The Smoking Guns

For almost two years a guilty Hixon, aided, abetted, egged-om, field-marshalled
and sepped up by a siaff that shaved a variety of his guilis had fought a rear-guard
astion.He had escapqd impeachuent. He had escaped mueh more, depending on the time.

At the beginming, based eutiroly on the lie that for two years, until this writimg, was
umexposed, he escaped any retribution of any kind, He was re-elected by a sensational
margin in popular votes. He won in every state except Hﬁssnssachuss-tta and the Dostriot
of Go;unbia.-ﬂe did much ebtter than his marty, from which he had virtually divoreed
himgelf,

In this exceptional accomnplishnont n.de possible only by the abidcatiom of all
the institutions we believe protect society he added a new word to the 1§nguage.
"gtonewalling," It doss not have the connctation school childrem give the nickname of
the Civil War genoral who stood and fought like a stone wall stands snd resists. It
eomes from Nixon's tapes, the aennihg givén o a combinatiom of dishomesties amd
dte determinatior beginning wits lies that were only too oftem criminal lie, perjury,
and of uhich thoee respouszible for these lies, where the& were crininal, slso were
eriminals, having suborned psrjury. |

The Nixon gaxPcouldn’t even tell the truth with their limgo for pretending to,
"hangout.” Would they go "ihe hragout route,” they ?uuld sometines ask sach other, for
all the world as though they dared tell amy apsrecisble part of the truth. In this
they nennt make the pretense of teliing the truth but 1otﬁer lies thal sounded like
trath blended witl a little distorted fact "hang out" and be seen, kxxteyxumsdx$ugs
His own tapes show that it was not long before Nixor and eompany decided it was toc late
to "take the hangout woute." &s they used the prhase it is a rough equivalent of

indecent exposure,



That his ultim:te fall - he resicmed August 8, 1974 « took so long is & condemnge
tiom of all the protections of seosity for their combined inadequacies avd feilures
28 it is an sendorsenent of the one guality in which Hixom eould really beast acctuplishe
ment and zchievement, the bluck arte and dishonesties.

As his entire life was built uson nothing by competence im orookedness and the
assoxrtment of dishonesties which injected hix into snd enabled him to rige in polie
tieal 1ife, s0 also was his survival in the Presidency entirely attributable to the
most eomplete lack of consciemce and seruple ever come to light about any American
political figure,

The most comprehsnsible wroof of this is in thoss very {renseripts, cooked
and erooked as they were, of his own tapes, the smsllest fractior of which 01‘115' cans
%o light., No man has evem been as thoroughly selfwecondomned,

ExcelX as Nixon did in all that is comdemnable ix a mer and a publie figure,
his two years of unimpeachnemt would have boen widh $mpossib). if he had not surrounded
himself with a eollection of the like-wimded who shared his deternination amrd because,
in varying degrees, they boecame sart of his eats..logue of grimes and ezch had the
xompulsion to stand by him not only in loyait}' bu% fron need, the need to excepe jaile

One of the pervading qualities, other tham dishonesty, of this gang he sollected
is that without notable exception they all belisvsd in an suthoritarian sooeity with
him their substitute for and equivalent of der fuehrer. It was more thon the equivalent
of a monarehy. it was much closer to am American variant of fascism, as such ac law,
practise and the limited resistance they met permitted. Congress would snact laws amd
Nizon and his gang would violate them with ispunity. For cach illegality he had a high-
blown description that comverted it into what his foliowing could consider principle,
¥oney would be voted for the meeds of the poor and hs would not permit it to be spent
in the intersst of the ecomomy while he pervomally raaded the Treasury as it hed never
before been done, He spent nmore im meedless trabel, ag though-to eaeazs the ghosts he
saw in the White Mouse, than it would have cost to build many sshools, schools that

were not built. He demended and got new airpanes and heliecopters for which there was



80 meed, Not even to escape the ghosts of presidents past did he need this aviation,
It was mere indulgence of authoriterian whim, He was a dietador and anything he wanted
was his merely because he was a diectator,

The tapes revela that he and his gang@ referred to him mot as the President but
in terms of the insttiufiun, the Presideney, This sick men, this crook, this b et
bankrupter of a wealthy land, this imcompetent who presided over disssters that will
linger for years, this moen whose only aecouplishments are the direct result of his
stopping making what was possible impossible, heeame in hig aind and in Thatxefrikex
the rindsof the felons of greater or lesser felonrky with whom he surrounded himself
the gymbol of the nationsl heritage amd it is by this concept that he an¢ they were
able to avoid facing the evil they imitiated, perpotuated and shared,

It was all so siek, so authoritaviam, so anti-fmericam. And costly far into
the future, if not imn perpetuity.

It was posuible cause even the brave were cowards, bscauss all the protective _
mechanioms failed.

When in the end he fell - still umimpeached ~ it was his owm doing, the
inevitable cmaéequma of his own eriminality, his own lies, his own lack of real
competence,

His won insecurigy, too. Were hehot a mam who could never bring himself to let
himgslf recognize that he ecculd err, were he mot the creature of this sickmess of the
mind that demanded of him thet he comstantly assure himself that he really was
something, he had an alternative and he might well have pulled it off,

But he was insecure, he did fear, ard he did not dare take the rigk all neasures,
all polls, told him was a safe risk, *f he had told any acceptable but severely limited
part of the trith to bezin .ith he eould have gottem avay with it.

