Mr. Herrill Meloughlin, editor 7/25/95
U.S.1lews |

2400 W St., MW

Washington, DC 20027-1196

Dear lr. He'oughlin,

Hjchael Stanke has sent me your letter to him of J,ne22 and the memo to you
by your Gerald Pa.rshall: Of me Parshall says I am " a conscientious man who has spent
decades of his life trtﬁg to unvbver a conspiracy that never existed." He precedes
this by saying that I am "thoroushly" wrong, I presume about the JFK assassination.

I'm 82 now, in iupair&d heulth, and I'm spending what time that remains to

e in seeking tp leave the best possible record for pur history. Perhaps s&~day may
return when the maior media is not the servike lackey of errant government on so many
majfor issues.

So I .uelcome this invitation by the augdght and wealtl% «S.News and using
it ask you, witheR& or without your subjec’a%atter ig;xra;nus Perghall, to show me a
single significant error in any of the many aauasinatiyﬁ books I've published.

That Parshall is a subject-matter ignoramus ( ## I do not assume he is stupid
and in your employ) isﬁreflected in B8k his seying ®i've been'trying to incover a
conspiracy" that only a determined subjac%attar ignoramnus and dedicated literary whore
can sa.;‘rl‘\never exigtdd."

T am alone in never having sought to try to "ancover" who conspired, and the
irrefutable Qi_‘i:_cig_;L evidence proves there was a cpnspiracy.

If your in-house subject-matter ignoramus had read my (;rrent NEVER ACATN!
he would know that it begins ’Ly stating, backed up vith the official evidence, that it
ig impossibl: to "solve} the crime.

Papshall Irefers Btanke to your ¥ehash of Posner's cheap prosecutor-type
case, which he read before writi¥g you. T do not think you or Parshall will takd the
time of that either of uyou wants to know the truth, but some of it is in my badly
butchered Case Open. About three-quarters of it, vhere I yged the official evidence
to prove that, using these words, Posner is a shyster and a plagiarizes. Poé,'br nhr
had a chance to respond. ’fe hes been gilent other than proving what I also sald of him
in Base Open, that he has trouble telling the truth even by accident. In his intro-
duction to his paperback reprint, after going through ty.e motions of trying to relieve
his prossest plagiarism in the text, he says that with Gase Open I finally got commercial
publication, It was my 13th.

Posner's plagiarism was so pers ie that you award him the copyright
on some of what he plagiarized!



Except for the record this may be for the future, I believe it is a waste
of time,

But while I'm wasting the time I'll waste a it more and challenge you to read
the beginning of IEVER ACATN! and tell me that does not represent a conspiracy, an
official conspiracy to see to it that the crimd of the assassination itself would never
be of ficially investigated. I'd lioke to have that as a record fot the future, too.

If travel were not too dangerous for me I'd have held a press conference in
Wasl’tin{'ton and distruputed copies of those records. I still hope that the friend who
was my é.wyer in all those TFOIA lawghuitsyou neﬁ%‘ regarded as news and never mentioned
will fm.l.ll a press conferonce for me when h#d health and schedule permit it. lg'11 then
distribute coples of those records not in the Look because the publisher did not want
an appendixe

Bhat is réga.rd" as nevs is not what was news in my youthful reporting dayse

Then establishing a copynrht/ precedent would have been Fmgarded by news.

It was entirely unreported.

And when, in Andy fackson's words, I was that oMe determined man who became
the majority, when the Congress amended FOIA in 1974 to make CIA, FBI and similar
records accessible under it, citing one of my suits as regydiring it, that also was

not news, Ifor’;u"’was it that the sole remaining Kennedy broth er is the one who saw
to it that the legjslative history would be clear on this.

Recent history tells us what happens in countries in which the maer media
gurrender fheir traditional roles and became accomplices in official wrongdoing. If
you cannot see what has happened here you arc blind as well as having abdicated your
responsibilities that once were regarded as -n'gigl:r‘r to saceed in this country.

Please excuse my typing. It cannoct be any betlter.

I neigher youp nor your hired hand has the ldidney for a meaningful, factual
responge, there is alvays the Senator of \ljgita 1511 Tame who parlayed his prostitution
of his Warren “ommission responsibioities :I?nto that Senaturs,hgﬂi, Arlen Spect er. I
have written guch about him in the past and much in NiVER AGAIN! Perhaps you can get him
to point out with fact any error in what I've written about him.

Specter or any others of m upwardly-mobile non-Portias of the Commission.

