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Tu“(lng with former FBI Agent W'Illam _Turne;

X

The FBl is playing lls c 0Iog|c‘

o EARL OFMI .
Tha recent publication of the Medra 5 #Eig S .;: .
FBI documents has again brought - A : A b - ; S
the FBI to the forefront of national P a2 T it s
attention. The documents. provide | i i ur : . :
the public with an in depth view of | Page 3

the inside operations of the agency. |
g | -(The Free Press will continue its puhlucation of: the Media Penn lvama

For the Jast hall_cuskury, s £8t o S"Bl document cntl&ction next weak) 1 : .4
with the collusion-iof presidents, ' : : :

goverment_officials, ‘the congress, |
and the courts, has successfully
_prevented any oufside scrutinization

of its activities..This has insured the -
growth.of an hnp@nab!a mysthﬂe

about the agency. = - . :
- No longer is' thns anhra!y the case i

~

<

the fiction from.the fact about the . That was 11 years 'ago. lt's on!y_

FBI‘s opqg;a ( =ven the most cur- | - “been within the last two years that

‘sory _reading -of the documents . anyone has begun tq sericusly look

_reveals the FBF not as the principled 3 =at the FBI and see what Hoover has

- guardian_of the public welfare but | _ created. | had the, feellng when | was
- rather as-a petty, paranoid, racist ] A“#ﬂh the bureau  that it .was fast -

organization headed by a. medleval-
mmded bumrat i 7
‘The -documents show that _the
FBI's prime’ concern still r;mams
_ with _catching - communists_ rather
_than eriminals. Fully 40 per cent of

" becoming a\natIOnai police.

- EO: In the ten years thatl you were.

- an.agent was there any other kind of

_rank and-file discontent expressed?.
“.WT: Many were concerned: about -

Hoomr's actions. They wanted him

the documents involve political sur- | 4 ‘to retire and.they welcomed an
. veillance and investigation of ? ‘organizational shake-up .within the
" movement groups' and individuals; ¢ bureaus administration. But no one’; ‘some information he would drag his,
- while 14 per cent. of the documents ,,-_ ever . . seriously - considered | feet and generally show his uUncon-|
‘Involve draft resistance and deser- challengmg Hoover; llke t did. They | 1 .cém. Under Hoover the FBI hasr
tion.. Flounding out the figures are . felt it completely hopeless to level | really never gone after organized
‘ petty crimes such as interstate then _ any criticism. A lot of them were] crime. Their main preaccupation has,
gambimg. robbery, etc. - : " pretty " right wing' in their -outiook, | been with petty criminais while. at
“With the main - focus  being on - - while others -were " considered .~ 'the same time greatly. exaggeratmg
_petty crime and- political activism, - .moderate.. . . i _the lnternal secumy threat.
it's nob surprising that only 1 per ° - THere . were actual{y; _
“cent’ of  the._documents deal with"" dvsagreements during the McCarthy T !
orgamzed ‘crime. - - i era among' the agents over McCar-; e - ; i
_To better. understand the FBI‘ ; _ thy’s tactics. However, there wasn't’ :
bacicground; _operations, ‘and - the . any on the' part of Hoover. A former
- Media documents, 1 spoke with for- | Justice- Dept. official; Bill. Hundley :
mer agent William Turner.’ Active . _summed up Hoover's amtude and -
with the FBI from 1951 to 1961, Tur-_ " how it dominates. the bureau in a.
ner has authored an important book, . paper delivered last Fall at ‘the Prin- |

« ceton conferenc He 'said -that in
‘the, early 19505, ‘when < he: was:
prosecuting under the Smith Act, if:
he asked an-agent to cover a lead or |

I ' = . get a piece of information on a:

Eq What pmnmwd you ra begm | radical political. flgure, -they would

Hoover's. FBl. which presents 4, |
_ detasled loalc at the internal affairs of.