Ifhe had tkane taken the "hangout route® amd made slight corfegsions with
regret he could have gottem avway with it. Hs "stomewalled” and in the enmd he was up
againgt that wall,

It took a lonz time, Many factors and people contributed to it. The trigger, the

single adt of person of most comsequence im it may never be jdentified, Ituay be



~ $hat is McCord had mot come to believe his own lawyer was serewing him and part of e
Plot tc blamehis beloved CIA for Hixom's orimes lcCord would mot have writtem the
letter to Judge Uiries that was a hole ia Nixon's stone wall. ¥t ig even more provable
that if kixon wers mot $he emnnibal he and his closer advisers were and bad phtdecided
%o sacrifice John Usan thers might have beem & different end. John Dean told & atory
that was truthful if incomplete and did hold up end did 1inst the ablility o¢ political
cowards to be as cowardly as they had been,.

The irnoy here is that the earlier Nixom had condemmed the earlier Republicsns
as eannibals for co suming themselves vhen they ot caught iB mors minor emookedness,
the setty scandals of the Kisnshower administrations, thosce faney coats and paid-for
hotel rooms, Yet he did it himself, for all the world as though he expected the man he
had been framing from the very first to go quietly and contentedly to the slaughter,

It is only when Dean had mo altermative, facimg salughter or confepsion, that he started
that marathon confession/exposure that, little as it accomplished sad little new that
it brought to light, gave the Senate Watergate commitiee not .al¥ernative, either, It
had %o explore those of Deam’s charges that had beem leaked already, those he made

%0 ite As we have seen, this was far fron #ll he eould have said. Other Semate and
House comnittees suppressed other of his not unwilling confessioms.

This strange sickness, the need %o feel:that he was somebody amd that the whole
world was wrong while he was right = that he was beset only by ememies = and a congimung
greed are what in the end did Hixom im.

There is this Ameriform smomarchicsl view of the president, whowsver he zay be,
that keeps the press from calling him & erook if he is a crook amd mever remembers its
owa exposure of his crookedmess when thé people vote. Nixom has a clear public record
of dishonesty with money, had it all his 1ife, smd 3%t figursd mot at 21l in ali the
exposures off The ¥ tergate. He robbed the Treasury regularly. ®e violsted the law to
keep the gif¥e that belonged to the natiom that vere givem to him and his family only
be eause he was President. Maxine Cheshire im The Washingtom Post of Beptember 22 and 23,
1874, had two lengthy and detailed exposures enpikasiging the treasure in jewels alome
that evemafter he was foreed out Nixom was tryimg to stesl, with the suppirt of his own



appointess gtill in offiece who wiosted interpretations of the law so mueh that
the Geaeral Services Administrabor; Hugh Scott's gift to the public service, ruled
that even the list of what Hixom was trying to heist was Nixon's personal property!

His greed ruined HNixon where the forees of honesty and deceney lacked th. courages

There never was say real invastigatiom, Muel: of wha% could not be avoided was
suzrresseds with mn ovn experdenee, this extended even o court records, public evideuce,
what the law calls “public information.” Those who might have had the coursge and gave
ample indication of it, were foiled off to begim whth., The House Bamking und Curroncy
Cormmitiee was frustrated hy Nixom oyemt:lma., as econfessions und evidence beforc the
Senate YWateryate ,¢ommit'l:m provede Until thers could be a fwdarniraiin Senate decigion
on a speciel investigation, Sensor Edward M, (Teddy) Kennedy snd his administrative
pfactises éubaomittu,m lisfted by a small staff and no special approsriation,
did kee» a small investigution goimg, & sword over Nixom's head, Bither or both, had
the ultisate invesiibation been thoira, might have dome a more thorough jobe

Probably the best job amd by far the best exwosure wes by the House Judiciary
Committes when it finally, for all the unwieddiness of its %8 members, got around to
considering Nixon's impeachment, Yet it pover comducted any investigaiiom!It had a
large appropeistion, a large gm s it worked hard and well, but all it did was assemble
and meke a case of what had bn.ien_ done by other plus seeling rore evidemce Crow Nizom.

Ard this is vhere his greed did him in.

When the first special ".}rosecubor had soguht evidence frum Nixom's stach of i%,
Bixon fired him, It was called “'.'{‘hg-. Saturday Hight Massaere” of Oectober 1973, The
stron. reaction agzainst it hurt Hixon mightilu, but he survived, After "this, however,
nobody dared not »ress forl_.f{t.‘:l!is heme evidence because he who did mot sacrificed himself.
Leon Haworski, the seconq,-"jsyd'ciali prosecutor, and the House Judiciary Sommittee, both
subpenaed ¥t those of H:@ﬁ::m's tapes they could yrove im court they requirved tm and xmer

were entitled to as s_.ﬁ.ﬁtter of lawe
Why were these tapes aroumd to be subject %o subpena?
Greed, Nixon's greed. They were to be his testimonial %o himsddf, the record he

would eorrupt andi'-wri‘h- into a record of his greatness and sell for millioms.

I
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igterally millioms in dollars plus the sonfory To the sick mind, the need to feel

unearmed greatnesse

Afte~ zhis maprecadonted Cisgracs, Hizom wourd up with Irving Lagar as his literary
xgguiy agent. lagar sxsected the bidding for Hixon's story- for all the world as though
pac could sipect honesty or confession from him - at $2,000,000. The newspzpers are
full of this beglandng o e

Only wurx a wen consumed by hiz own greed would not have destroyed all those tapes
rather than lezve then around to become the nroose fror which ho would hang. But not Nixom!
He kep’ on ualdng nore tapes! The machine raR, {the microphones were activated by sound
g0 they ufixd would miss ro gingle word, and all his conspirscies after the fact, after
his second-sirosy men were ecushgt, also would be captured on tape.