And if you really want to learn a little hbout that travesty I'll be glad to
lend you a copy of a lengthy article I wrote about my relations with the fo¥mer Commission
member, Senator Russell {1118“ how he and Senator Cooper were conned into signing the {eport.
’i‘hdz\ both went to their glavc., refusing tosccept the basis of that non—conspiracy Report,

the Specter bastard of the sinsle-bullet theory which isn't even that, I‘b is a fabr:.{ tiona
Ruzsell approved my worlk and encoraged it until his daying day.pfaturdlly, that is not\ewa.

_Pincerely, “arold Weisperg
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June 22, 1995

MEMO TO MERRILL McLOUGHLIN

RE: Mr. Michael Stanke's letter about our cover story, "Case
Closed."

Mr. Stanke is correct. Mr. Harold Weisberg is not "another
crazy assassination nut." He is thoroughly sane but also
thoroughly wrong, I believe, a conscientious man who has spent
decades of hie life trying to uncover a conspiracy that never
happened. Still, Weisberg can be a persuasive writer 1f your
knowledge is limited to the facts and interpretations he
presents. For nother vie Mr. Stanke may wish to read Case
MWM Random House book excerpted by ——

azine in August, 1993.

this ‘

Gerald Parshall ()(\
Senior Writer

Ke’f”'f/
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June 22, 1995 <<

Mr. Michael Stanke S 4
136 South 13th Street ‘b QQ
La Crosse, WI 54601

Dear Mr. Stanke:

Thanks s ch for writing about our covef story, "Case

Closed."” I brought your Ie ¥
reporter on the story, Gerald Parshall. Attached is his

response.

Critical or complimentary, it is helpful to hear from
readers. I hope that you will continue to follow U.S. News, and
that you will find we are still offering the candid and accurate

journalism you value.
With best wishes,

Sincerely,

L4 2‘; -
Merrill Mcloughlin

MM /nm

2400 N Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037-1196
202-955-2306



20 July 1995

Greetings Harold:

I enclosed a few books that I would like you to sign. The used Never
Again is my personal copy. The others books will be gifts to a few friends
of mine. Scott Wilson said you have an index for Never Again. I enclosed
a check to cover the expense of handling, postage etc.

I'm working on my second draft of my book review of Never Again. 1
shall keep you advised. In short, I tell the reader that this is THE book!

I hope all is well with you and your wife.

With a great deal of respect and admiration,
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x}, To: U.S. Newsand World Report Editors
From: Michael Stanke 136 South 13th Street La Crosse, WI 54601
(608)785-0218
Re: Book Never Again by Harold Weisberg
Date:7/19/95 Time:2:09 PM

Writings, documentaries, films, and discussions on John F. Kennedy's
assassination have become so convoluted since that sad day in 1963 that
most Americans really have no real understanding of the event. | challenge
the News and World Report staff people to do a story on the one American,
Harold Weisberg, who for the last thirty years has used ONLY government
documents to prove conspiracy. | know you are already thinking, “Not
another crazy assassination nut”. Believe me when | tell you that | know
how you feel and | totally agree that 99% of the so called
documentaries/books/articles are pure rubbish. But, also seriously believe
me that a story on Harold Weisberg and his latest book, Never Again,
would be not only a truly fascinating biographical story for your readers but
it would finally shed some light on the truth of the Kennedy assassination. |
do not expect or want you to blindly believe me. | do want you to read/study
the book and check the documentation of government documents. | would
be willing to send you a copy. Also, check with Mr. Weisberg (301) 471-
8186. Although he is well into his eighties, his mind is very sharp. Perhaps
you can visit his home in Frederick, Maryland and inspect his basement
filled with a half a million government documents.

| can tell you that Mr. Weisberg is not into ego or making money in his
writings. He is into doing his part to make America a better place to live in.
As a first generation American he is very aware of the goodness in this
country but is worried about parts of the government that unnecessarily
keeps secrets from its citizen. As for myself, | seek nothing and expect
nothing from your possible article on Mr. Weisberg biography and book.

| have never sent a letter like this to any publishers before and
probably never will again. |do so this time because | honestly believe this is
an article/topic that would make U. S. News and World Report and its
readers “proud”.

Thank you very much for your time and considerations on this

possible article.

Aloyal U. S. News and World Report subscriber, K\"p }

Mike Stanke /‘r &? &

ps: Please call Mr. Weisberg between 8AM and 4PM eastern time. Y . of \ N\t I)L
e



