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P
aranoia (or Is It C

onspiracy?) in 
O

ur M
idst 

B
y A

lork fiords 

A
s tim

e p
asses h

isto
ry

 flatten
s, as 

' if p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
ed

' w
ith

 a telesco
p

ic 
le

n
s. U

n
re

la
te

d
 e

v
e
n
ts se

e
m

 to
 

m
erge. A

 netw
ork of connection ex-

tending from
 the T

exas S
chool B

ook 
D

epository in 1963 to the W
atergate 

in 1972 gains plausibility daily; per-
so

n
s an

d
 ag

en
cies ap

p
ear an

d
 reap

-
pear as if the tw

o crim
es w

ere of the 
sam

e o
rd

er, co
m

m
itted

 b
y
 th

e sam
e 

hands and w
hitew

ashed by the sam
e 

confederates —
 J

o
h

n
 C

o
n

n
a

lly
, rid

-
in

g
 in

 th
e
 1

9
6
1
 L

in
c
o
ln

 c
o
n
v
e
rtib

le
 

w
ith

 J
o
h
n

 F
. K

e
n
n
e
d
y
, s

ig
n
a
le

d
 to

 
th

e
 w

in
d
o
w

 a
b
o
v
e
 (C

o
n
n
a
lly

 w
a
s
 

la
te

r in
d
ic

te
d
 fo

r b
rib

e
ry

 a
fte

r 
s
w

itc
h
in

g
 p

a
rty

 a
ffilia

tio
n
 fro

m
 

D
e

m
o

c
ra

t to
 R

e
p

u
b

lic
a

n
), b

ro
u

g
h

t 
d

o
w

n
 th

e
 g

u
n

fire
, a

n
d

 w
a

s e
ve

n
tu

a
lly 

fo
u
n
d
 in

n
o
c
e
n
t b

y
 a

 c
o
m

m
is

s
io

n
 in

-
c
lu

d
in

g
 C

h
ie

f J
u

s
tic

e
 W

a
rre

n
. w

h
o

 
w

a
s a

p
p
o
in

te
d
 to

 th
e
 S

u
p
re

m
e
 C

o
u
rt 

b
y
 P

re
s
id

e
n
t E

is
e
n
h
o
w

e
r o

n
 th

e
 

re
co

m
m

e
n
d
a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
n
-V

ice
 P

re
si-

d
e

n
t N

ix
o

n
, th

u
s
 p

a
v
in

g
 th

e
 w

a
y
 fo

r 
N

ix
o

n
's

 v
ic

to
ry

 o
v
e

r th
e

 W
a

rre
n

 
fo

rc
e
s
 in

 C
a
lifo

rn
ia

, h
is

 s
u
b
s
e
q
u
e
n
t 

w
in

n
in

g
 o

f th
e

 p
re

s
id

e
n

c
y
 p

rio
r to

 
W

a
te

rg
a
te

, a
n
d
 h

is e
ve

n
tu

a
l a

p
p
o
in

t-
m

e
n
t o

f G
e
ra

ld
 F

o
rd

 to
 th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
-

c
y
. F

o
rd

, th
e

n
 re

p
re

s
e

n
ta

tiv
e

 fro
m

 
M

ich
ig

a
n
, w

a
s a

 m
e
m

b
e
r o

f th
e
 W

a
r-

re
n

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

! 

A
 co

n
feren

ce called
 "C

o
n
sp

iracy
 

in A
m

erica" w
as held at U

C
L

A
 upon 

th
e o

ccasio
n
 o

f th
e first an

n
iv

ersary
 

o
f th

e k
illin

g
 o

f six
 m

em
b
ers o

f th
e 

S
ym

bionese L
iberation A

rm
y associ-

ated
 w

ith
 P

atricia H
earst o

f g
o
o
d
 

fam
ily

. S
ev

eral h
u
n
d
red

 p
eo

p
le at- 

ten
d
ed

. M
o
st o

f th
em

 w
ere co

lleg
e 

stu
d
en

ts o
r o

f stu
d
en

t ag
e; m

an
y
 

w
ere o

f g
o
o
d
 fam

ilies, an
d
 th

eir p
o
-

litical direction w
as clearly left. 

