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Zhaw's atrtopleys for information onLiqrmer Special Agent ,  
Fred •M. YlIrson, Jr., forwarded the. request of ono e-fvplay L. 

William Wi.fTurner, as Turner may be.a witness at Shawls 

Ry letter of 1/16/63 Assistant Attorney General 

pending trial. Turner is the celfLcentered, embittered 
individual who•hcs made frequent scurrilous attacks tawsn the 11.1::„ 
Director and the Bureau since his •dfsmissal from thefEII  
In recent weeks Turner has been closelr associated pith,;

• 	

New Crlcans District Attorney James C. Garrison. 

The attorney, Edward KtWegmr.nn of m? Orleanc, advised 
the case of Louisiana vs. Shaw will be tried on or about 
February 13, 1963. Wegmann inquired whether Turner resigned 
from the FCI or was discharged and whether he ever was a member  
of the White Mouse Secret Service Detail. Mr. Vinson speculates 

• that if Turtier appears as a witness he may be used in an attcoupt o• • 	
to discredit the Kennedy assassinatjqn investigation conducted 
by the 28L and other Government agoncios. 

Ordinarily, in answering en inquiry from a non-Federal-
Government source concerning a former employee, we supply  
minimum information, including dates of employments  position, 
ands  if appropriate, that his services wore terminated. Within'::- 
the. past year we have bad two inquiries from Federal Government__ 
sources concerning Turner and we have cnswered them in much 
greater detail than usual. One was from the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) in March, 1967, after a "Ramparts" magazine article 
had appeared concerning CIA subsidizing of various fronts or-, - 
foundations. Turner, a member of the "Ramparts" magazine staff,-, 
had called at the Asia Foundation in San Francisco attempting 
to sedure information concerning the source of the FOundctioes" 
funds4and CIA then filed a service record inquiry with us; 
concerning him. In September, 1967, the National Securi 
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Agency made a service record inquiry. There two 
inquiries itire answered much mere fully than usual, as • 
indicated above. 	. 

Th4ugh the current luqlirer, Attorney TA:grArtnns  Is  
ne veils.: a Federal Government a.-uncy, his inquiry has been 
trrrabitted to us through the P.partment. Because of this and 
bemuse of the unique nature of tfiis particular inquiry, it is 
fc't we should furnish a concit memeran4um to the Department 

ti 	setting forth brief facts as to Turner's FDI employment and 
dismissal ard his efforts to obtain reinstatement in the 
This information has been prepared by the Administrative  
Division in this particular matter. It is felt that in 
furnishinethis information to tar- Department, we dilaUld 

- Vdint out-to the Department that it. must be the Department's 
decision as to whether any or all of this:Information 
concerning-Turner should be given to Mr. Wegmann.,..:1..... 

Our files contain no information indicating.wbether 
Turner was over a member of the White House Secret Service Detail. 
This information could be obtained by the Department through a •! 
check with the Secret Service or by the Department referring 
Mr. 7egmann to the Secret Service. 

ACTION: 
.• • 

Attached for approval is a letter to Assistant 
Attorney General Vinson transmitting to him a concise summary 
of Turner's employment, dismissal and. efforts to obtain 
reinstatement in the FRI. We are Informing Mr. Vinson that 
it must be the Department's decision as to whether any or all 
of this information is to be given to Mr. Wegmann by the 
Department. 
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