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U.S. District Court Judge John J. Sirica shut the door
yesterday on any testimony from former President Nixon
at the Watergate cover-up trial and suggested that its
importance had been exaggerated.
Striking down defense motions for Nixon's deposition,
the judge held in a six-page order that the problems of
interrogating the ailing former *
President outweighed the need
for his sworn account of the
scandal.
“The value of Mr. Nixon's
testimony to the defendants
should not be unrealistically
overestimated,” Siriea. held.
“Mr. Nixon himself has been
named by the grand jury as
an unindicted co-conspirator
in this case.™
In short, the judge said, “he
has been accused, in effect, of
being an accomplice of the de-
fendants. Certainly [if he were
called] his testimony would be
subject to an instruetion to
the jury that it should be re-
ceived with caution and seruti-
nized with care.”

Much of what Nixon might
say, Sirica added, would sim-
ply be repetitive of what had
come out at the trial. Any
broad-based claims by the -for-
mer President that his former
aides had done nothing wrong,
the judge observed, would be
inadmissible, :

Since Nixon is still too ill to
be guestioned under any cir-
cumstances with the trial
nearing an end, the judge con-
cluded that his testimony is
“not indispensable or neces-
sary to prevent a failure of
justice.”

Center stage at’ yesterday's
session of the eover-up - trial
was occupied by former White
House speeial counsel Charles
W. Colson.

Called as a “‘court witness”
after the prosecdtors and de-

fense attorneys alike said they
were unwilling to vouech for
his eredibility, Colson came
under stiff cross-examination
by former Attorney Genéral

|John N. Mitchell’s chief lawyer,

William G. Hundley.

Acting almost like a govern-
ment prosecutor, Hundley con-
tended that Colson, who was
originally mdicted in the
cover-up ecase . himself, had re-
ally been the catalyat behind
the Watergate breakin and
bugging of Democratic Na-
tional Committee headquar-
ters here.

Colson denied it and in-
sisted that he had good reasun

to believe it was Mitchell's
fault.

To back up his point, Colson
recalled a meeting in Mitch-
ell'’s offices at the Committee
for the Reelection of the
President a few days before
the Jume 17, 1972, Watergate
arrests.

The tall, husky Colson said
the discussion - involved -re-
ports of a meeting between
Minneapolis businessman

|Dwayne Andreas and Demo:’

cratic presidential candidate:
Hubert H. Humphrey in New
York City's Waldorf - Astoria
Hotel.

At that, Colson testified,
Mitehell spoke up'with a “half
smiile” and announced, “ “Tell
me what room they were in
and I'll tell you everythmg
they said in the room.’ .

Five days after the bungled

ugging attempt at the Water

ate complex here, Colson
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| said he ranp into Mitchel]
again.

“I said, ‘1 hope my good
| friend, Howard Hunt, isn't in.
volved in this" " Colson re-
called. “Mitche]l responded,
‘He’s in it up to his ears,” ”

Colson said that later, in No-
vember of 1972, during 2
' phone eall that he secretly

recorded, Hunt told him that

Mitchell had probably commit.

ted perjury during the Water-

Bate investigation, Thén, in cle

January of 1973, the witness

testified, Hunt's lawyer, wil-
liam 0, Bittman, informeq

Colson of the -meelings about

the politieal espionage plang
that had been held in Mitch-

blankily arcer 1s-
tening to the tape. “There are
phrases in it that just don’t
ring bells with me.» He said
he was “syre that conversation
took place,” byt insisted that
he could shed no light on it,

“T don’t want to be obtuse,
Mr. Colson,” Hendley said sar.
Are you question-
ing the authenticity of this

e?!l

“No,* Colson replied.

“You heard a discussion be-
tween your voice and Nixon’s
voice ahout

rears that

“That’s right,” Colson
agreed.

Hundley pointed out that
the taped Charles Colson

could be heard saying at one
Doint that Hunt and Water-
gate spy G, Gordon Liddy “did
the work” ang “the others
! didn’t know any, direet infor.
mation . . . T don't give a damn
if they spend five years im jail.”

Hundley suggested that the
“they” could only have been
Watergate burglar James Ww.
MeCord Jr, and the four Cy.
ban-Americans who had been
caught red-handed at the Dem-
ocratic committee offices here,

“Who is the Colson vojce
referring to when You say you
don't give damn if they
spend five years in jail?” the
defense lawyer demanded,

“I don't know, ,
ley,” Colson insisted,
recall the conversation.”

The  43.year-old former
White House aide said he gig
remember discussing
eéncy for Hunt with Nixon
around late January of 1973,
but only in g tentative way.
He said Nixon cut him off in
mid-sentence, telling him “jp
effect, dont worry about i,
he’s [Hunt] not g0 :jail.”

Hundley ed:
what Colson was really wor.
[ried about was hiz owy flmehll

£y

ell's offices in the Justice De.
partment the year before,
That “really put the capper
on it as far as 1 Was con-
terned,” Colson declared. He
said he then pe

Nixon to get Mitchell to step
forward and take the b

Taunting Colson
connection wi

gan pressing

lame,

about his
th “your super-
ar-buddy-buddy."

ing that Colson
on’s promise of
mency for Hunt because of
“Hunt would
You in as the trigger man” of
the Watergate sSpy work.

Once again Colson denieq
the accusation, but hig Power
of recollection failed corn-

recall ever having said what
;| he had just heard himself say-
ing.

Already played at the trial
the tapes showed Nixon ap-|.
proving plans to grant Hunt

t
pu clemency with Colson urging

and knowledge of discussions

that ‘“are very incriminatiug
to us.”

"It just doesn’t register,”

vention on hehale of Liddy's
and Hunt's espionage plang
early in 1972 with Nixon cam-
paign  deputy director Jeb
Stuart Magruder, |

Calson acknowledged that
Hunt ang Liddy had come to|
him to complain that they
hadn’t been able to “get g
hearing” from Nixon re-elee.
tion tampaign officialg about
“intelligence plans” they had
worked up. ¢

“I ealled up Magruder right
then,” the witness said. «1
said, ‘Why don't you get off
Your duff, Jeh?* »

According to the testimony
of Magruder and Hunt, the

esiponage scheme, hut Colson
said he thinks it took place in

General,

In any event, Colson
sisted he wasn’t told any of
Lhe detajlg of the “intelligence

hallenged to explain why
he was so eager to get clem-
ency for Hunt then, Colson
said he felt genuine
for him, especially aftep the
death of Hunt’s wife, Dorothy,
in a December, 1872 plane

Colson acknowledgeq that
he wasg known ag “the hard.

hearted White House hatchet

became “very de-
pressed” after his wife was
killed.

Under Hundley's Prodding,
however, Colson alsg conceded
= - BOnce

that he anq Mitchell were “not

the best of friends"

|Nixon a

said there were *
sions” when Mit

get the
son.

' His right hang
his chip through
testimony, Colson
a5 a witn

dministration,

in the
Colson
Several ocea-
chell tried to

President to fire Col.

Propping up
muge
Was calleq
€8s ag former White
D. E :

h of hig



