The Deviits Advocade

While Baker®s poaing of overly-limited questions as a mean of estainmating Hixon'd
perconal involviment in these "White ‘-#nme horrors,” Iitchell's fx apt des:r:r;ption.
served to ruwle out nore basie questioms, they ‘are good questions to ask esmickkix
in cowction with the Hamt bribery: what did he know, vhem did he kwow it md vhat did
he do about it?

¥hen he knew bas a mE an aswer mmto'.fm the evideuce becaunsc Nixon was able
to control what became known and ¢ suppress what 4t served his interest to supiresss
There can be mo doudbt that he lmew eveyything imndiat 2lye This 4= the way povermnenils
worke llot only that, but nobody dared act inm his name on what coudd ruin his and
conderm hin in perpetulty without his kmovledge and assents Hore reprehensibls crimesyw
more subversive m.«.wm connitted o 'tid; his involvement and that of o nany of e
cloests sdvia: s @i perconal staffs If a1l of those Hugh Skdey described as "his
squalid orew of fanatics”(Timss 8/5/74) who lmmm "this mometrous ssanli upon
the Congtiiution" = Sidey®s:words agadn - (Times 8/ 5/74) were more insane and more
irresponsible Tham their ineredibl: record shows th.an to be they still would not lLave
dared widriikm pile more serious crimes atop the d&s’z’picable one detected without his
knowlodgee Least of all would thoy havs bribed, w m{; his momey 1llegelly for that mew
$1llegality, without him aprroval if not at his initi'?al direatione Whem he knew has to
be Lwedlately. But bocause he olzims it was not un‘ll.il Harch 21,1973, here e examine
hig own rucord on that, an we do what he lmew and uﬁat he did about it,

Hixon mado this record on his owvn also illeml’. clandestine bug ing asd tapping. When
he reieased his own vergion of his tvn selection of these tapes he mads the first record
available, 1t was soon established that his was not an honoot record because it was
incomplete, the most important tapes =ll ngﬁly not exiating at all.aud Eo:r}‘e&mhemw

estroyec, as vas established in Judge Sirica's court mxt by a panel of expezrts %Xm on

vihon Hz.mn and the aspecial proaocuto* bnth )Onm the House Judicisry Comittee obteimed
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This line began with Counsel Fred Bushardt's hysterical reaction to John Dean's
testimony, in statements Buzhardt supplied to the Semate Watergate committee and in
questions he asked it o ask of Dean. It was continued by Ehrlichman snd Haldeman

in their testimony before that comrittee.



dubs or copies ol the tapes and made its own frenscripls il was establishe: thei Nixon's
verc not honest. lncinimﬁng PRBOAZSS were siimineted and aitarnd.

The officlal explanation of this corruption of svidemee is that Nizon wes plaving
“devil's wdvocata,” an absurd falsshood adopbed from one of Zi‘imn‘a: solf-g rviag
declarationss % is clsined for him tha% all his disclosures on She framzcipta of
those ol i Tapes ot still supirecsed wers not edmissions but sooe apscisl kipd of
wixordan guockioning caloulated to extract truth from wiwilling asmistants, Only o
Whii Hdous: as desparate as this ome and omly s stafi of mur Fixoaw-gathered sc:ci.lopatlu
would sot robel at this self-dencenings

What was forgoiten is that Hixom knew he was bugging hinself und those with whom
he couferred, ide Jmew snd “sldeman kmew, lome of ths others did, Thersfore, Nixen and
Haldwusn jwd an adventege too gréat: to measure. They could entrap others, Ther could
coutadive Jalse records of whai they lmew and 6:133};5/1310?; anc. what they did and did
not doe. “liey couls and did feign ignorance of vhati vas well known to them, They could
Conotouct & Jefense for thenselves, .

But aven t is ia not enough to mxmmomrtm exculpute Hixom,

It was clainsd for him that the totality of the tram cripis wstablish his intccencm,
The opposite ik taue bwt were it not there ¢an be no ax:’;gamtian in g nanufaebured
records The iapes Hixonm kmew were being made cannot be used to acquit hime Bub they can
be uged 1o convict him,

Thay doe

They slso convict him of the dishomesty because he went cver sll the corruptisg of
hig oun % pes ana according to his own spokesmen did the oditing,

Af%ar the roal words he spoke were lesked Mpxtiee from the House Judiciary Com dites
the Vhite Hous: had to reset and i% dide Ron Ziegler, whon Nixon had draym closer o
hingall when ke had to let Haldeman and Ehrlichman go, was his spokesmsn, The White
Bous: mukes quite a production of its franscripts of these mews conferences, That in “hich
Zieglor was asked aboul the distortioms in the Nixom versions of Nixom's tapes is hoadedy
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Lo ravevation |of the tramscripts] wes wndertaken bpximxers wider the npervision
of the Younseils 0£c: e, specifically Mo, {F"ed Bushordt, s wThese trancorints were thenm
reiiatened to by individnals in the Oownsels Office mnd thom reviewad vith +the Pro sident

"‘{12)544%/14" “ ﬂ_q/ g ,

a2els Tace %o siork with hie cast-irvon gut

sofly the anwatt: mocrinzs(p %)

‘Q. Ron, has anyone in the Whitﬁ Houge double-chocked the part of the isrch 22 tupe
that e fosseribow by the Whide House o detormine whethes the Pr"”‘f*e"nt said, 'Get
off the cover-up lime,% as the White House twmnscript shows, or "Cet en with the L, VBT
up plang” ag the comuittee versiuk ghoiue”

Mr, Zieglor, T think they havoe

lis Wha?

