
R
ow

land E
vans and R

obert N
ovak 

T
he .C

IA
's A

dm
iral 

C
auitic corridor gossip criticizing 

C
IA

 D
irector. Stansfield ,T

urner for 
signing even routine m

em
oranda as 

"A
dm

iral" finally w
rought a change' 

H
e no longer signs that w

ay. 
U

nfortunately, the change is only 
cosm

etic. T
urner, one of the N

avy's 
brightest stars *he w

as shanghaied by 
P

resid
en

t C
arter to ru

n
 th

e- b
elea-

guered C
entral' Intelligence A

gency, 
perceives his C

IA
 job as a w

ay-station to 
greater m

ilitary glory. 
B

oth friends and: non-friends of the 
brainy, barrel-chested adm

iral are con 
vin

ced
 th

at T
u

rn
er got a d

eal from
 

Jim
m

y C
arter. H

e is believed to have 
told his form

er A
nnapolis classm

ate; I 
don't' w

ant the C
IA

 .job; ;1 w
ant to be 

C
hief of N

aval O
perations or 'chairm

an 
of the Joint C

hiefs of Staff.,B
ut C

arter, 
sm

arting' from
 the' collapse of his first 

C
IA

 choice of law
yer-politician T

ed So-
rensen, w

ould not take no for an answ
er. 

So, the President gave T
urner the job 

. w
ithout requiring him

 to resign his 
• naval com

m
ission, w

ith the im
plict un-

derstanding of a ,future high-level Pen-
tagon post. O

nce again, the w
eakened 

C
IA

, badly needing a strong director 

over-the long run, is back in the hands 
of a short-term

 caretaker. 
T

he real interests of this nation's in-
telligence com

m
unity, costing billions 

of dollars every year, w
ere sacrificed to 

th
e n

eed
s of th

e m
an

 in
  th

e W
h

ite 
H

ouse to quickly nam
e a w

idely ac-
ceptable director after the Sorensen 
fiasco. P

resident F
ord also sacrificed 

C
IA

 interests w
hen he nam

ed G
eorge 

B
ush C

IA
 director, know

ing R
epubli-

can politician B
ush w

ould last:in that 
job;no longer than the R

epublican w
ho 

appointed him
. 

B
ut there w

as a difference. B
ush re-

nounced all political, aspirations for 
1977 (perhaps costing him

 the vice-pres-
id

en
tial - n

om
in

ation
). T

u
rn

er re-
nounced nothing. 

M
oreover, he has flaunted his real 

loyalties by isolating him
self in his new

 
in

n
er office, located

 n
ot at C

IA
's 

L
angley, V

a., headquarters but across 
from

 the W
hite H

ouse in the E
xecutive 

O
ffice B

uilding. T
hat guarantees him

 
access to the O

val O
ffice. Indeed, the 

P
resident now

 seem
s m

ore im
pressed 

by w
hat he hears front T

urner than by 
his daily briefings from

 Z
bigniew

 B
rze-

zinski, his national security adviser. 

T
urner's supporters vigorously deny 

that he is all that scarce at C
IA

 head-
quarters. T

hey claim
 T

urner spends 70 
tier cent of his tim

e there, only 30 per 
cent next to the O

val O
ffice. T

urner de-
fenders also point to Senate legislation 
to establish a "D

irector of N
ational In-

telligence," a post that T
urner, or a suc-

cessor, w
ould occupy in the office of 

the President. T
hat w

ould leave special 
deputies running the C

IA
 and other in-

telligence U
nits. 

E
ven if true, how

ever, this does not 
an

sw
er th

e stock
p

ile of com
p

lain
ts, 

about T
urner. H

e has rem
oved him

self 
from

 regular contact w
ith his ow

n offi-
cers hi the C

IA
; surrounded him

self 
w

ith at first four, now
 nine, top inner-

. 

office N
avy aides; insisted on a m

ilitary 
ritual before seeing. C

IA
 officers (re-

quiring a precise m
em

o explaining w
hy 

the adm
iral should be bothered, plus a 

24-hour w
ait).  

T
hough trivial in itself, som

e critics 
feel that m

ost sym
ptom

atic .of his lack 
of interest in the C

IA
's w

ell-being w
as 

his decision,  to put his son, N
avy L

t. 
G

eoffrey T
urner, on the C

IA
 payroll. 

T
he job is "junior assistant" in the O

f-
fice of N

ational Intelligence E
stim

ates. 

O
ld hands at the C

IA
 contrast this 

w
ith the conduct of a form

er C
IA

 chief, 
w

hose son had a sum
m

er clerk's job at 
C

IA
 but w

as sent packing the day his 
father took the oath of office. T

he con-
trast does not help sagging m

orale. 
B

eyond m
orale is the vital m

atter of 
building back this nation's intelligence 
system

 during rising com
petition from

 
the Soviet U

nion. T
o convince the C

IA
 

that he can be the architect for rebuild-
ing, T

urner m
ust change the C

IA
's per-

ception of him
 as a transient—

a tem
po-

rary custodian w
hose purpose is to 

avoid m
istakes that m

ight deflect him
 

from
 the Joint C

hiefs of Staff. 
• T

hat is by no m
eans im

possible. If, 
how

ever, T
urner's conduct in the future 

continues as it has in the past three 
m

onths, further decline in the
,  chief U

.S.:  
intelligence bulw

ark is assured. 
T

hat spells danger for an organiza-
tion that has been horsew

hipped in one 
kangaroo court after another—

gener-
ally for follow

ing direct orders from
 

P
residents of the U

nited States. T
he 

horsew
hipping from

 the outside has 
eased a little but T

urner has not yet 
started the rehabilitation. 

011117, Field M
aterprisesjne. 