Yhen he recognized that these tapes held proof of guily, some ol these were erased.
Others just disappearede

Tt was a.) so ersxy! But so was Hixom, otherwise all would have been differemte

Imezine a mind so siak it would preserve the sanple we have auoted of omly that
ainuscule protion of thess tapes that Nixon, by li;ha:nb-ing wrogsed to the wall, had %o
valoase the end of april, 19741

Wixon wasn't even a good €rooke Ho tried to steal sverything. Be didn't have the
genge Xz of a comwon street eriminal whose survivel instinet tells him to urop the boodle
ghen it clows him down, can meaR his capturee

So, inoriminating as the erooked versions of the tapes Nixom releasvd wWeYe, there
was stili sore and because he had mot destroyed them all to begin with more than ¢nough
remined after the mysterious éiaap;aa.ameca and Bhe vmexplained erasures to be what in
the House Impeachment incuiry came to be ealled "the smoking gun.” Those who stood by

ia his hand

Hixom, their soliticsl futures demanding 1%, also domgnded g “smoking sun"/ as proof of

his erime,
His greed and popular revulsios and thé minimus survival nouds of all others,

ineludiwgﬁ' the Supreme Gourt he dominated by having appointed four of its mine nenbers,
okiminated an’fy;'altenfaaﬁw %o exposure. Not full exposure, bud enough. Again he was foreed,

as he had been the end of April, to make the initiel release himself to diminsih the



them the intsrnal cvidence proved crockedness. The release, prosented as complete,
was dacomplete, The wuaber of puges of tramseript eould not sossibly account for the
elapsed tire,

All of The Watergate and all the suffering snd all the future suffering are
an Ameriform fable of The Emoeror's Clothss, The touble is that im sll of societiss
mechanismg for its own protection there was mo 1litile hoy to ory ™Maked!™

The last Hixom relsase was imdeed a "emoking gun,”™

The fictiom is that there was mo smoking gun umiil that release,

%t is fictions Balse as it can ba. The evidence was there all the time, Only
mobody had the guts to faee it,

There was terror im the lamd, all those with real influsmce terrified. The
fear was of the neople, a false and defasatory aliegatiom that revelation of the truth
somehow would be beyomd the tolerance of the peopls,

it was, of course, nonsemse., Réther was it the excuse for the fasar of those who
had amd failed to use the pover they require to vrecerve a dedent zed homest society,

The people were mot afreid. There was a0 mexd to comesive them 28 or treat them
as childrem. This was ihe exfiuse of those whose two yesrs of ebiicetion mede two years
more of Nixoan amd the countless added years of the naticnel harvestirg bf throng |
thorns it inevitebly neosns,

In 200 years there is mo emergoncy to which the people have not risem, acae they

did not weet. This is the Americam traditiom. Soldiers who fought the Revolutiom
aiuuliaueow;ly wmade they ways home and planted crops po their familiss might survive.
dmericans then risked hangisg fur priaciple. Bven wrong vars the people fought,

There is, in fact, mo weople of whom this could Rot be trus. But thore mever was
any reason to fear the Ameriean people could mot faes the reality of Nixom amd The
Watergate, |

This was the copout of the abdicated leadership, rot of the people.

And becsuse ome of the points this book ie imtended o make is that in tive of

eriges it is the mational leadership mot the people who fail, thers 1s mot only me



need $o rewrite around the smoking sum, there is the need to let it bee seen that the
suoking gun was there all the time.

411 that was new was the imabi’ity of mutional leadership im all its form to
admit it was thers. This meant, really, that it vas no longer posgible to sretemd it
wes mot theres. it took the foraﬁ of adwitting this omoking pom had usddenly appeared for
the first time and lo! what had to bo done gould be done,

My own werk had been compl'letgd to ’chisi- point vhen long bsf rlcre the "smoiimg gum®
was adnitted 1 had had to lay it aside, The writing was draft.d sindicscomkwix
through the procesdivg chapber and the imvestlgation nﬁf'ﬁﬁd- had long since been coupleted.
Eyouaskxamskanzdel oaze sal dumec ylark iy g xasoussd i xbatxun bxbad xe X te gudxsusxsEba salx
Brgxidrpkixocpthrrdikegpxizese -

But I hat had tv lay 1% aside for other wor ;.‘I am and have besn the voluntesr, unpsid
investigator for James Harl Ray, the untried accused ssimssin of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Years of offort succeeded on June %, when “he Supreme Court mwrx unheld
the ordsrimg of the Sixth Cirtuit Court of Az wals, in offect ordering a hsmring im
federal district court to dstermine whetlier Eay would at lonz lsat receive a trusl.

And thea or Jume 14 the Archivist of the Upited States finelly capitulated after
1 kad beea fighting for a suppressed "T0P SECRET"™ transcript of sn exvcutive secsiomr
of the Warrem Comuission. Thls transeript aad its nasity noorets sbout the non-investie
gatioun of the JFK assaseiration had te be nusblished, as fast as posulble, So, I begam
writing WHITEWASE IVy TOP SECRET JFE ASSASSTHATION TRANSCRIPT the day after I received
this tramscript, June 15. ot until the moming of Septombor 24 wae it pessible to
bogia p’art-me complotion of the draft of this book.

