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My viewpoint in writing this book is that of a prosecutor who 
is convinced of the guilt of the accused but must present a 

case to the jury and be challenged by an extremely powerful 
defense—I write as an advocate for the prosecution. In other words, 
1 state clearly up front where I am coming from and what I believe. 
This is not new: 

I want a man to begin with the conclusion....I look for good solid rea-
sons from the start, which will instruct me in how to sustain their 
attack. 

—Michel de Montaigne (1533-1592) 

So, as you read, my bias will show through just as that of a trial law-
yer when he is presenting his case in the courtroom. However—and 
this is very important—in instances of evidence that are key to 
reaching major conclusions, I will present counter-arguments that I can 
conceive would be mounted by the lawyer for the defense; included will 
be the main arguments of Gerald Posner, which I shall rebut. 

Posner, the author of the highly advertised book Case Closed, is 
a very smart lawyer. He spent two years working on his case for the 
defense of the lone-assassin hypothesis. By publishing his book, he 
provided me with what I thought would be the perfect adversary. I 
welcomed it. But it turned out that he was an opponent who had 
not done his homework, thus compelling me to develop even 
stronger counter-arguments to my case than did Posner. 

A method of writing that I will employ is to start the book with 
a broad brush; that is, to give a picture as simplified as I can of the 
concept of the crime before plunging into the complexities that must 
follow. This method will be used for the book as a whole, and for 
each chapter. I believe the reader will appreciate that there is a con-
stant struggle, in absorbing this vastly complicated material, to 
separate the forest from the trees. An account describing the forest 
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