T
h

e co
n

sp
iracy

 co
n

feren
ce w

as 
o
n
e o

f sev
eral recen

tly
 assem

b
led

, 
an

d
 it p

ro
m

ised
, in

 C
alifo

rn
ia an

d
 

e
ls

e
w

h
e
r
e
, "

f
o

llo
w

-
u

p
 

m
eetin

g
s . . . attem

p
tin

g
 to

 m
o

b
i-

lize a national m
ovem

ent against the' 

M
ark H

arris is a n
ovelist and 

professor of E
nglish at the U

niversi-
ty of P

ittsburgh. 
T

his article, from
 T

he N
ew

 Y
ork 

T
im

es M
agazine, is distribu

ted by 
N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es Special F
eatures. 

0
1975M

ark H
arris. 

developing police state" in A
m

erica. 
"F

ro
m

 D
allas to

 W
aterg

ate: O
fficial 

V
io

len
ce an

d
 C

o
v

er-u
p

 —
 A

 C
am

-
p

a
ig

n
 fo

r D
e
m

o
c
ra

tic
 F

re
e
d

o
m

s 
C

o
n

feren
ce. F

ilm
s. P

an
els. W

o
rk

-
sh

o
p

s o
n

 A
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
s. In

te
lli-

g
en

ce. C
o

m
m

u
n

ity
/L

ab
o

r R
ep

res-
sio

n
." 

T
he first person I m

et w
as a young 

b
lack

 m
an

 at a tab
le in

 th
e co

rrid
o
r 

collecting signatures for a petition in 
h
is o

w
n
 d

efen
se. H

e h
ad

 b
een

 ac-
cu

sed
 o

f m
u

rd
erin

g
 a p

o
licem

an
. 

S
ince he seem

ed to m
e so sw

eet and 
g
en

tle, I co
u
ld

 n
o
t b

eliev
e h

e h
ad

 
com

m
itted m

urder, and I sig
n

ed
 h

is 
petition. 

In
sid

e th
e au

d
ito

riu
m

, I w
as so

o
n

 
sw

e
p
t u

p
 b

y
 o

ra
to

rs a
n
d
 v

isu
a
l 

d
em

o
n
stratio

n
s em

p
h
asizin

g
 th

e  

them
e that L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald (if he 

w
as involved at all) w

as only one of 
several conspirators in the m

urder of 
John K

ennedy. T
he proof seem

ed to 
lie in the fact that various docum

ents 
sh

o
w

ed
 a d

iscrep
an

cy.  in
 O

sw
ald

's 
h

eig
h

t. O
n

e sp
eak

er said
 th

at "th
e 

W
a
rre

n
 R

e
p
o
rt g

a
v
e
" O

sw
a
ld

's 
height as 5 feet 10 inches. I knew

 O
s-

w
ald

 w
asn

't th
at tall an

d
 I thought 

th
at, if th

e W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt w

ere th
at 

w
rong, perhaps w

e w
ere onto som

e-
thing, after all. 

A
fterw

ards, I n
o

ticed
 in

 th
e W

ar-
ren R

eport that O
sw

ald's height w
as 

S
ee C

O
N

SP
IR

A
C

Y
, E

-4 

given (estim
ated) at 5 feet 10 inches, 

indeed, but not by the authors of the 
re

p
o
rt; ra

th
e
r b

y
 a

 ste
a
m

fitte
r 

nam
ed H

ow
ard L

. B
rennan, w

ho had 
b
e
e
n
 w

a
tc

h
in

g
 th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
tia

l 
m

o
to

rcad
e ro

ll b
y
 so

m
ew

h
ere o

n
 

E
lm

 S
treet, an

d
 w

h
o
 "p

ro
m

p
tly

 to
ld

 
a policem

an that he had seen a slen-
der m

an, about 5 feet 10 inches, in his 
early 30s, take deliberate aim

 from
 a 

sixth-floor corner w
indow

 . . . ." 
M

a
n
y
 o

f th
e
 d

o
c
u
m

e
n
ts o

r 
sp

e
e
c
h
e
s u

p
h
o
ld

in
g
 c

o
n
sp

ira
c
y
 

theory are the results of people hav-
ing read badly or hastily, consciously 
or otherw