- your protest within the FBI?. * have an answer on your desk within
. “.WT: When Bobby Kennedy took_ _ hours even if it meant gomg clear_;
eﬁice as Attomey General; |-started across the country. 3 1
' a‘palace' revolt. ¥ began ‘writing,’ ‘When Bobby | Kennedy came in,
oongress asking for an'investigation | Hundley - transferred over 1o the
_of the bureau.-As a result certain of- organized crime section. The at-
chala bagan o' note" that'the FBI. titude of agents who.worked with'
“ had “never been scrutinized by that section was totally different.

anybody: the congress or Attomey When he asked an agent to gather



__EO: | understand ;har it J'; pfar- I

f rlcufarfy good at blowing up-. its:

- arrest figures around congmss:dna! ;
appropnauoq_rmw? e i 4

-+ “WT: The bureau is certamly vastly

- overmrated. The who]e thing about the

". top ten fugitive list is just'a distrag-.
tion. For years tha people’ who were |
raprssanted on- thal list were really:-
human tumbleweeds Petty robbers,
a few murderers, :unlawful flight |
fugitives. Today' it has been expan-,
‘ded to 15 or 16 and most of them on |

" there atethmInaﬂtnalﬁme

. Hoover did nothing abou! m’ganized |

" crime. - R

LR 2 i Whydoyoumin* Hr.-t'.w\erl
'hasn't gone after ommﬂz%cr&ne? |
- WT: He wouldn't: get the convic—'
tlona. the. publicity, ‘or the prestige::|

! There are also certain ties which can.

" be pointed too. For example, Meyer-

.. Lasky and Jake. Lasky: in Florida

- Former FBI agent Wl!llam Tumer_ :

used to own a gambﬁng ‘casino. in _
Havana.. A .New York crlme Lin-
vesugahon report notad that one of .
 the visitors. to the casi
friend of Meyar Lasli;y
Hosenstall >

Hme
_ manwho sat up:the.r mgarl-lﬁover i
- foundation, * bought " thousands -of '
copies of Hoover's book; Masters of _.
Deceit, and Overstreet's book, The 2
FBI and our Open -Society. and |
donated them to libraries. Hart. who
is also ane of Hoover's close friends,
‘is now pfesldbnt of the Bevarty Hu!ls
National Bank. - -
Hoover's circle of friands aiso
takes in Clint Murchison.. the multi-

" photos by Earl Ofari

._obsession with keap(ng the agency’ s

rniIl:onaira Texas oil -man. When
Hoover goes on his yearly visit ta the
- Del Mar race track he stays at the

. Del ‘Char Hotel. and his biils are

-picked 'Up by the Delhi-Taylor Qil
- Ca., Atlantic Insurance Co., or one of -
. the other Murchison owned proper- |
. fies. It's fairly common for all of '
- those mentioned to come down and
" join Hoover. | .-

EO; What abouf H!ghf w!ng

" '_brganrzing within the FBI? -

WT: This has somewhat ‘ been |

: dlscouraged ‘A few years .ago.

" Hoover-put out a directive that any .
* agent who joined the Birch society™
- ‘would be arrested.. This ‘was really '
~'just a Hoover tybe _public relahuns
gambit, because he’s a state of mind_
Bircher himself. But he has this’ great

£

' imdge clean, '

WT: When I was with the bureau
there were ‘none. A few. black em-
_ployees were’ QIVEI‘I the nominal title

< of ‘agent.” One worked in Hoover's

- office ‘as a cleanar another s&med

" as his chauffeur. ln LA there were.

two " or ‘thrée other: blacks in ‘the
- same * position. These’ guys ‘were:

~_given the simplest case loads. whelre

" you never get in a ounroom

EO The poﬂcy o! bfack exzc!m:on }
was subltle rather fhan afficial? .

‘WT: Even among the clencal em-
ployees there were no blacks. :

EQ: Has there been any .real

. change in that 'po!:cy in recent

.. years?
WT: Not real!y Ebony rnagazu'ae

- asked Hoover about the number of

"black agents and he; fold them- six

. which he proceeded o :name. The
omctal figure is now_ﬂa ol 1 per
cent E

< EQ: How are rhey u,sed? :
WT: Much of therr ‘work is- in the

b!ack community in a variety of ro les

rangmg from - wwet!lance to in- —_

; *tal[lgence ga[henng i et

“There_ is, a new caiegory now- -
dasngnated .as: “racial. jnformant -
Tghetto,” The problem wlth “infor-. .

