Mr. Nat Blfin, Editor, Special ‘rojects 8/13/92
U.8. News

2400 W St., W

Washingon, DC 200%7

Dear Mr, Elfin, .

After reading your 8/17/92 "Spjecial Report" thal takes up virtually the entire cover
with the blaod-red UFK" followed by "The ‘Untgld Stpry of the Warren Commisgsion," I wonder-
ed who could have sired such a fri'ghtén:i.m;ly ugly bastard. You ed.ij' special prgjects, this
gurely is a "special" report, so I assume you. If not, will you please route this to the
man who had se little personal and professional self respect that he would hippodrome his
regurgitathpn oﬁ the ancient and soured cud as "the untold story“;md whose concept of
re_gﬁonsible journalism is to tell your readers that the Warren deport was correct because
its stafl says it was correct and whose personal and professional inéegrity demanded that
no independent authority be consulted,

With no reason to believe that those who would publish such a spectacularly @ dishonest
abandonment of traditional journalistic stgndards could have any interest in a detailed
dommentary on it I do not provide such a commentary. However, I do tell you that you(pl)
lied, distorted, misrepresented and used as your exclusive sources those who failed the
nation in that time of great stress and ever since.

What did you expect them %o say other than that black is white, up is down? Did you
ex,rpect them to condlermn themselves and to boast of their failures? b

Lou (again pl)fvaat your personal and professional reputations on this? Without con-—
cern, without shame?

sy york has never been the pursuit of any assassination whodunit. In my seven books
there is not a single conspiracy theor¥. I have in fact been the not infrequently ceedited
source of stories debunking them in papers you read, including the NY Times and the Wx
Post ang: %buﬁaf’ 5t. l_-.-ouis Post-ligputch.Journalistic indifference to factuality and accx-acy
in my books on the JFK assassination .and its official investigations led to¥ the thrust of
my work, as I am certain your wife's colleague, who lmows it and me very well will tell her
and you, into an indepth BTud,y of the functioning and non-functioning of the basic insti-
tutions of our society in that tine of great stress and ever since. The press in all its
forms is in a society like ours one of these basic institutions. It failed uu then and it
fails us nov in this disgraceful, self-charucterizing "special report.”

So, the whoring press whoring and serious illnesses further limiting what I can do,I
serve the role of making a record for history, whether or not it is ever consulted, as I
bedieve in the future it may well be. énd in this sense I welcome the to me astounding
dishonesty and sycophancy of this "special report" thaf ranges from what would not be
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accepted from a reasonably intelligemfl high—school student to what would make a failure
t;f a college thesis.

What you (pl) evolved and so shamelessly published is so obviously bad and faulted
it is not necessary for me to write W&bout it for those who in the future may be
interested @n how the press function# and mali‘unc*he"guafter its disgruceful failure when
the President was assassinated. iy highlighting will be adequate for those who knowpf
snything at all about the established and unquestionable fuct of the assassination and
its invesntigations.

While there is no reason to believe that those who would vaut their reputations on
80 ;:aay:lwdly terrible an article could have any interest in the truth if not also in
learning how their trust wus imposed upon by their sources, fron this highlighting and
memory that is nol as good at T@ as it once was I am quite prepared to document what I
say herein and for it to be tapfe-recorded.

As an example of iuposed-upon trust, where you say that Bobby Kennedy denied the
Commissibin the use of the autopsg film, you cit'; Arlen Spactar15 memo saying that con-
sideration of this film was essential. I publis]}d that memo yoars ago. along with one
about which either he did not tell you or you suppressed, another of his memos in which,
consistent with his career o-‘ﬁ’ covering hi¥ own ass, he told the Commisgion that Jobby
had mess said that it could have and use anything it needed, including-this.

dnd I also published yeurs ago mu#in facsimile the puge{ of a Warren Uommission
executive session transcript - classified "TQP Secret" by the Commission that lacked any
authority to classify anything - in uhich Hankin told HeCloy that they in fact had
those pictures.(enclosed)

Tou say that at his 1/20/64 meeting with the staff Varren told them that "truth
is our ond¥ client." There were two staff memos on that meeting. Heither says this.

But what nay interest you is that Warron told the staff he took the job hecause if he

did not therc might be "40 million lives" lost, a rather original way of saying there was

no conspiracy, and that Howard Villens omitted this in his bobtailed acoount of that sessione
(also enclosed, The previous page is the second of a phony transeript llankin prepared of

the session Russell forced so he could record his divagrecment with the single-bullet

theory. When < put that along with the &rchives written stistement there is no other
"tra.lisqrrﬁt" Hussell's hdlis he encouraged my work uhtil his dy;ng day, expressing
regret he c:au.ld not do anything ::o help me. )

Truth, alas, vas gf\'ither the Uomis.aioq,‘é client nor yours.