By them it appearsd to me that one of {the eusemtinls of tollin; the sordid
story of The Watergate and how for so long lixoa was able to escape impecehment is
%o make it clear that this smoidng gum expRanation of the end of Hixon's Presidency
is a phomey. The evidence was al) availsbls. Most of it had beem published. What was
2ot was easily obtainade Amd whet I hed with case obtained thet had mot beem published

remained umexposed after Nixon's #km fall in unprecedented disgrace,
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If there is Lo be any kind of free and representsiive society its institutions
must not only vork — they sust work in time,

With The Y¥atorgabe they did nbt beglu %o vork until there was uo altomatiive,
They msver worked iu tiiw or with effeoicnay. All the 2totections of sociviy, frem
the pros to $he systewm of justice wad including the politicians, desnite & fov
exenaplary perfornances, failed and failed utierly and dimastercusly.

Hxl thi: not bee the fact Nixon would mot have Leen wrimpeached,

Hal b not slung to pownr and corrupted sud misiued that pover, had he not held
all of national life Im bail to he survival, *here vould rot hove boea the long travaile
The diapatar to the economy dem ia but ome of the uwnavoidable costse.
The less visible, insidious influence on wolitiscal Hfe is & terrible cost.

Do %the poople have cause 3o have faith in the political system?

Doss iho political record in The Watergate justify faith in the political susten?

then on ALtoruey Wwenernl esn comit sordous orimes and eacape any pmnishnente
when he is in fact prafssd for his subversive felomies by a federsd Jugge = can there
be ary rason for popuiar trust in the worldmge of vwhat is celled justice?

Uhent the adniaistration of justice is conborted to mrotect the worst criminality
in the ha‘l:gon‘:s history - and this Wate gnte subversiom of all of natiomal Eife is the
worst of sosuile orime because it cut the roots of national 1ife = is there mot
anple rouson not £o truet either the administration of justice or the governmert of
which it ie¢ purt? |

Is thers remson to trust the pross whea it rafuar.; to srimt wbat is not lookad
by on: with his own skin protected by his leaking?

Vhen the sress honors itself for investilating while refusing fo investigats?

Thess ars on‘.'.y some of the grim realities that are goimg o heve to be confromted
if ve are to have a sncit‘ty bearing smy resemblance to the ome we thought we had,.

If these realiti¢s are not fuced and if there is mo reform, thers will be more
of thu erweping authoritarienism of whieh The Wutergate is but sart.

to inptead of rewriting
.&adso,ltanm. ﬂmtth-mkingmum there all thn time,
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around the n..m_on.r.l fiatio:n of the emoldng gum, I show thet it wes there all the time,
that ome wan wii-r considerable handeisn ugs able to arove it was there 211 the tine, |
ard that all Gt was new is « liivic more SHOK .

Wixon's ralfmr;e.‘- bf.é;u@;.:;i: Se 1974 was no wmors thon a isht shindang on the suoke
that was there all Lie fins.

it adoed deiall, uet fack. Extra 53006
. WA * o

Before coisidering the exuct language off the relecsed June 23 tapes and the

nore
gigaificancss they hold that sbill cguir were mover reported by the nanjor nedis, back =

granszz !
grouaﬁw M /-147(- '
Burlier jayes had weesu destroyed or laler wers clalred not {o exist,
Hixop was nwot out of ccntatft with the world cuteide Key Biscaynes beginning
whor thoss arvesis were mads and prior to his xeturn to Washington late on the

seeond day therssifter, vuae 19,
Nor vwas Hizos vnaware of whet his relesse of thiése tapes, with others to

follow at the court's cxder, would do to those with whom he had beem associated.
.Or what it would ﬁquﬂ.r& of sach: defending himself or disclosing the ismcrisdnsiing
tzuths about Hixom himself, _
When Neixon had reluctantly let Haldeman and Ehrli;;hm: resign the end of
April, 1977, ho lmew them both to be foloms who had Wm‘fitfcd their felonies im his
interost, Yet he praised them as the two bast public servants ever. Why should a
Prosident so commit himsclfy, out himself for sim and sguiamst motherhood, the cardimal
political biunder, when hw keew there vers feloms snd had to keow that inm *time their
gailt would come out?
Common~gense saslysis, mot faet, provides the snswer he was part of their felomies.
They were a2ll im it togotber and they samk or swam together. They had him by the tii_roat.
This is the situstion and the problem Hixzon mever esecaped, ‘%
Orly two momths after Haldemam and Ehrlichwman left, the ecomservative columiszh
Evans and Novak (Post 7/6/73) resorted the vesultamt problems
“Tr.vila to phart President Nikor's stmategy for survivimg Watergate, his advisers
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are eonfronting this tormsniting dilemmal how car he dizengsge from former lisutensnts
HoBHaldeman ond Joha Ehrlichmar withoul dangerously antaponizieg them?

This wae prior to John Mitekell's teatismouy bv:fora the Senute Walergute comriitse.
“There was less worry avcut uvhal Hitchell woildd say, wad he perjursd hiosslf €5 defend
his old frined and Jowoer urtner, Hisoue

“ue close Sizen advizer mives this aporaisel of the situstiont there is no way
Haldeman and Ehriiehmen,..can ovoid indictment. The President, therefors, dare not tie
his defense %o tlelrs. But seither dsre hs dDlamwe them for the scardal for faar of a
murderous beckl sh from them, Be must eontinue $o tarzet Johm E. Deam III as the cover-
up conspliator. '

The nenorsadine givin tho Sovste & woek nzo by White louse eoumsel ¥Fred Bugherdt

eleariy vioiato! that strategy by predicating the President’s innocenes omr the Halde-
map-Phrlichren deluns€ese

But a "knswledgsaple Higon aide" told the eolummisis that Dess "mever did snythiang
ﬂwi'thout orders from Haldeman snd Ehrliehmar,"

Buzhardt's nemo was an attack on Dean’s Lestimoay.