ise. B
rennan, w

ho w
as not 

th
e W

arren
 R

ep
o

rt, h
ad

 g
u

essed
 

w
rong as to both inches and years. In 

a p
o

o
r read

in
g

, co
n

sp
iracy

 th
eo

rists 
had failed to distinguish betw

een the 
au

th
o

rs o
f th

e b
o

o
k

 an
d

 a ch
aracter 

in
 it. 
T

he continuing conference on con-
sp

iracy
 is a fo

rm
 o

f ed
u
catio

n
. F

o
r  

th
at reaso

n
, after all, U

C
L

A
 h

o
u
ses 

it. If su
ch

 a co
n
feren

ce is n
o
t th

e 
id

eal d
efin

itio
n

 o
f ed

u
catio

n
 it m

ay
 

b
e tran

sitio
n
al to

 o
n
e th

at is b
etter. 

Its ap
p
eal o

n
 th

e left is d
irected

 to
 

stu
d
en

ts sin
cerely

 d
ev

o
ted

, as far as 
th

ey
 k

n
o
w

, to
 ju

stice an
d
 eq

u
ality

. 
S

in
ce th

ey
 are stu

d
en

ts th
ey

 are in
 

th
e p

ro
cess o

f learn
in

g
, an

d
 a g

reat 
d

eal o
f th

eir cred
u

lity
 m

ay
 tu

rn
 to

 
sk

ep
ticism

 ev
en

 as th
e p

ro
ceed

in
g

s 
advance. 

T
h

e b
etter-p

rep
ared

 th
e stu

d
en

t, 
th

e so
o
n
er h

is o
r h

er sk
ep

ticism
 as-

serts o
r m

an
ifests itself, fo

r th
e'lan

- 
g
u
ag

e an
d
 m

o
d
e o

f th
e th

eo
rists, 

w
h

eth
er left o

r rig
h

t, co
n

stan
tly

 ex
-

p
o
ses itself to

 its o
w

n
 v

acan
cies. In

 
L

o
s A

n
g
eles I m

et stu
d
en

ts at th
e 

luncheon interm
ission w

hose belief in 
conspiracy theory had already dw

in-
dled som

ew
hat during the m

orning. 

B
u

t m
an

y
 o

f th
em

 are n
o

t w
h

o
lly

 
educated, or have not yet achieved a 
lev

el o
f in

tellectu
al sk

ep
ticism

 an
d

, 
fo

r th
is an

d
 o

th
er reaso

n
s, th

ey
 are 

w
illin

g
 b

eliev
ers. O

ften
, th

e y
o

u
n

g
 

m
an

 o
r w

o
m

an
 o

f th
e left feels ex

-
clu

d
ed

, an
g

ry
, d

esp
erate, u

n
ab

le to
 

participate in the decisions of life as 
he or she feels entitled to do, still Stu-
d

en
t, still u

n
d
erlin

g
, still g

rad
ed

 b
y
 

so
m

eo
n
e else, u

n
fairly

 d
en

ied
 th

e 
things he thinks he ought to have, in-
cluding the right to decide the course 
of the w

orld. 
T

he w
orld itself is a conspiracy to 

ig
n

o
re h

im
, d

efam
e h

im
, p

u
t h

im
 

dow
n. U

nder certain circum
stances, 



it he becom
es too troublesom

e (tells 
to

o
 m

an
y
 tru

th
s ab

o
u
t th

eir ro
tten

 
sy

stem
), "th

ey
" w

ill p
u
n
ish

 h
im

, 
fram

e him
, kill him

, dupe him
, put a 

g
u
n
 in

 h
is h

an
d
, g

iv
e h

im
 a p

erch
 to

 
shoot from

, and leave him
 to his fate. 

