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In
stru

m
en

t of an
 E

xile's M
u

rder 
B

y.B
ernard D

. N
ossiter 

W
eshington P

oet F
oreign aerie 

L
O

N
D

O
N

 —
 A

 B
ulgarian defec-

to
r w

h
o, S

aid on •his , deathbed that 
-h

e h
ad

 b
een

 stab
b

ed
 w

ith
 a p

o
i-

' so
n

ed
 U

rn
b

relIa w
as in

 fact m
u

r-
d
ered

, S
co

tlan
d
 Y

ard
 d

isclo
sed

 
yesterday 	

p
ro

b
ab

ly
 b

y
 a p

lati- 
m

int -p
ellet sm

aller th
an

 a p
in

h
ead

. 
T

he ;ex
ile, G

eo
rg

i M
ark

o
v
, 4

9
, a 

w
rite

r a
n

d
 d

ra
m

a
tist w

h
o

 h
a
d

 
broadcast antigovernm

ent political 
com

m
entaries to his hom

eland; died 
in a L

ondon hospital S
ept. 11, F

our 
d

ay
s b

efo
re th

at, h
e said

, a m
an

 
had jabbed him

 •in 'the` thigh -w
ith 

an um
brella near W

aterloo B
ridge. 

M
ark

o
v
 to

ld
 frien

d
s h

e w
as su

re 
h

e h
ad

 b
een

 p
o

iso
n

ed
. 

T
h

e tin
y

 p
ellet th

at p
resu

m
ab

ly
 

w
as used to poison him

 w
as found 

u
n
d
er h

is sk
in

.' 
O

fficials said they had never be-
fo

re seen
 an

y
th

in
g

 lik
e th

is ex
o

tic 
in

stru
m

en
t o

f d
eath

. 
"It is d

iab
o

lical th
at th

is so
rt o

f 
th

in
g

 co
u

ld
 h

ap
p

en
 in

 a L
o

n
d

o
n

 
steet," said A

ssistant C
om

m
issioner 

D
av

id
 P

o
w

is, o
p

eratio
n

al ch
ief o

f 
S

cotland Y
ard's detectiveS

. 
M

ark
o

v
 fled

 fro
m

 B
u

lg
aria In

 
1
9
7
0
. In

 recen
t y

ears h
e h

ad
 b

een
 

b
ro

ad
castin

g
 attack

s o
n

 th
e C

o
m

-
m

unist governm
ent to his hom

eland  

over the U
.S

.-run R
adio F

ree E
urope 

in M
unich. 

S
co

tlan
d
 Y

ard
 d

o
es n

o
t k

n
o
w

 
w

ho killed M
arkov. A

ssistant C
om

-
m

issio
n
er G

ilb
ert K

ellan
d
 to

ld
 re-

porters: 
"T

h
e w

o
rld

 is th
e field

 in
 th

is 
ease. Y

our guess is as good as m
ine." 

T
he intelligence com

m
unity here 

is co
n

v
in

ced
 th

at th
e k

iller w
as an

 
ag

en
t fro

m
 th

e S
o

v
iet b

lo
c, p

er-
h
ap

s fro
m

 th
e K

G
B

, th
e S

o
v
iet 

secret police. 
A

t first, intelligence sources here 
w

ere p
u
zzled

 b
y
 th

e lo
n
g
 g

ap
 In

 
tim

e b
etw

een
 M

ark
o
v
's 

d
efectio

n
 

S
ee B

U
L

G
A

R
IA

N
, A

R
, C

ol. 2 

• ‘-•. cotland Y
ard Says B

ulgarian W
as M

urdered 
fp

w
, • 	

• B
U

L
G

A
R

IA
N

, F
rom

 A
l 

 

an
d

 h
is d

eath
: E

m
igies m

ark
ed

 for assassin
ation

, 
th

ey said
, are typ

ically liq
u

id
ated

 w
ith

in
 six m

on
th

s. 
B

u
t n

ow
 th

e in
telligen

ce com
m

u
n

ity k
n

ow
s.  M

ar-
kov's fate 

w
as n

ot an
 isolated

 in
cid

en
t. L

ast m
on

th
,:  

another B
ulgarian defector and journalist,' V

ladim
ir 

R
ostov, w

as h
it in

 th
e b

ack
 as b

e w
as m

ou
n

tin
g an

 
escalator in

 th
e P

aris M
etro. 