dimler novar aald "vho. And he sotnally sodid "Get om uith She COver-up nlaa® does
J |
sot moan that 2t alls
Teca¥innt tThe Pivcdident 1o dofne heso iu not s Fing "Get on with

the covoreup,¥.,." (p 2‘-‘?)
this
it dn B withheld toanseript of Hareh 22 thst Nixon's counsel, Ste Clair, described

as of "dublous yulev mee."(p.d)

The brilins of Imb came up in this mews confermee when g reportor sukod,"seehow dD
you rasolve e diffgi nersecbetws n the Prcident tolitng the foopde ropeatedly that
In mio view saying hushesoney i3 4o Woteoguse doferdanis such ws Huny woula bo wiong
anl $he trinscerints showing roneatedly that h. entertained the ides favorably and at one
point sind, Moll, Lo Chri-k¥s noke ot iﬁ,‘ wnd at aiother point enid, 'woll, yes, we'll
g0 thel route,’ or souethiy to that offoct”

isglor nade 2 noneresmonse begsin:ing with a2 falsechood ¢™ell, I think thet iz a
subjeet Bhsd bas Sorn cobered ao setenrdvely that 1 peally heve nothdnc o sda to Thathe
sesbliet Wi Piwoioont did nes arder g ;'s:.‘-.:-*":-%r L:. of fh-sney is seacthing Shet w31 be
shown B0 e The pasolY (3.22)

That the Prodiamt saif, "Woll for Christe's ke st 14" soc lunt was then glven

Ry
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Thin oren: confrrencs was +rha danr :'-f‘?:a?" noet the loskdnse bot t,xr official relonse



For the most part purchascfgdid littde or no resding of these tramscripts. They are
szyas lengthy. The Bantam edition is $¥¥ 877 pages long. They are in chromological
sequence and undigested, which meens that they must be read and reread for sense/ thumbing bame
sud forth
Jor they remsin largely fucomprehensible, This discouraged reading., However, they

timewpressured

looked nice on end tables, sugiosting the ownsr kept up on cwrrent affairs. Hak:!na;/ sense
of this mountain o words was too much for the deily press, which did its very zood

best to collate thom. “ut the wolime prevented completeness,
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By the Houso cemsdtios of an imetoliment of three dogen wolumes of officia) ~vidinces
3 l}{{;}BO

ant of the  "rdied Stetess

By then Zirgler dida*t bother %o protost sthen Idxon was called a Yeawr. Hor 414

hig tenper over so invidious a refercnee to s o, the Preri
Hizon ronmsined unirpeached bub by then it was ali a reap-guard petisn vith occarional
public-reiations feints that were &ttacks that no lomger had power ov dafln neos
Oniy the wiregenorate, the wnthinking Hixor banicoro protended there ves any casstion

i
-t
about Nixon's pergonal involvemont in these crinese For the firt tine o majorily of

Ame doems wers reflected in the polis ae favordag his fmpeachront, vewmine zanviziienxz

bzt A Before the House comrdttes rolessed correet varsions off
thoss of the tapes it had, a seall parcentage of the awll porcoabuge Hixoea lst the
gpacisl pros-cutor have, all that was available is Hixon's own versions. In thes,
agide fro: tmisoions and changes to eliminate the most Incrdmdnaiing, -light «dterations,
sven in mancination, made a vast difference, In rending rather thes in heariug s
complet: reversal ia sonse is sccomplished by vsieg & guestion merk incstesd ol an
explangtion point, ss in the dirwciive to pay Hm?t off,

Daspits 2l) he did to alter his owa transcripts, when Nixom hed no reel alternstive
to the oi’ort no made in ré@easing them, he rvleased a sclf-dudicim.nt as no other
Presidont had = ever, Here are & Tew exuivles, The citations are to tie Bunten edition,

| Yt

the moot widely distributed of the uillicms of cepies that 'rsmre solds Thu resder is
eautioned aowin 4o remember that Nixon and EXETEshEE “aldeman both Hﬂ that every

N 'D‘
word was beiny cavtured and prescrved on tape whereasothors, likc Dean and Ehrlichs
did note Thus vhen fixon - "P" - says "I don't kmow about anyilirg else" din the first
exverpt, peiiuiis he did not, which is izprobabhle, emd perhaps he sald thic so the tapes

would make it appear he (id notMiowcw sbout snything sisc,® The scoond excerpt, frou the

same tape, proves he lied. It zays Nixon aid kﬁow about Huni's ITT work.
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The reader can judge withether this is "#evil's advooacy” of just plain deviliry. .

Guilt of many crimes is unhidden. Devil of bhi:s advocate, Nixon had, disclosed
and discussed his knowledge of a.nd. his direct participatioa in the nost Berioué
crimege

There are those who hold belisfs they imagine Nixor holds, wsdmxy whose belief
is close %o what he has said. They had their guy in the White House and it denied them
dispassion, The oreacher of their views just had to be imnocent,

There are those who beliove in authoriterianism, Nizon truly was one of theirse
They just didn:t give a dman about gact or evidence or reason or preoof ob anything
that was a truthful disclosure of the never-fireamed-of erimes and criminals zﬁmn took
to the White House,

There are haters, racists who liked Nizon's catering to their prejudices.

And there are those who regard the President as some newfangled momarch, a
man vwho can do no Wrongs |

For these thers is no proof for they will neither see nor aredit anything, not
even what became a popular figure of speech among Nixon's Congressional defenders
during the inpeachment hearings, a "smoking gun," would be proof of the violence he
had done to law, Constitution, any concept of honor and decency and to the country,

For others these selections are intended not o be complete but to give
some couprehension of what went on in secret in Nixon's secret hideswayse

Those unwilling and those willing to believe may agree om the Hh:oaian defense,
that all his oncriminating words ave "devil's advoocacy," They will aot agree on the

meaning of the lawyer's phrasea B oms may take it literally, not as a fl:l.zura of speechs
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