W
h
o
m

 d
id

 L
ee H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
 

sh
o
o
t, after all, b

u
t a rich

 H
arv

ard
 

so
n
 o

f E
stab

lish
m

en
t? S

o
m

e p
art o

f 
th

e left th
eo

rist fin
d
s id

en
tity

 w
ith

 
O

sw
ald

, w
h
o
 flo

u
n
d
ered

, tried
 R

u
s-

sia, flo
u
n
d
ered

, retu
rn

ed
, so

u
g
h
t 

ex
ile ag

ain
 an

d
 fo

r a m
o
m

en
t w

as 
th

e o
n
e-m

an
 o

ffice o
f th

e N
ew

 O
r-

lean
s ch

ap
ter o

f th
e F

air P
lay

 fo
r 

C
uba C

om
m

ittee. A
nd yet to identify 

too directly w
ith the doom

ed O
sw

ald 
Is to exclude oneself from

 the possi-
bilities of the future. 
' T

h
e
 p

a
ra

d
o
x
 is e

n
ra

g
in

g
, a

n
d
 

w
h
en

 o
n
e's situ

atio
n
 b

eg
in

s to
 b

e-
co

m
e clear o

n
e stru

g
g
les w

ith
 su

-
p
rem

e en
erg

y
 ag

ain
st an

y
 self-rev

e-
latio

n
 w

h
ich

 w
ill v

au
lt o

n
e fro

m
 

certainty to doubt: A
t the U

C
L

A
 con-

sp
iracy

 co
n
feren

ce I w
as stru

ck
 b

y
 

th
e v

o
lu

m
e o

f lau
g
h
ter th

at g
reeted

 
th

e sarcastic sp
ecu

latio
n
 th

at F
id

el 
C

a
stro

 (h
e
ro

) m
a
y
 h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 in

 
leag

u
e w

ith
 th

e D
allas P

o
lice D

e-
p
artm

en
t (v

illain
); o

r, ag
ain

, th
at an

 
a
c
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 le

ft o
n
 a

 p
a
rtic

u
la

r 
o
ccasio

n
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e resem
b
led

 an
 

action of the U
.S

. M
arines. 

, T
h
e p

o
lice, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
is cast 

o
f m

in
d
, are, at th

e co
m

m
an

d
 o

f th
e 

E
stab

lish
m

en
t, o

u
t to

 m
u
rd

er th
e 

young. S
uch theorists can accept this 

because at the base of belief m
ust lie 

the disposition to believe, and m
any 

o
f th

e p
erso

n
s g

ath
ered

 in
 th

e n
am

e 
of the exposure of conspiracy seem

 to 
p
o
ssess th

eir o
w

n
 p

erso
n
al cau

ses, 
co

m
p
lain

ts, fears an
d
 m

en
tal stru

g
-

gles, w
hich they seek to subm

erge in 
the abstract, and so dissolve. 

. I ask
ed

 th
e p

ro
p
rieto

r o
f th

e B
irch

 
S

o
ciety

's A
m

erican
 O

p
in

io
n
 B

o
o
k
 

S
tore in N

orth H
ollyw

ood if his shop 
.carried

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 o

n
 co

n
sp

iracy
. 