U
nlike.  M

arkov, lio-stn
v d

id
, n

ot b
ecom

e ill at on
ce., 

"O
n 'T

uesday in P
aris; w

hile tw
o S

cotlan
d

 Y
ard

 d
e: 

tectiv
es w

atch
ed

, a F
ren

ch
 su

rg
eo

n
ien

io
v

ed
 fro

m
 

R
ostov's back a pellet. id

en
tical to th

e on
e fou

n
d

 in
 

1M
arkov's right thigh. . 
T

h
e p

resu
m

ed
 fatain

stru
m

en
t is an Ingenious de-

v
ice th

at leav
es alm

o
st n

o
 trace. T

h
e p

ellet is an
.. 

,.alloy: of rare m
etals, 90 percent platinum

 and 10 pen: 
cent iridium

. It is one-fifteenth of an ineh'in- diarre-
ter. T

w
o m

in
u

te h
ates, each

 16 one-thousandths of 
, an inch deep, had been drilled into this pinhead; at 
right angles 'to each other. 

D
etectives here have found an unidentified sub-. • 

stance in the holes of the pellet that w
as em

bedded 
- in M

arkov's skin. T
his substance m

ay turn out to be 
a p

o
iso

n
, b

u
t th

e Y
ard

 said
 th

at it co
u

ld
 tak

e 
m

onths to com
plete tests. 

• 
C

om
m

issioner P
ow

is said that the pellets are a re-
- m

arkable piece 
of m

icroen
gin

eerin
g, 

possibly per, 
form

ed by '.a skilled w
atch

m
ak

er. P
rep

arin
g an

 u
m

-
b

rella tip
 to fire su

ch
 a d

evice m
u

st also h
ave re- 

quired precision w
ork of a high order. W

hy the - pel-
let th

at w
ork

ed
 in

 L
on

d
on

 failed
 in

 P
aris-is a m

ys-
tery. 

M
ark

ov, w
h

o w
as sen

ten
ced

 in
 ab

sen
ce to 61/2 

years in
 p

rison
 in

 -B
u

lgaria, w
as m

arried
 to an

 E
n

g-
lish

w
om

an
. H

is m
ain

 job
 w

as b
road

castin
g cu

ltu
ral 

n
ew

s over th
e foreign

 service of th
e B

B
C

, an
 essen

-
tially n

on
p

olitical task
. 

B
u

t w
h

en
 S

ofia refu
sed

 to p
erm

it h
im

 to retu
rn

 to 
B

u
lgaria to see h

is d
yin

g fath
er, M

ark
ov tu

rn
ed

 to 
-the attack. 	

_ 
O

ver R
ad

io .F
ree E

u
rop

e, on
ce su

p
p

orted
 b

y th
e 

C
IA

, a
n

d
 th

e W
est G

erm
a

n
 D

eu
tsch

e W
elle, h

e 
b

road
cast extracts from

 h
is u

n
p

u
b

lish
ed

 m
em

oirs. 
-A

m
on

g oth
er th

in
gs, h

e accu
sed

 B
u

lgarian
 lead

er 
T

odor Z
hivkov and other high officials of corruption. 

M
arkov and Z

hilikov had been friends- before M
arkov's 

• defection. 
O

n S
ept. 7, M

arkov suddenly fell' ill w
ith a h

igh
 

fever. H
e told

 h
is w

ife an
d

 oth
ers th

at h
e h

ad
 b

een
 

- jabbed w
ith an um

brella earlier -that day by a m
an 

w
ho said in

 a foreign
 accen

t, 	
sorry? T

he m
an, 

w
ith the um

brella then jum
ped- into a cab and dig-

appeared. F
our days later, M

arkov died. H
e w

as 49. 
S

cotland Y
ard's experts w

ere being congratulated 
last n

ig
h

t fo
r fin

d
in

g
 so

 tin
y

 an
 o

b
ject u

n
d

er th
e 

dead m
an's skin. W

hether or not they ever discover. 
• precisely w

ho killed M
arkov.- and---,W

ith w
hat sub-

stan
ce, th

ey h
ave ad

d
ed

 a n
ew

 ch
ap

terto
tlae an

n
als' 

• 
• of assassination. 

1 

P
ellet, m

u
ch

 m
agn

ified
, tak

en
 from

 B
u

lgarian
's leg. 
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