The column soses 2 close $0 impossible situatiom to be comtemded with. There
was mo way of seperating Nixon mmixiaixfrom Eoldensa sad Shriicheas and mo way of
of separating Dean from that pair, either,

Onee lixon opt-d "the coverwup road™ and the stosswalliag it required rather
thaw the limited haag out” anyone but a fearwriddem puramoid of wmy political experiemcs
would have taker, thio was his problem that eould im the erd have sc soluticn suort of
disaster.

Byt "to target on Desa" gusranteed Deam would go to jall & villaim or would have

transeripts

to fight back. The tapes show the aumuing of the Nixom-HuldensneBhrliehman tric ia
Plotting the case against Dean, What they do not show is how a swwvvy men 1ike Dean did
Bot realize from his firvst wrorgful aet, which was his first st oa returning to Hashington
duties Juro 19, 1972, made kim the imeviteble patey for the pair le whould have umdersiood
to be without seruplef Ome of the mysteries is why Deam, loyalist or moi, did mot fusmble
80 the irevitubility of his having to pay for the crimes he Luew he wes commitiing.

Comparcd 4o others, Ueam is heroie im The Wotergate for hie detailed amd accurate

econfessions. But sompsred to what he could have exposed, his marathomn performance
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before the Watsrgale gommittee wasless of am exposure thak it eould have bean, We have
seen gsome illustrations. In Dean’s defense thers is the fach that witnesses do not
this comuittee's
tosggoggﬂgl&g? they kmow it uwnwanted. The record of Xkw zwectsenlar, popular snd
important/despite its defects that meant it, oo, was coveriag up, is elear: thers is
mueh $o chose mot to go imto. If it eleeted mot to air what Yean had testified to
about the CIA, Pean ean_t be faulted for that,
o With all he xdem rememberad im olaborate detail that wes rarely im ervor, Desn
did not testify %o what Huni®s later testimony shonld hsve reminded him of if, irdecsd,
as sesns inmprobable, he forgot it.
It ie possible .to interpret 13‘.33;,3 testinony as an eifort to save himself while
at the sarme time jnerimirating Nixom as little as possible, focusimg instesd on those
_around Hixon, those wim from whom it turmed out Nixor eould mot be separated from,
| Eunt claimed in court when he appenled sund before The Watersate eosmittes thet
eviderce consisting of two motebooks that he meedod for hie defemse were not returned
to him from his Whits House files. From Iunt*s owa deseription of the coatents of those
notebook, tho momes snd addresses of those with whorm he werked, the only use o whish
they eould be put was imcerimimating others amd laying out im srresier detsil what he hud
done for lixom. vr, incrimingting Nixom.
What happened to thesel notebooks wes 2 mystery until Kovember 5, 1973, whea
Watergete assistant prosecutor Richard Hem Veniste told this story & Judee Siviea,
Desn has seid he out those motebocks throush the prwsr shredied the duy ke
supervised the empiying on Hunt's safe, elaiming to b-lieve they comtainsd inforustios
about the ¥llsberg break-im, them still umexposed. (Post 11/6/75)
But Desn has also test¥ified im public to turmimg svervihine over, those secrets
o Gray and the rest to FBI agemts.
the Friday betfors this “omday admission to Siriea Demn firmglly 4oldf {he
prosscution thaximkigpiiiordiiur & story he hed demfed omly two momth- esriior, that
these Huut notebooks nnd existed. (Post 11/6/73) Instead he seid he “found” them im

January 1973 in a folder holdime informatiom shout Nizor's tax and sstate matters,
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A ¥White House spokesmam told the Pogd "The Presideat did not kaéw that the
motebocks were in the egtate file,” Bem Veniste told Siries that whils Ysam hed aot
admitted "misfilisg" this Hunt svidenes, it ie fair to assume he put then there.” (Post 11/6/73)

This i intended t& show that desparate as Mixon'd lylag arvears to have beem
in looking backvard and $hat while he hnd to have klcmﬁ the totsl dishonesty of his
eourss once he taok the cover-up trial and stonewalled, Nixom also lmww that he was
being coversd by othurs %o the degres their owa situations permiited. Es was not utterly
ard eonmplately irratiomal. He lmaw the whole truth had mot besm told, he knew the Humt
bribing had worked, he imew significand secrets were beimg kept by those who appeared
to be confesging ail.

axpecting

There is ease after case of this. Without/it Nixzos might well mot have darcd
lie from the first. The authoritarfias Hixor depemded upom his subordinmste authoritariems,

Amother instance sinee forgottea amd so lititle regarded by Fhe New York Times
that it buried the story om mage 13 (8/3/73) is amother exposure Doss could have wade.