H
e rep

lied
, "W

e g
o
t in

fo
rm

atio
n
 o

n
 

conspiracy like you'll never believe." 
T

rue. I co
u
n
t at least 2

2
 A

m
erican

 
O

pinion bookstores in S
outhern C

ali-
fo

rn
ia, an

d
 I u

n
d
erstan

d
 th

at m
o
re 

than 900 exist throughout the nation. 
T

h
ey

 serv
e as th

e p
rin

cip
al g

ath
er-

ing places for conspiracy theorists of 
th

e rig
h
t, an

d
 as cen

ters fo
r th

e d
is- 

t. a
 e

 	
I 0

 	
I 	

fih»s  

an
d
 tap

es. O
f th

e sto
res I h

av
e b

een
 

in
, each

 o
n
e lo

o
k
s lik

e th
e o

th
ers, 

perhaps because they carry identical 
stock. 
' - T

heorists of the right, unlike those 
o
f th

e left, su
p
p
o
rt th

eir lo
cal p

o
lice 

w
h
ile ten

d
in

g
 to

 b
eliev

e th
at th

e 
federal p

o
lice, o

r m
ilitary

 fo
rce, is 

"preparing the w
ay for the end of the 

U
n
ited

 S
tates as a n

atio
n
." In

 H
enry 

K
issinger Soviet A

gent, a book of the 
rig

h
t, w

e are to
ld

 th
at "K

issin
g
er 

an
d
 h

is in
tellectu

al co
lleag

u
es w

an
t 

in
tern

atio
n
al o

rd
er, w

h
ich

 w
o
u
ld

 
co

n
sist o

f W
o
rld

 G
o
v
ern

m
en

t in
 a 

W
orld of D

isarm
am

ent." T
his is bad. 

'It is "a surrender of nationhood." 
T

h
e rig

h
t th

eo
rist b

eliev
es th

at 
.K

ennedy w
as killed by C

om
m

unists. 
'A

 p
am

p
h
let, 

T
he K

illers: A
ssassina- 

tion to O
rder, 

tells u
s th

at alm
o
st 

:every death of a political person dur-
in

g
 th

e last 2
5
 y

ears w
as "p

art o
f a 

d
e
a
d
ly

 o
p
e
ra

tio
n
 m

a
n
a
g
e
d
 w

ith
 

g
re

a
t sk

ill b
y
 th

e
 In

te
rn

a
tio

n
a
l 

'C
o
m

m
u
n
ist C

o
n
sp

iracy
." T

h
e cap

- 
tio

n
 o

f a p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
 sh

o
w

in
g
 R

u
b
y
 

.sh
o
o
tin

g
 O

sw
ald

 at th
e D

allas jail 
.ex

p
lain

s, "C
o
m

m
u
n
ist assassin

 L
ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald w

as silenced by Jack 
R

u
b
y
, a C

astro
ite w

h
o
 d

ied
 in

 1
9
6
9
 

fro
m

 'can
cer.' R

u
b
y
 w

as certain
 th

at 
th

e d
isease h

ad
 b

een
 in

d
u
ced

. In
 

June 1968 S
en. R

obert K
ennedy w

as 
m

u
rd

e
re

d
 b

y
 .S

irh
a
n
 S

irh
a
n
, a

 
C

o
m

m
u
n
ist train

ed
 in

 assassin
atio

n
 

at the Q
ataneh cam

p outside D
am

as-
cu

s." 
A

lan
 S

tan
g
, in

 an
o
th

er p
am

p
h
let, 

A
rthur B

rem
er: T

he C
om

m
unist P

lot 
K

ill G
eorge W

allace, asserts th
ee 

"th
e attem

p
t to

 k
ill G

o
v
. G

eo
rg

e C
. 

W
a
lla

c
e
 w

a
s a

 c
o
n
sp

ira
c
y
 . . . a

 
C

om
m

unist conspiracy. It could w
ell 

involve agents of C
om

m
unist C

hina. 
A

nd the C
entral Intelligence A

gency 
m

ight have had som
ething to do w

ith 
it. H

e
re

 a
re

 th
e
 fa

c
ts. Ju

d
g
e
 fo

r 
y
o
u
rse

lf." B
re

m
e
r w

a
s n

o
 "lo

n
e
 

fan
atic," w

rites S
tan

g
, p

ro
v
id

in
g
 

m
an

y
 statistics relatin

g
 to

 B
rem

er's 
life. S

tang claim
s to have "gone into 

th
e u

n
d
erg

ro
u
n
d
 fo

r th
e facts," al- 

though the facts appear to be nothing 
m

ore than w
hat one m

ay obtain from
 

public record and the new
spapers, as 

C
liffo

rd
 Irv

in
g
 o

b
tain

ed
 th

e facts o
f 

the life of H
ow

ard H
ughes. 

R
eal co

n
sp

iracies h
av

e o
ccu

rred
. 

