. 

F
u
rth

erm
o
re, as in

 o
th

er W
aterg

ate 
m

atters, the W
hite H

ouse w
ants deposed 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se co

u
n
sel D

ean
 to

 g
et th

e 
fu

ll b
lam

e fo
r try

in
g
 to

 p
in

 th
e W

ater-
g
ate b

u
rg

lary
 o

n
 th

e C
IA

. B
u
t clo

se 
stu

d
en

ts o
f th

e N
ix

o
n
 W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

can
n
o
t b

eliev
e Jo

h
n
 D

ean
 w

o
u
ld

 act 
on his ow

n. 
S

o, S
enate investigators w

ill be trying 
to

 fin
d
 w

h
eth

er D
ean

 so
u
g
h
t to

 im
-

plicate the C
IA

 on the orders of E
hrlich-

m
an

 an
d
 H

ald
em

an
 o

r o
f M

r. N
ix

o
n
 

h
im

self. S
o
m

e o
f th

e P
resid

en
t's o

ld
 

S
en

ate su
p
p
o
rters stro

n
g
ly

 su
sp

ect th
e 

w
orst. T

he W
hite H

ouse hopes they w
ill 

fin
d
 th

at M
r. N

ix
o
n
 w

as m
erely

 in
. 

com
petent. 
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