Reeommendationa “ that|
would lead- to the dlsmanﬂ.tng
of the United States Informa-
tion Agency have been tenta-
tively .approved by a study
panel headed by Frank Stan-
ton, former president of CBS.

The panel's‘ “recommenda-
tions, if adopted, would lead to
@ major reorgamzatmn of U.B.
public information” and cul-
tural activities’ abroad.

The report 'is 'still being
drafted, but its broad outlines
were learned from’governmen-
tal sources.and confirmed yes-
werday by Stanton in a tele-
phone- Interview i

The commimion is axpected
to: J:ecommend { g

T

. * Creation of an independ- ~ §
ént Voice of, America, the .

world- wideintematlonal‘ i
broadcasting operatinn ‘now

Tun under the USIA.

This independent VOA
would be made responsibl,e to
a reconstituted Board for In--'

ternational - *  Broadcasting, '
which now- responsibility P
for Radio Free Europe and Ra-

dio Liberty. The board then
become ‘the * ‘central
point for '‘US. puhlic roadﬂ

would

casting operahons ‘abi

E'..

though VOA and the Radio‘ :
Free Europe -and Radio’. Lib-:
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STAN TON From Al

erty operations wuuld be kept
separate. i

@ Establishment of a Agency
-for Information and Culture
within the State Department
which would’ control all. eul-

tural’ activities abroad. They
are ‘now spread ‘through the

Governor (iiven
Rebuff on Wyman

New Hampshire's Re-
publican. governor failed
yesterday .in an attempt
to retrieve an . election
certificate issued to . ihe
Democratic }caniﬁdafe in
‘the state’s disputed’ U.s.
Senate election: L

<. Franeis /R, 1'nale|:lh §ec:

| retary bf the Senate; told

! Goy. Meldrim' Thomson
that the rules of the Sen- =
ate prohibited him ;from.
" returning the document 2
without a 'Senate’ order.
Valeo said| not” even a
,eourt suit would diglodge
the paper, -without which
a. newly elected senator
cannot be sworn In. e

Thomson threatened to
appeal “to the- Supreme
; Court if the Senate does ,
nnt seat Republican Louis
"Wyman or allow a apeclal
ruuou election.

‘USIA and the Stata ‘Depart-

ment. The new agency would
be similar in organizational
status to the Agency for Inter-
national Development and the
Arms Control and Disarma-
ment Agency with separate
budgets and are linked to the
State Department at the Sec-
retanr of State level.-

‘e -Appointment of a new

‘| deputy under secretary of

state for' public affairs who
would be responsible of basic
State Department foreign pol-

icy questions hoth in the

United States and abroad.

' These recommendations
were tentatively agreed to at &

‘meeting of the panel Monday,

and commission sources antici-
pate no major changes unlesa
legal problems are  encoun-

| tered at the . fm.al d.tafting

stage i
" The' proposals areJikely.»to
be contrwerainl among advo-
cates of an independent’ USIA
and aqong those who question
linking the_;nperaﬂoﬂs of the
Voice of America to" Radio
Free Europe and Radio Lib:
erty. USIA was created as nn
mdependent agency in 1853,

: Sources’ familiar with the
panel’s deliberations  believe
the creation of the Agency for
Information and Culture.and
the deputy under secertary for
public affairs could be accom-
plished by executive order.

The creation of an inde-|

rm.a- |A.«w.

il %.1" LR ﬂ‘ L
pendent Volce of Amerlea.
however, is believed to require
congressional action. +

The Stanton panel is techni-
cally known as the Panel on
International Information, Ed-
ucation and Cultural Relations

and it is operating under aus-
pices of the Géorgetwon Uni-
versity Center for “Strategic
and Intematlonal Studies.

While it is a private, ‘inde-
pendent unit, it was formed
after both the U.S. Advisory
Commission on Information
and the U.S. Advisory Com-
mission on International Edu-

|cational and Cultural Affairs

called for a hroad .study of
overseas Information and cul-
tural actwities  Members of
both' ‘advisory rgo}:nmissiuns
served on the Stanton panel.
In addition, it .is known that
the' views!'of! Sécretary of
State Henry A. Kissinger were
‘sought before the commission

‘reached its t,entative eonclﬂ
sionaMonday S by
“At least .two. . utuc!:ea
‘into, U.S...public iniormntlon
and cultural affairs activities
abroad are under way, one by
the Congressional Research
Service for the Sénate Foreign
Relations Committee and an-
other as part of a broad gov-
‘ernmentdl study of U.S. for-
eign operations. | 5
Sources familiar with the

s

Stanton panel‘s deubera'donl

Draft Report Urges_ USIA Dlsmanthng

have indicated that the basic

argument for creation of the|

Agency for Information and
Culture is to combine activi-
ties now_ split between USIA
and the State Department but
in a form ‘that would give the

new agency a degree of auton ‘

omy. ;
Such” activiti.es as
exchanges, speaker services,

U.S. “libraries = abroad, film

services and related cultural
activities would be involved.

The recommendation for an
independent Voice of America
was prompted by what was de-
scribed as --a. longstanding
question’ of & differences be:
tween USIA and VOA over
the propaganda functions of
the information| agency rand
what'is seen as'the news ’l’unc-
tion of the radio.

Under the Mdepéndeh't
setup, it probably will be rec-
ommended that formal U.S.
policy . announcements and

come from ' the: State
Department, ‘but ° the!'' VOA
would be free to pursue its
own news reporting activities
as well as its own analysis and
commentary.

Both the new under secre-
tary of state for public affairs
‘and the head of the Agency
for Information and Culture
would serve as members of
the Board for Intarnational
Broadcasti.ng

cultural