11.11 	
ill 

, - 
Ir 	

-1 	
c
r.;  ira  cies. C

o
n
sp

iracy
 th

eo
ry

 ex
p
lain

s 
so

m
e th

in
g
s. B

u
t th

e m
o
m

en
tu

m
 o

r 
accid

en
t o

f h
isto

ry
 ex

p
lain

s a g
reat 

m
any m

ore. 
F

o
r A

m
erica th

e g
reat d

an
g
er o

f 
co

n
sp

iracy
 th

eo
ry

 lies in
 its w

eak
 

pow
ers of discrim

ination. T
hus, it is 

easily
 av

ailab
le fo

r w
id

esp
read

 ex
-

p
lo

itatio
n
 o

f an
x
ieties. T

h
e w

o
rst o

f 
the exploitation is not that hucksters 
m

ake m
oney but that conferences on 

co
n
sp

iracy
 sh

all rep
lace ed

u
catio

n
, 

an
d
 o

u
r w

h
o
le p

ast sh
all b

e w
arp

ed
 

an
d
 d

en
ied

. N
o
b
o
d
y
 w

ill rem
em

b
er 

that w
e are in significant w

ays a free 

F p eople. In
d
eed

, w
e are th

reaten
ed

 
es, in m

y opinion, by conscious con-
sp

irato
rs th

an
 b

y
 th

o
se d

efects o
f 

b
o
th

 ed
u
catio

n
 an

d
 m

ed
ia w

h
ich

 
m

ake conspiracy theories possible in 
th

e first p
lace. 

T
h
e ex

p
lo

itatio
n
 o

f p
aran

o
ia is 

easy enough. It'is an old political and 
oratorical trick, and anyone can do it 
w

h
o
se o

b
jectiv

es are su
fficien

tly
 

self-serv
in

g
. O

rato
rs o

f co
n
sp

iracy
 

are elo
q
u
en

t. W
h
y
 n

o
t? T

h
ey

 are 
u
n
restrain

ed
 b

y
 d

o
u
b
ts, h

esitatio
n
s 

o
r th

e ab
sen

ce o
f facts. T

h
ey

 h
av

e 
settled

 u
p
o
n
 th

eir th
eo

ries. T
h
ey

 in
-

tend to qualify nothing, retract noth-
in

g
, am

en
d
 n

o
th

in
g
. T

h
ey

 ch
arg

e 
guilt by association by m

eans of con-
n
e
c
tio

n
s fro

m
 p

e
rso

n
 to

 p
e
rso

n
, 

th
o
u
g
h
 th

e co
n
n
ectio

n
s m

ay
 b

e ir-
relev

an
t ev

en
 if tru

e. T
h
ey

 are m
as-

ters of tw
isted definitions build into 

th
eir g

ram
m

ar an
d
 certain

 to
 co

n
-

n
ect w

ith
 th

e read
y
-m

ad
e assu

m
p
-

tions of their listeners. 

T
h
e lan

g
u
ag

e an
d
 literatu

re o
f 

conspiracy theory, left and right, is a 
nightm

are of logical fallacy. "S
w

orn 
testim

o
n
y
" is n

o
t n

ecessarily
 tru

e 
testim

ony. A
n article in the C

ongres-
sional R

ecord is not necessarily true. 
A

n
 "id

en
tificatio

n
" o

f so
m

eo
n
e b

y
 

som
eone else is not necessarily accu-

rate —
 even if the "identification" is 

m
ad

e b
y
 su

ch
 a g

ran
d
-so

u
n
d
in

g
 

intelligence as "the Internal S
ecurity 

S
u
b
co

m
m

ittee o
f th

e S
en

ate o
f th

e 
U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s." H
e
a
rsa

y
 is n

o
t 

n
ecessarily

 tru
e. S

arcasm
 is p

o
o
r 

arg
u
m

en
t. N

am
e-callin

g
 

is 
poor 

arg
u
m

en
t. C

h
aracterizatio

n
 is p

o
o
r 

arg
u
m

en
t. 

N
o person exists nam

ed the E
stab-

lieh
m

en
t, in

. far ex
am

p
le, 

"T
he 
h
e
 E

stablishm
ent believes." N

o persons 
exist nam

ed T
hey, as in "T

hey w
on't 

let th
e tru

th
 co

m
e o

u
t." F

o
r th

e co
l-

lege generation, suspended betw
een 

childhood, ". . . T
hey are system

ati-
cally destroying the evidence." 