@;fbﬁfv bgf{hf-

It was adduced from ome of his little kmown ngsistamts, Ray Kissey, im the ciwil suitlepfp-7
o i'vbn-vt"-{, ,&j b, I ‘W‘HIJ:.I Warl bean o siped T i R

Lomtron b‘a_.us“h&@d }i-i.ed,, Kingay's deposition was filed im court Auvgust 2, 1975. It
here hzs iml;ortaaee not only because it is evidemce that sll was still not hunging out
but because of what it ad.d;l to what is lmown of Reimmelmouwnkrfsrdiowy the kind of
cpem‘kioab;is:ally raa for Nixom, one of the reasoms thare wan the mistrust of Colsom
when he was no%t with Nixom ard the others ard explsnation of what will be sren in Yut
those Juse 23 transeripts.

the domestic awyiag and dirty-works Colson operationa exterdad ovean to having
other maxbers of the White House staff ask IRS #for the names of eomirihutors tc the
Hational Council of Semior Citisems,” Bven the old folis joined together %o help themsclves
ia their years of need were mot sefe from Nixom if he or Colsca saw amy way of leonimg
on them of those who helped them. Colson's explamatiom was "this outfit is giving us
trouble.” Whal he woast by "trogble" is asking"for higher Soecial Security venefits,
mational ireultl insurasce aud other legislation ror the elderly."(NiTiwmss 8/3/73)

This was subversion to Nixzom? This wade old folls and those who helped them his

Tenemies?"



%
Another was Colson's pressuring of Commom Cause, the well-ikmowm eitizems' groupm seoking

peans of effsoting homest eleciions,. Kinsey
Kinsey swore to four sueh Colsom orders./Hm also swore that Colsom had asked ¥k

Sxzximakeizx inquiry into the reasoms for "am apparent dslasy im grautiag of {fwe
tax-smyt exempt status %o & Califormie Republicem group.”

Cetting tax-oxenpt ctatus for Repiblican politieal groups while sesimg to it that
the legitimete tav-oxemyt stetus essentisl to the survivel of public yrouws was demied
was another of Uplson's political fumctions for Nixome

Poying with 1S and bludgeoning it Inte furbiddem aite ia emother act of crixes.

IRS did respond, Yhile there wers no f.:Onl':I'i'bL‘.t}iﬁﬁls in excess of §5,000 to the
old=foliks® coumeil, the only omes reguired to be ruported, the IRS? "spsvering moemo
%o bip, ColsoResogave figurss on the overudk ~all ineome and expomditures for the eoumeil,
the only figuves uvailable,"(NYTimcs 8/5/73)

AJ.’.L we have heen msidgéﬁ.ag becauss it is the essential contsnt of the
tramscidets liixon released the end of april ko of thoue of Jume 25 thai follow reiates
$0 the breaik-in itself, to ®unt had bridimg him wad the bribery he them undertook for
Nixon, to the Uubans smd related mutters. lowsver, it ls importaat sot to be led to
believe that these arc the only orimes, the only impeachable offemsss, the only scts
and misdeed for wiaich Nixem could bave beun impeachsd or that he had to suppress fo
rezain wimpeacheds ® !-.

The conplexity of the ;‘oiitieal sad eriminsl opecations ia enoTouss If all
cammot be held im wind, that t}iey are not es liwited as the "smoking cum" fatal
shot temds to persuande need bel kept iz sind, There is viritually mo aspect of goverme
mont mot tainted, corrupted or. subverted in Nizon's politicel imterest ac he anc bis
honshos savw this imterest amd mrwaliy nothing he and they would mot do, vhetber or
Bot persmoic amd without na#d, j.;i”_\-{‘tlwy perseived any nced im their eowson effort to
keep him im offiee and to r;tonloz'li- society as they wasted it reorderad.

The gtark and imfu%am gontent ofﬁ:i::ﬁ fatal-shot June 2% tramscripts temd
to obscure all else, ’fhoy appnai; tc be incredible, o recrrd the impossible, but they
are only too roal amd too tra;ii:o, T{]:ty do require amalysis because .who.n they were

reported much of thelr meaning was not roported. S0 before getiimg to them other

H I
I / i
! i
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explamations ean be helpful,

Nizom released them only because once ag?in this potentially suieidsl zet was
the least damporous of his altornatives, After he roleased thea It became iavwn that
he szpocted the speciel prosecutor $o have them and the rest of the imeriminsting
svidence he did not relesse &m withim three weeks. (Eveng-lownk eo}umm, Port 9/7/74)
Malding the rlease hiwself ;‘e&rni’f;‘l:nd him %o make gome explemntion, to play Tor « break;
to mais his comfession and his orimirslity seems $o be ap litiis of a coafession and
other than eririnsl, If tha attempt failed, the chofce was betweck sekiug *he unscu
umsuccessful oftort snd rusning & greater risk, This hed bwﬁ deliborated tbhe previous
weekend when Fixos awd & Tew advisers hid thescelves &t Cswmp David.

The House Judieiary Committee hed voted to impeseh FHixon, Ite delibevations hed
besn televast. Thay were iﬁpr:es;iva. The vfforte made by the sdnority of pro-Niren
Bpublicans had besm futile, mr# disputations rather tham faetusl, sed evcent for their
appeal to the lixom hardeore, had setuslly helped cosvimcve the pecsle evean mor: of the
impossibility of Nixom Mfacmms;'

The sopular reaction t7 these public dabutes nothing liles which bad &vexz brem
telsenst bufore vas ita=lf eloss to Fatal to Kixom, Thevwe wes 1litile doubi liat the
full House would wmke agres «ith its commitee snd vobs ip dmpunch, Zut there would
firat be debates in the iouge chaubsr. After these sdded deliberations thore would be
the vote that m!::l;jr“mwﬁ have Been 4 bill of {ndicteent ithe Houpe aont o te Sunete,
where the trial would be helds Daksihwrmonecogtnsyaxaxehaosr bty thadimee cmipuinxex

