1/5/55

Dear Legal Correcpondent, LZ/O/

As a former reporter 1 am uneesy about nroviding wmeslicftad explonatliciy
¢ the eaclosed petitdon ror an en banck reheering before the UeS. court of
appeals, I am sending you and other copies becsuce of whal T Pogayd gs Rany
s7il snd dangerous grocedents and he further reflection of the success of the
administration's repressions of freedom of information. is the lavyers say,
th2 docuient speaks ror itself. 1'm sorry that because of By clrcumstsnces it
bas to be a retyped rough draft and that I an not abls %o iuclude & Sopy of the
aecisicne You can gev it, as I'n sure you know, from the elsrk of the comt and
probebly from the lawysrs indentified in it, meacing the shelopad,

Because of the unusual conditions 1've not discussed this with either of
them but if you'd Iike %o, I have no cbjection.

The IJ/F'BI and Judge John Lewis Smith created a conflict of inberest
beteen my lawyer, Yim Yesar, and me, gnd because of the principles and
precedents, the Nader law group rrproserted Wim and Ferk Lyach, of the ACLU
foundation, represented mee. But only for the filing of the ap-eal and orasl
argunente

% a1 well eware that such petitions are usually rejected bdut I feel strongly
that whnt I sey nust be seid, it only for history. Perhaps fron my backeround,
as the first member of my family +o be born in this eomntry, I feal move stroansly
aboirh ozr‘;‘i‘i).cial sondacliy mnd sny Tailings of the courts. (I'11 be 72, T hope,
in april.

L hope you will find #ime for these 15 Peges and then, if you have any
questions, I'11 be glad to arswse Hhum. I am usually hooe fren dally therapy
for severely inpaired circulation by 10330, but this Thursday, not wnill
sbout 1:30.

“he people I used to know at UPL have all retired. I£ am ths first of s
so—-called critics of the official soludtion to the assassinations of President

Kennedy and Dre “ing but uRlike the others I am not o congplrany theordiss, I've
published seven books, including the first on the subject, and they are still
being used as college texts. My study is of how +ho irstitutions of scelety
worieed ~ or Talied to - in time of great stress and thereafter. The investi-
gatory files exenmption of FOIA was smended in 1974 gver official corruptica in
one 0. the earlier o may several FOIA suits,

Thanks for gnything veu may do.

Sincerely,