In adulthood, the yearning to hear 
the truth is all the M

ore affecting in 
v
iew

 o
f th

e d
ifficu

lties o
f tellin

g
 it. 

T
ruth is not specific and definite, like 

T
he G

uinness B
ook of W

orld R
ecords 

—
 an extrem

ely popular book am
ong 

co
lleg

e stu
d
en

ts; as a m
atter o

f fact 
th

e tru
th

 m
ay

 b
e d

u
ll, co

m
p
licated

 
an

d
 sh

red
d
ed

 w
ith

 q
u
alificatio

n
s, 

m
o
re

 lik
e
 th

e
 slo

w
 ro

u
n
d
a
b
o
u
t 

equivocations of older professors. It 
is n

o
t su

rp
risin

g
, th

erefo
re, th

at th
e 

p
u
b
lic lectu

res stu
d
en

ts atten
d
, th

e 
b
o
o
k
s th

ey
 o

p
tio

n
ally

 read
 an

d
 th

e 
m

edia they consum
e tend to be those 

w
hich deliver, above all, straight an-

sw
ers in a positive sound. M

ind and 
body yearn to hear it from

 the inside, 
fro

m
 so

m
eo

n
e w

h
o
 w

as th
ere w

h
o
 

can therefore, presum
ably, tell it like 

it w
as. 

It is not surprising that John D
ean 

w
as the speaker m

ost in dem
and on 

th
e u

n
iv

ersity
 lectu

re cirtu
it d

u
rin

g
 

th
e recen

t seaso
n
.' C

lo
se b

eh
in

d
 

D
ean, according to the C

hronicle of 
H

igher E
ducation, 

co
m

e th
o
se w

h
o
 

d
eal w

ith
 th

e cccu
lt an

d
 w

itch
craft, 

ex
trasen

so
ry

 p
ercep

tio
n
, m

ag
ic, 

U
F

O
s, se

lf-d
e
fe

n
se

, sc
ie

n
c
e
 

fictio
n
 . . . T

h
e u

n
iv

ersity
 lectu

re 
series is a form

 of popular entertain-
m

en
t, w

h
o
se sp

o
k
esm

en
 n

o
w

 an
d
 

then piously condem
n reckless con-

sp
iracy

 th
eo

ry
 ev

en
 w

h
ile th

ey
 su

p
-

port those tendencies that feed it. 
In

 a g
reat d

eal o
f p

o
p
u
lar d

ram
a, 

especially on television, the line be-
tw

een fiction and non-fiction is badly 
blurred, if not erased; new

s is m
ade 

d
ram

atic an
d
 ex

citin
g
, d

ram
a Is 

m
ade to sound true, authentic, factu-

al. N
ew

s and dram
a alike focus upon 

individuals, seldom
 upon com

plicat-
ed

 fo
rces o

r p
ro

cesses. ft is, th
ere-

fo
re, n

atu
ral th

at y
o
u
n
g
 p

eo
p
le an

d
 

o
th

ers w
h
o
se ex

p
erien

ce is lim
ited

 
inevitably interpret events as the re-
su

it o
f th

e actio
n
s o

f p
o
w

erfu
l in

d
i-

viduals. A
lm

ost every crisis of tele-
v
isio

n
 d

ram
a is reso

lv
ed

 b
y
 g

u
n
fire 

or other violence, and every crisis of 
diplom

acy is resolved by the m
eeting 



som
ew

h
ere of p

ow
erfu

l p
erson

s p
ri-

vately talk
in

g. T
h

e H
ollyw

ood
 star 

system
 p

revails. T
h

e p
rocesses of so-

cial accom
m

od
ation

 w
ere n

ever so 
m

eticulouslY
 described as in the m

o-
tio

n
 p

ictu
re "