What little doubt there was thut the House would not wote to dsyeacl, thet Hixom
would be the second Presidemt it over voted to imwrash smd the first comvieted by the
Semate, would have erded forever if the contemt of these “ume 23 tnges alome ~ not the
other eertvain imcriuinatiag l'ﬁ.ili_*hﬂﬂ but these so ecmpletely eorprebonsiile and boyomd
expianining away = would be over 4.1 sey word of itheiy content lsaied Gub arior o or
goineidiing iw Bioe with dhe liouse Y0Lwe

“iis alone regnived Mizow to teke his last great chenes, to try to sut the best
possiblc fzoee on the ugliness of hie Presidensy mwnd fhe his Votergating, whieh ia to say

kis exim imal and subversive acise. !
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Phis As ¥hat he had done with his leSe-April tromscripts releasve It had mot
beer fatal, Hemhgggixia?.é}eﬁn able to misrevresent thelr comtent ond to set swey with
i¥for two deys ¥F news eoverage by firsy; faldng o T, them foeuing e stebemeat and
then deloying the aetual releape of the ;a.ﬁtualj*:m'tr—:cﬁﬁtae

This time, however, the Supreme Court had yuled, Ho Justice sided with Nixom,

Hod he sid daved defy tho Supreme Court &L%er the Judiciary eomritioe voted
to 5_u1h';a-xch, $he voir of the mﬁ House and of tho Senate 4o somviet ould have been
imeviieble and overvhyimdng, i

Howovar, this deoparate alsexpt stopr nis issamhwenidiineniex
"enomies" ot the iupeachmeat pass wes motentiaslly svieidal becsuss of more thaa the
diselosurea abont Nixon's gild. It seriously jeopsrdized others, ecpecially thoce

glread indioted, OF thess mseny, 1ot us take a few illustratioms frou the publie

wad obstrueting justice only,
Haldeman mesord and the ehawgssof perjuryd Fot all. Just & few, aml thess mot from the
committen’ & siarie nevs atory.
Batapgutazsunmbiiesdssiranceri pts bt Toon/ nEngRGmEE
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There wers taved @onversations and othsr 4aped recoxds prior to j’smn 23, They vere

destroryad, thay juet "dissesveared” or thay wero alleged not o have sxisgted at all, The

Bostraction of thosze 18 smd & half sminuhes of tan tape of Hixouls first secling +i3h

daldensn the vorais
°

g of June 20,1972, valch uwas the first tiis Maldeem condd huve
made o Tull report on whit the FBI bod by then lesrned, fron the Gy vemo of the day
befora, we: esviified by the eovrit's txsartz %o have Eee.en delibarate, 28 ve have gsem,
Vhy deatroy *vs Jume 20 fepe and leave izcrimimating evidunse of 1t snd ot destroy Rhmk
of thoue of Jure 2%7 The obvious sngvur i that the earlier taps was aven =or: inoriminating.

Ouly those uawilling to recognize whoet ie the esenatial in any gvv:anmw;ﬁ; eould
yrotend ary doubh that Birem wer inforred of all there was %o kmov as sconas any of kds
mwberdinates ohtained kuowledpe, Thig is the way we began, with the obvious, that Nizom
hed to have kmown 81l there was %0 kmow from the very first beecause of his owr Imowledge
aﬁd becsuse all governweants tumetion that way. The head of stale as t low what he
Bust kvmow. He heo o mwele or suthorice the cruciel doclmions and ao advisor no matior now
elose eeu rake eey Indapendent dﬂc::‘-..sioa when the heand of state himself is eaudsugsred by ite
It is et unregsonsble to mesume Shet in thoee sarlier zomYorsatioms, reactions aad
eurments aad axpietives douleted were ioss roeltroined, more ozmm, more Juilty and less
subject .t Swishing in opsciel intarpreiations. A listing of thege that ar kaown when
wo ex~idne the Jone 2% tspen that followed then will awke much cleay.

svi eerher henky- penfy
The June 23 tapea relcase »resoated jeopardy to others amd tamded to muke hixom's
: #1

guilt or guilty involvement iu thom wore certaim. A brisf revisw of the history of the
destruation of tiat part of the tupe of the fi-rs‘-; B{i.::m;-l:l:zﬂ.d&zian peeving aftor Baldenan
had a guny of the Uray reuounting of <hat the FEXL had al'ma:j;y*l iegprnea shovns WiSe it
alzo underscores tha :mgaii;.uda of the content of the Yuaw 23 tages 2ud of the lying and
porjuriss abeut them, |

20 Tola,



en 6/20, 27 tapes

When Nizen, by then hawving no real qlternative, daliverce the June 23,1972 bape in

F i
g

confeormity vwith the erdsy of the Snprﬂm Court and it was foone SEL Rl dnerirde

nating evid nce; there vere runeweas cenjiecture over ertruction of 10 i o wl1f

minute 8 of hic vuma 20, 1.72 tans, Jack And (Post &/12/72) guated “iprTods cloce

to the pres-cuiieon” as verdering w ulizeraEn the erasurs the Jdune 20 tape

-
else relsvant and not ?:m#fqﬂ/"‘um 2% wheu it was so
-

and the &:Lsap-;r&a'.‘&nm?: f;"‘

® vnartse Firat, whe could have had—thrducire and

et rid of thess June 20 words and then whv,

Fizen tosk the June 20 tape to Camp David with hin en Septemher 29, 1973,(P:st 3/12/74)
Steve 3ull ebiained thebner 5000 tape recerder fer Hixen's persenal secratar , Rese
Hary Weods, on the necend day theresfter, Octobsr 1. The ermaure was en thic wac nine,
accerdins o the court's expePts. (Post 8/12/74) Thres pennle enly hnd nccess 4o this
tape, Nizen, Bull :nd Weods, Assuming that there was not earlier erasure :aske:d by
the repeated diucted mrasures by this Uher 5000, who ceulé hove hed access to the
office and the :mchiiw of the President's long-time confidentisl sccrefery plus knove

Th m’l"4_._L

ledge of %thu contont b7 tape plus access {8 it plus an

awgreness of the necd for this inerininating content to dissopear plus £h: w Llingness
te risk jedl for it plus se streng 2 desire for it to disapoear?