Sincerely, |,

Yo Leofey

daro I d Weisberg



_ \Nllilens, although technically his emplo

M-Ww.wom-wo blackmailing of Bobby Kennady, !Ih -Nuomr““--nwnnwnuﬂnwwn
SSPETIE; Ldevone ta, tovies ohepter o'inds 121 sompletia beck 1
and with evidence relsvant to it and thi iy E-nﬂou-u
In June 1964 Villens drafted the lebters fn yioo tor)toveshing.
actunlly sought to blame Bobby if ita Mu b . Sou el
found unacceptable. The alternative - mﬂ.o!nrsnﬁhwouo“m”»ﬁnn«”

Commission would call Bobby as a witness and bleed him a little more

Bobby was a witness to nothing exocept
ths lunch
Wmnﬂﬂ"« Hill home when his older vn.“urau. was Ewun..in&<wnﬂ-.«oﬂw.-
R g R R L
. ach W '
Deputy Attorney General, sat still for nm_h"unww“_wm.n MMM.MM.. ﬁu
A

© blackmail.)

- Comparing Willens' account of what Wa
Melvin Eisenberg gives bu : rren sald with that of
» book to develop in fulls - oroetion of what it would require

= February 17, 196k
TO: Files
FROM: Melvin A. Eisenberg

SUBJECT: Flrst Staff Conference (January 20, 156k)
On Janusry 20, 1964, Chief Justice Warren met vith the staff. .

After brief introductions, the Chief Justice discussed the n..:.nﬁ._..

stances under which he had accepted the chairmanship of the nﬁ-.noa.
When the position had first been offered to him he declined it,

eu.nwu principle that Supreme Court Justices should not take this

Xind of role. His associate Justices concurred in this decision.

At this point, however, President Johnson ..n-..r._.nn. him. The President

stated that rumors of the most exsgerrsted kind were cireulating in

this country and aeo..un-q. Bome rumors went as u!..-n attributing

the sssassination to a faction within the Covernment wishing to see

the Presidency assumed by President Johnson. Others, if not gquenched,

could nﬂnaize lesd the country into = war vhich could cost

ko Eg lives. No one could refuse to do something vhich might

help to uﬂmd.nan such a possibility. The President n_w.ni,unom. bim |

that this vas en occasion on vhich actual E»«uﬂﬂ.vﬂn to override

general principles. ) . e
The Chief Justice then discussed the role of the Commission.

He placed emphasis on nu.a importance of quenching rusors, and

U.Hmnu..EE u.:d_.mu.a speculation such es that which has -Eq.o:nmnn the

L_,onnw of Lincoln. He emphasized that the Commission had to auaawﬂ:n .

ﬁ..n truth, vhatever that might be. .

2h

Jonuery 21, 1964

Fﬂ.ﬁmﬂmﬂuﬁh FOR THE RECOWD
gfﬁ;ioﬁmﬂﬁ P. Willens
W
Re: Steff meeting of January 20, 1964

On the gbove date menbers of the staff who were on
duty nttonded @ stoff mesting at which the Cbief Justice wen
present, In eddition to the Chief Justice, Mr. Rankin and
pys=1f, the following persons were prescmi: Messrs. Hubert,
pell, Redlich, Stern, Specter, Griffin, D=lin, Shafler,
Figenberg and Clewson. At the beginuing of the meeting the
Chief Jugtico accounted the rzerons why he undertook the job
as Chaiiran of the Cormission. Ile described his fmitial
reluctonce to do this when the Solicitor Generel and ithe
Deputy Attorney Geoersl asked hin to do so. Then he progunted
his conversation with President Johason, which chenged his rizd, -
Hie stated that the President was very concerned regarding the
international repercussions of the assassinotion and called upon
the Chief Justics to help. The Chief Justice stated thet he
{elt under those circumstences he hod no alternative.  lie
statnd thnt the President had instructed him to find out the
whole truth snd nothing but the truth and that is what he
intended to do. ‘

In & December 11, 1972, appearance on publis TV Warren com-
firmed this was his belief, that umless he umdertook this task he
should mot have the world would be imcimerated. Theam omly the
Soviet Union had the capability of launching a nuclear attack on
ths United States.

If this could be believed, what could not be?