T
h

e G
o

d
fa

th
er,"

 in
 

w
h

ich
 d

ea
th

 sen
ten

ces a
re p

ro
-

n
ou

n
ced

 b
y "

som
eb

od
y, som

ew
h

ere, 
in

 som
e sm

ok
e-filled

 b
ack

 room
,"

 
ju

st as th
e' con

sp
iracy th

eorists say 
th

ey are. 
C

olleges an
d

 u
n

iversities, p
artly 

u
n

d
er th

eir ow
n

 fin
an

cial p
ressu

res, 
p

a
rtly

 in
 th

e sp
irit o

f d
em

o
cra

tic 
p

articip
ation

, in
creasin

gly view
 th

e 
stu

d
en

t as a cu
stom

er an
d

 give h
im

 
"

w
h

at h
e w

an
ts,"

 w
h

ich
 is lik

ely to 
b

e an
 easier, sim

p
ler in

terp
retation

 
of even

ts —
 an

d
 a b

etter grad
e for 

m
asterin

g less. B
u

t th
e b

est d
efen

se 
again

st a p
aran

oid
 citizen

ry m
ay b

e 
a sound education in the gram

m
ar of 

th
ose d

iscip
lin

es w
h

ich
 fortify th

e 
m

ind against trickery. 

T
h

e trou
b

le w
ith

 th
e m

in
d

 of th
e 

con
sp

iracy th
eorist left or righ

t is its 
inability to carry m

ore than one idea 
at on

ce. It ask
s law

s or p
rin

cip
les 

govern
in

g all even
ts, as if h

u
m

an
 af-

fairs w
ere m

otion
s of d

u
m

b
 b

od
ies, 

b
u

t it ign
ores th

e on
e law

 th
at m

igh
t 

serve —
 th

e id
ea th

at som
e th

in
gs 

m
igh

t b
e tru

e u
p

on
 som

e occasion
s 

an
d

 n
ot u

p
on

 oth
er occasion

s. F
or 

exam
p

le, alth
ou

gh
 W

atergate w
as 

clearly a "
con

sp
iracy"

 to d
efrau

d
 

m
an

y citizen
s, th

e m
u

rd
er of Joh

n
 

K
ennedy m

ay have been the dem
ent- 

ed act of one person. 
A

bove all, it ignores the possibility 
of that m

ixture of accident and inten-
tion

 th
at Is fin

ally p
rocess. W

e are 
p

rocess. W
e are com

p
lexity. W

e are 
the products of our m

inds, singly and 
collectively. 

U
nable to endure slow

 m
otion, the 

m
in

d
 of th

e con
sp

iracy th
eorist is 

lik
ew

ise u
n

ab
le to en

d
u

re u
n

certain
-

ty. W
e m

ay n
ever k

n
ow

 m
ore th

an
 

w
e k

n
o
w

 n
o
w

 o
f th

e tru
th

 o
f o

u
r 

several m
ajor p

olitical assassin
a-

tions. W
e m

ay know
 all that exists to 

be know
n, or w

e m
ay b

e in
 th

e p
res-

ence of a m
ystery: N

ot all crim
es are 

solved, as they are on television. 

F
in

ally, it sh
ou

ld
 b

e said
 th

at, d
e-

sp
ite th

e p
itfa

lls h
e lea

d
s u

s in
to

, 
d

esp
ite th

e d
an

gers, or sim
p

le d
is-

co
m

fo
rt, th

e co
n

sp
ira

cy
 th

eo
rist 

seem
s to u

n
d

erstan
d

 least h
is ow

n
 

im
p

ortan
ce. T

h
e p

aran
oid

 con
trib

u
-

tion
 to d

ecision
 m

u
st alw

ays h
ave 

b
een

 great, in
tegral to p

rocess, 
a 

noise and a clam
or keeping law

m
ak-

ers from
 slu

m
b

erin
g in

 tow
n

 h
alls 

a
n

d
 C

o
n

g
ress, a

s ch
ild

ren
 sh

a
p

e 
th

eir p
aren

ts, or as stu
d

en
ts stop

p
ed

 
th

e w
a
r in

 V
ietn

a
m

. T
h

e h
ea

t o
f 

p
a
ra

n
o
id

 in
stin

cts o
r in

tu
itio

n
s 

w
arm

s the law
 w

ith hum
an concern. 