. mants is that they're ‘not on- your
" payroll except on. a* cash and
““delivery basis. They- h&\mﬂi gone
e thmugh ‘your training school;, they're -
" really free-lancers. So naturally they '

_are prone to fabncale. ‘The more in-.
- formation " they come up with the

_'more money they receive.

- EO: How mdespraad is the m!orb
manf syslem‘-‘
It's been bu:lt up tremen- -




: dous!y within-the last decage.
- EQ: What kind of corporats
are there to'the FB!? 2
---WT: Catha Dal.ogchr_#@ the
ber two. m_arg.undsr Hoaover..
L the bureau’ Iraf_aonmanwﬂh.(:apnol
Hill the: s, numbgr one
Wb;‘gﬁ“;ge n?:came Aead: of
- the crime reco

"'The top officlals have bee hlhere
many years. They didn't gain’
like  other -government - agancias
through po!ﬂica[ and carporate
manipulations?
- EO: Is it pr&cuce for ‘cor-
“porations  to dana!e !unds to me N
AFBIZTNE B ;
WT The Ex—agents sociaty gets
'somg funds’ from diverse’ sources. ¥
Their _influence 'is' extremely g:eat
Ex-agents hold a large number of im-
portant: positions. wlthm the. cor---
. porate _ structure. .Within the legal
. structure “there’ “are federal judges
.and. oﬂlcaals m the Justrce Depart-
ment. £ el
For example the A!tomey General

of Callforma and Sheriff Pitchess in

LA are both former FBi ‘agents..
Inpthe _military. there is- Brigadier
:Ganaral ‘Carroll .and’’ promu‘lent
members of the Defense !ntemgence
rare ex-agenta( 'This

> information

reporfs If aperson s name. continues

. to crop up.in oonnect:on with dif-
- ferent movemem actwmes ‘then |

they’ll probabry Dpen a flle_ on them :
- and  actively |nvesllgate‘_ through 3

‘credit checks. '
checks. etc.. = :
EO: Sa_those ﬁfes aren't faﬂng
_there - dormant.= They,re ,ecwah'y
: working on them aH me :fme?

""agenta Everybody n_' ths rncwemnl
thinks that they're. being - tapped
bugged or followed, but it's: |ust im—

' .possible from the standpoint of man-.
_power for them to do this.:

EO: What- do- you . kmw abouf

Qoerar:on Draqne!"

. from _informants .

o lhe ABM

¥

wr The FBI doesnt call it tha:
They call it the DetCom (Detention -
of Communists) program and- they
have what they call a security index.-
‘It you're on the index you're due to .
_ be rounded’ up if tha progcam:s im-- .
plemented £
-.Nobody except Hoovar and the At~ ;
tomey General really knows how
' many thousands of people are on
~ there. When the word is flashed in
 the bureau, then the agents with the
. aid of. local police would go around
" with the arrest warrants which are
‘already prepared ‘and sealed in
~Washington. D.C., to pick up the :
" people. The society of ex-agents-has
"also: been authorized to deputize
some of its members to assist. . -
- EO:r Who determines when n
muld be :mplemenfed? A
WT: The program was concewed 2]
under the "McCarran Act by the .-
~ Justice Dept. with the bureau as the
enforcer.” Now the bureau deter-"
- mines who goes on the security in-
"dex and the Justice Dept srmply rub- .
berstamps ' B
EO: The Media files showed rhe :
exrenr of FBI surveillance ... .-
"~ WT: The FBI is playing a game of -
psychological warfare. The Media' "
daocuments contain instructions from
‘the agents in charge of those in the *
~figld" saying we have to keep inter-
viewing. - investigating. and- “stay -
-Visible. “The goal is to exploit” the -
paranoia in radical circles to make
them think there is an agent behlnd
every mailbox. 3
EO: Have you tied the F:‘E?.‘r mro :
yaur new book. Power on the Right?
+ WT: The American Security Coun- 5
c:l is a private organization that star-
ted in Chicago under Colonel
‘McCormick .of the Chicago Tribune -
‘and General. Wood of Sears -
‘Roebuck. They started this . mid-
sindustrial library which is stnclly a4
" blacklisting cotlection of files. They
“get former FBI agents’to run it for -

