Dear Diane,

Your letter of the 21st came this morning, along with many others requiring immediate
response. I answep yours first because I know you must be lonely and troubled and getting
any kind of word that doesn't bogin "bitoh” may cheer you a 1itile.

I'm also more tired than usual. There has been a broak in the weather. It has been
dry and not as cold, aoIspentwhatitnowtumnoutmtoomwhtmemterdayand
Saturday in what I intend as a joke, liverating trees I want to save fron the repressive
influences of honeysuckle, olimbing poison, greenbriers (good 50 feet long!), wild grapes
(as long as the greenbrier and with stems so thick 1've been burning them in the fire-
place), and an assortment of trash trecse I ache and I'm weary. Your tale about your
fathar’speoantrecmkoametmnkofwremtathamxgtotakedomahmandmoked
aamtrasatroo.ﬂnupmrising.ltmaaammﬁolamthelargerdﬂpsmdtook
then to the house for Lil's enjoymente We like tho aroma. However, this particular. tree
vas a jeopardy to a number of spruce I prefer, including scme small ones I'1l transplant,
so it had to go, despite my liking for the s. trees. In this there is alsc a moral and &
bt of philosophy, So, I've been running the firveplace full time, not just nights, easler
in this cold clime when I4l has to set up a separate office for her tax work in the living
room, near the fireplace. The rest of the house can be colder. The kitchen isn't because
_ there is almost wall between 1% and the living room. '

. I'd expaeted| to liberate the cleared ground from assorted brombled today, but neither
my fatigue nor the meil will permit that. We want to use this clearsd gvound for & garden,
and now is the time. The tulips are up two inches or more, the robins made their first
appearance yesterdays, #so spring ia nears _ :

Today's letter wao marked 10. Mo 9 and none of the others that didn t come haves

It is not easy to counsel you because there is too much I don’t know. I remind you -
again of my oft-repeated requests for responsivensas. Iou are talking about thinks I do
not veally understand. Perhaps you can send me the letters in question. And this reminds
ne of ponething else I'd like you to keep in mind, the old saying that the past ls pro-
loguwe. Sevoral tices 1've triedmgetyoutosortthin@outformorpxtminapo@—
tion to, the last at the last stesk dinner. Sefore that when I was at Hatths, When I am
in Agnorance or in doubt, I am limitode I donit like to do what I'm not reasonably certain
about and you've assured uncertainties. Flease make some effort to give we an independent
understanding, not just your representation, interpretation or paraphrase.

the way, I'1l not have time to correct my typos. _

There is & warmth in your reflections of your girlhood and some of your experiences.
The turtle story does not surprise me. The fact 1s you alsc have an affinity for reptiles.
Iremnberthatyougotmalupﬂ@xtonthetripwetowmcarﬁllewhenaturﬂemn
to a levee and I hit or slmost hit it, not being able to avold it. And I remembor one
morning when we were btreakfasting at a drive-in on Metairie Road how you enjoyed a small
lizard running accrosa the top of a board fernos.

If Scott did not get my first letter at least before he saw you Vednesday, the mail
was delayed. With the 18th a Sunday and the 19th a holiday, that is not impossibls. le
could not have m’ctentheomslmtchimf.hsmth. but all should have reached him by
now. 1 hope I hear from hime

As long as he is ycur attorney, he has %o lkmow everything there is to kmow about
you or he ia crippled in defending you. This dlso means everything that can be alleged
against you. If_yonrparmtaroallyintendvhatyou say, then he has to know that in
detail, too. On the other hand, he is bound by confidentislity. That is, he can;t make
any misuse of anything he gets.

Taking your quote of Scott at face value, two 4f the more cbvious possibilities are
that the charges againat you are other than you have represented to me mxxim oand he is
persuaded they are valid or that you have turned him off, offended hime liowover, before
you fire him, you should have a replacemant. If you want advice from we on this point,

i .ust have what you have not given me, including the full charges against you snd what
they are based on. And truthfully. No interprotations. I can make my own and I do not

begin prejudiced against youe You can fire him as late was when you get into courte. If
you do it now you'll have one appointed and that may be the fryingpen, vhich is hotter