For those uncomfortabls with fact, this is the faot as WarTen
gave it. It is also hia sxpression of his motive and there is no
protest from those who served him in thia task. )

This same belief of mature and sophisticated men in the in-
oredible permsates the January 27 transoript. While it may not be
apparent to those who have not made & detalled study of the work of
this Commission, it is the fact. The Commissioners are not merely
bewildered, lost amd fumblimg, as they may sesm to soma. Howsver, =
the words of the transeript are such + understanding these things
is not sssential to understanding what the Commisazion was up to from
ths first, the search for a means of folsting off a preconceived -
conclusion, ths deliberate hiding of what actually happened when -
JPE was killed. ) . . . a

Nor is there thes nesd to take sach and every ocoasion of the
many this transeript provides of their deliberaticn of whitewashing
and compars 1t with thsir record and the evidenoce they suppresssd to
maks comprehensibls what the Commission did. Several illustrations
are snough proof. Doing mors would require a separate long book. -’

Oswald As & Pederal Agent - The Honinvestigation
The resl reason for this executive session is Rankin's need
to involve the members of the Commission in the covering up of what.
he called the dirty rumor it had to do something about. If he had
not he could have been held responsible. By involving the members,
he shifted responsibility from himself. e
Ths "rumor” - and it was more than that - was um.wpp-w!u more
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It vas suggested by one of the Commissioners that it wvould be
bhelpful to Members of the Commission if they each had a page proof of
Chapter I of the proposcd Report ao soon as it 1s obtained from the
Publie Printer for thoir examination. 7Tha Ceneral Councel was
thereupon instructed to make arrangements for delivery of such poge
Proof to each of the Commissioners promptly upon recaipt of the same
from the Public Printer.

A Motion vas mnde, seconded and carried that there be provided
100 copies of the Report and fearings bound in buckram for the
Commissioners to distribute as they may determine and that in addi-
tion 500 copies of just the Report be provided for such distribution.

A Motion wvas made, seconded and carried that leather bound copien

of the Report and Hearings with the names of the proposed recipients

starpod on them in gold be provided for the President and such persons

as he might select, for members of the Kennedy family in accordance
wvith the direction from the White House, and for the Cormissioners.

A Motion vas made, seconded and carried that ope set of the
Report and Bearings with the proposcd recipient's name stamped in gold
be furnished each of the staff members who have been with the Commis-
sion & substantial period of time in the eﬂ.m of the investigation
and preparation of the Report. .

&aﬁggggunsgaswﬂhuﬁﬂn!
domlon's life onded thore was nothing he could have dome. Ho would
¢ seen that this and ouccecding pages are seleotive paraphrases, not
aiin transcriptions. It was in this way that Scnator Ruseell's
tetiong to tho Acport wore sxammed from tha mweor.

i~
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*NIN7 phouchi aftor that cven ot this point,
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EXCERPT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION TRANSCRIPT OF 1/21/6L
e e i o
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i 3 T the Secrei Service 2ad
tmeniries wo ore waking to the FBE and tha Scc

i . ehat. Thac will give
cvoerybody else. g would like you to have waac nac _n

wea = peally dood pictuze along with the cynopsis you have'as to

t : o id Y e
vt we thinlk might be somd furchor guidonco in this further p
turd.

ts that the .._"wn...__. of thing, Scmacer Cooper, that yeu had in

jaine, would that be halpful?

Sen. Coopor. Yos, I know we have o finish the agenda but

thera have boon guections

11111

. tctlov. About Givaction.

Seil. Coower. And in our owm mind, I have onc or two it might

e well to diccuas it.
fir. lieCloy. Lot me ask you zbout this raw material business

¢hai iz hove. What deas it consist ©Ef? Does it nom.ﬁwmﬂ of tha raw

rscerial of the austopoy? They ¢alk about the colored photogrephs
of the Prosidontfs bedy -- do wo hava thosa?

Rankin. Yes, it is part of it, a small part of it.

r.
Mr. Hecloy. Ars they hera?
#r. Ronkin. Yes. But wa don't have the minutes of the

agtopoy, and wo acked for that bacause we wantod to sed what doctor A

said ohout sowcthing while he was saying ik, to see whether it is

mua..“n.r.ﬂna by tha conclusiong in the autopsy and SO forth, and then

va
o have volumes of matericl in which people have purportod to ha

LA ﬂ
=id, or gay to various agonts coriain thiage, they ara nmot sworn,
cuid, oF T ;

Despite later contrary pre—

: Ranidn here explic saying Comxission have "the colored
This is page 35 of fry S 4 the
i s n 4he autopay pictures. This means there was

tha
yhotogazta of the Brestisats .E_l as "evidence" (ace 3. 156). (There is