Originaliy ilisc Wecds teld the court she idoht have eradicated five minutes ot most
# this tape by accident, in an impessible exercise that bocame knovm as "Rese lary's
stretche" It roquired that she reach far to answer the phone and for sll five minutes
of that cenversation centert her bady teo keep her feot en the pedal cordrel ani i P
the machine rumning for ne gecd r asen and in the "record™ msie at that, Levnliy tub
m' reasenablonasse She denied under onth ernsing all of it ia those prooscdings b Jore
Judge Siricas This lcaves Bull and Nixen only,

They alene could ancwer and neither ddd.

The distinction is without meaning, If Bull did it it could nat be for seifish reasens

and it cammet bs conceived that he weuld engage in anything like this en hin own,



Ther: is but one msn who has limitless access te all the White lleuse dey er nizh,
the precident,

Ane the ons man vho abeve all had reason te want what he had siad, ackmewliizsd, heawd
er just blurted sut en heayin; what the ¥BI has le%xg%bggt The Waterzote and those
invelved is Richard Hixon -~ il for ne other reason becsuse of his prier relaticuship
with Hunt sne twice threugh Cushnen with Hunt, at the tine of the Bar of Pigs and vhen
Cuslmzn was bepaly birecter ef the CIA and Hunt was chief ef Nixen's persenal gestapee

The morning: oi June 20y %he tme of this erased tape, osincides vith the Tirst
Possibds ruporting to Hizen ef what the ¥BI bac alr sdy kroomt _lamsd, a2 the entirely
igieres. Gray report te Haldenan centsined ite Whis di¢ include Hunt and his “ubans,
a link te ths crise and ve the comuen pust,

By .mta. 1575 dentroying these tapes whelesals was guarantee ef inpeachuent il net

ol

Jaile 1l nost that ceuld be dared is destrouctism of A*:h:: nost iricri&inatin;g(l:m;
B"Bf"ﬂ‘:}.’dﬁil; t‘l‘l:;t.ii wantiad tape was witneubd reasenable doubt the nest inerinminating,
because HBizen ane “aldeman could nei have beon uitheut resction 4o the &E.ﬁgel’ posed by
what the FBL haw alresdy learnes one its forecest of what inevitably would fol ow,
netidng couls e more incriuduatings |

A% Lhat uvonenut diXen nau eVery reesen to belicve his tepes weuld nover dbeconc knewn,
Otherviss he'd have enued the taping and dedireyed all the tapas thati could incrininates

Gnc:.c} thugr existonce was known, any é.ezstriléticn wss criminal, U struction ha! 4o De
Liives to the nost essentiad ovidence, Thic uoans thet danaging as vas the taps of
June 20 = snoush to ferce him eut after meore thm'gf.:m yoars of wninp schrent - in

Nizon's cun ovaluation the Juns 20 tape was evon more damaging to hime



Were ous %o read of thsse fagts is a movel in which they wore not pretended %o
be realitissn, wricr %o the Presidemey of Richard Mimxm Nixos it would be resaraed ag
80 impossible and the novel ee some ccrweroializiug of juks

This is mot fiction, not a movel, amd i3 is the naked troth about Nixos and his
Presidemey ~ 2 Precideney i of the nuciear sge in which he aleme hud his fisssr om
ocur buttom.

1t also seops wireal that rone of Gide eonld be mowa vlthoub nis tanige

Cer thir huve buer poscible?

Can the FBL and all those Hemate and douse comdiiews have Less deda;; say
boma fida imvestigation without lesrming of & subébarvisl suouat of this if not all?

The avaiiable evidemce says that nome ¢id leara aHY CLher VaYe

How wery 1t just is mot possible that the mmnted il ¢1d mot lsarm enough,
without the tapes,

Yet no word of this kind of knowledge was cvar losled, desplte the larpe nusber
of agents involveds in the investisation anc the Lurger sugber ol wumés available %o
then, |

No word of asytidng like this wes sueu in any of the many courbtoprogesdingy,

Ho single inuictment of the very mamny honded down prior to the reles:e of 4the
Yane 23 tapes inciudes any charge beeed on amy evidemee like vhat it holds.

fio single Congressmae of Senator made a ehurge reflecting aay knowicdge,

Louera of people if not mv‘!.dz;!sds had sore kuwoledge, Johm Desn told Bixon that
his own officss wers full of peowsie with kmo.lsé¢ze of the blackmall peynsats alowse,
Con they have not knov of other "‘Mﬁ gms” = other official erimivility - or of the
speed with which Nixom was VYold ail he did not imow on his our that he hat to be toid
immediately?

Frou telephone opucators o Secret Servies ag mts to stall p=ople fThere hes to
have b.rn some with some kuowledi®e

Their loyally was to Nixan ‘the men rOt the cotmtw. Thair silenee kent him -; g //;'&_

: ; 2 W&
unrinpeachod. f‘\ﬂ'{“{ %{/f} // Wb) 4
! {4
But 1% wrecked the country, ééﬂ/ﬁﬁ