Got that backwards: fire, which is hotter than the fryingpan,
You have a right to askk hinm what he has done for you, including motions he has
filed, dlscovery moves in widch he hag engaged, what they disclose, etc, I eanSt easily
help you with another lawyer in Houston because the only one who knows me there conslders
ne worse than cholera., You can alvays aslkt the ACLU to talk %o you. They take cages with
certain principles only involved. I've mentioned the public derender, but I know nothing
about the system there,
You sued a different expresaion, but how is someone going to muke mousy giving you
the worim? Thia is another area where I e without a besis for wnderstanding.
I've rercad what you say about tho possibility of being dragsed off to your parents®
howe and how that will be worse. Again, I oan;t understand it. I have some understanding,
@8 you krow from what I've told you, but not enough. Without & sufficicnt basin, I think
you are wrong, that that could be better, but I don’t now want to go into dotail,
You have made rupeatod references to an undescoribed paychiatric situation, Hdy own
view.1s that if, in today's world, there is a person without an emotional problem of
sone kind, that person has to be afck in the head. Ianaumofsomofyoum.lnwm
way, if perhqps subtly, core subtly than you reali.ed, I've tried to address them. Tou
may not realize it, but in this letter you disclose two more as you had not earlier. They
are, I think, normel, not abnorzmel reactions. I remomber Maddsville, Bourne, Reas, the
8oy with the disapoearing Mercodes radiator cape and a few others, s0 the fact imomot new
- to me, the sdgnificance is missing. IfIthinkImumofaomofyourpmblm. I
hav-nmruenmvﬂﬁngcrimimordmgammintm. havanoreasontobenavaany
exist, don't think that in the cyes of the law the you I know was irreaponaible,

not responsible, and I have a record of wheih I ramind you, for you should feel able to
trust me. Remember the letter you gave me to give %o a gynecologlst and ny refusal to
do it in your interest, or to let anyone elge know about it? :

Yot much of the time, dospite this and other things of which I could remind you,
you did not inpart full trust in me. I thinkynunowalwuldand, if you are to be helped,
you really have no cheice. Unless there is 80KGONe else to whom you can turn. There
you will face the game sdtuation, which means that you still have no choice,

There 1s also the poa<ibility that any peychdatric condition could be helpful at
this juncture, not hurtful. IfIdontkmwofanywchcondition, I do know that it can
have exculpatory legal slgnificance, -

In the lingo »ith which you are familiaw, I'n saying lay it on me the way it is,
not like lolden, and I am familiar with Salinger. Until this hapjons we are not cokaugy] -
cating. You are talking at me, not to mo.

Incidently, the statute doesn't run on the charge after the charge is uade,.
delay means other things, not that. Or, you are a gdrl tgprtlo-lover, not a lawyer.

You reflect more than a change inyour attitude toward Sectt: ‘ou ave saylag that
Mis atiitude toward you has changed, as you see it. You do not oven indicate why, and
if he did not make it explioclt, I think you are sharp enough o have detected tho basis,

If I am wiliing to try to be helpful, you must do as I've anked, fully and honestly,
If you do not, I'1l be no nore then a aynzathetic ear. We have our own generous supuly of
sorious problems. They require much time of me, So, if you contdnue avoiding what I addrees,
mlbe}mumztoaakmelfwhwmdoachﬁmlmtim out to write you I'll be havAgg
‘boaakmelriflmntaketmtimjuattobemmthi&etomonevhowcleaﬂ;ﬁll
not trust ne. And if you won't trust me or give me a reason I can accept for not doing it,

- witballthecaumyoulmveforbdngwnlingtoimparethistrust,aakyouraelfhouyou

would feel and would react if our situations were reversed, Somo of this just isn't rational,
. Exanple: your follus are going to all the trouble Yyou-allege to lose the key on you, That can ¢

* be sacret fron anyoue but me, so why no details? Or, you cen got one who has tho knowledge -~
to impart it,

Let'a not be at Cross-purposes. “et's not you do anything rashe I d find it hard to be
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ploture of the sweet little girl, all decked out #n f£rills and bows. That should be
less unpleasant. But it 1s also not & substitute for the info I need.

This is not a hassle but a statoment of fact: it is pest tlue for a little wne CoE
selfishness. It is both time and past tize for foar. Sp, pleage serve both our interests -
with a Jong-delayed levelling.

dn this lotier you say nothing about your medical cendition., If I wanted to hasulc.
Icould say that in this regard it in not consistent with what you have said in the past
about it. It is one of the things I radeed imncdiately with Scott. I'd like to know
the 8000De

Remomber Bobby's a% itude toward his ded? If there is no parullel hexe, I'd ub i;o
see somothing meaninglul by way of a different attitude froum you.

0Of oourse I'm sorry about the present lawyor situation. I presume you '11 koep
me posted, I'd like to understand 1t as I now can't,

X've taken moro tine than I'd planned o really have. Gethoughanﬂdonhauu(

If you read those paseages from the “4bla to which I referred you, it may be easier,
ke your spirits and your ching up! Try not to depress mine with further aveidances. -
And let us hope that the shtustion is one about which something can be done, :
‘h, yes, you rofsed the question of bond, yet you appear to have done nothing further
. shout 1t when you were with Scett. If you get %o post it, what will you then do, begin = B
‘.-"Imgnthlhemyouml sity, whutkindofsurmmmngstlmy\rillbeetou : S

Shalom!

Harold Helsberg