- them.” They've now got - something .|

‘like six million index cards and have
gone into propagandizing and: lob- .
-bying. For instance, they labelled ali -
thase senators who voted agamst




operation in South América called |

SIS to trap Nazi-agents. After ‘the
“war, Hoover wanted to take over all
overseas intelligence. Truman rejec- |
-ted the proposal and established the.
CIA. Since then a rivalry has
developed between the two agen-
cies.- The CIA meanwhile has in-
creased its domestic operations
while the FBI has sent more “legal |
' attaches™ to American embassies in_
foreign countries, ~ building up a
foreign intelligence apparatus.

EO: What specific things are they
doing in the area of damesnc {n-
telligence?

WT: Electronic survelll_ance has
been = greatly expanded. In
Washington. all monitoring is done
from the old -post office building:
where the FBI has a field office..
Hoover claims there are only 50
electronic. installations nationwide.
- but it:was discovered that there are
450 ‘special service lines' coming in
from all over Washington. D.C..

i

" alone to the post office buildingA

source at the Chesapeake &

Potémac phone company said that -
they could only be used. for one :
thing. 'Hoaver "has tried "to rebut -
. these disclosures. He used the ap-
propnat;ons hearing last year for

th:s

rts foreign operanons? :

"WT: Foreign “legal. auéches
ser_ve' a definite function. In IM&X_ICO
City. -10 years ago. there were 40
agents .ali of them designated ‘legal

attaches.” Those 40 agents weré run- =
‘ning- a’ nationwide-network of nfor-
mants throughout Mexico. It was a .-

little FBI modeled on the same struc-

~EO: You say the FBI has mcreased i

ture as here. , . !
-There are now ‘legal attaches ln :
countries in- Asia. Africa. and Latin *
America. They are very interested in
the Third World. In New Delhi, India. -,
they have. an active operation. Of
course, they have always maintained

- the “attache” system- in places like

Rome, Beﬂin. London, Pans and ’

Tokyo.

EO: -Does rhe FBJ brlng rore.vgn

. agents in and lram rhem at rhelr
‘academy? -

©. WT: They bnng I’oreugn pollce in -
for tratmng Most of the foreign in- -

telligence agents here are probabry :
_ brought in.by the CIA. @t .0 5
- EO: What abaur omer FBl_n_

oparauons’?

“WT: Well, the. FBI now has ‘the
-National Crime - Computerization
* Centér with 1.400. police agencies
..around the .country and the Royal -

Canadian Mounted Police tied. into -
it. This i$ supposed to increase in-

" vestigative . efficiency. However,
“what their intent is and what they =~ '

become ‘could . be two drfferent- e
thlngs. :
For example, in the early 1950's.

. the LA. and the Detroit police force

5"..set up the Law Enforcement In-

¢ telhgence Union to exchange infora

- mation on. organized: crime. When -
Reddin became LA's police chief

he stated that civil insurrection and
urban violence were the main threats

“to the nation's security and therefora

“was _necessary, for the LEIU to

i

move.. it <intalligence . gathering .. -
agarnst pomacal groups So. Jt was o
< transformed fntd a political ' pollce

There'is every reason to suppose .

_ that the FBI's crime computanzauon
. center could go.the same way.

......

EO:Is the FBI the only imernas s~
vesngauve and Jnfemgence agemy i

. in the US"

WT: I think the rsdsquads of local .
police agencies are rapidiy fillirig the -
function. of national agencies. It's
nothing today for members of the ..

- Chicago red squad to fly out- to

Berkeley to check on persons-at -

demonstrations. There is a con-

¢ tanuous exchange of antormatxon bet-

ween each of these agencies.-:

EO: Have ynu tried to organize any. 3
counter group of concerned FB! St

agents or former agents?

WT: There are a few former agents
 like Robert Wall who recently wrote
- an article in the New York Review

critical . of the bureau. and- Jack

. Shaw who has voiced criticisms. But

there has been no real move to form S
“.any opposing organization. It would
: really be a small group. A lot .of
agents hate Hoover. but they wont i

say it in publ:c

MEw e
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