1/29/70

Dear Russ,

Recently I reud J, Harry Yones' bouk on the “dnutemen, the revised, paperback
edition, which is more current than the original hardback, and I'm familisar with
Eric Norden's work and what he was told by Funkhauser. Consider that these men hag
access to the top men in the organization and that both prisent, theirs as defiad tive
work, espscinliy Joneg who spent wuch time on & friendly basis with delugh and others,
there is & larg: gup in the writing of bouth.

That is, how do *the &inutomn protect themselves agningi infiltration. Of ale the
groups of this kind, I'd expect them to have the most sophizticated neans of self-
protection. There is no refercnce in the work of vither, although Yones makes clear
deP's continuing apyrehension that the F8I would penetrati his orgunizaticn. The organizg-
tiornal structure Presupposed this,

The two morc obvious ways are by subverting an existing member and by infiltrating
an agent inte the organization. The thing th:t occured to we is this: sup.ose the F3I
did subvert a ran in one wiit and wanted to cheek on the acuracy of what he reported,
or want.d to chsck on him,Or suppose there was another wnit they wanted 4o penetrate
somewhere elsc, i'vr cither purpose they woula have to plant a nev wan, How did or do
the Minuteren protsct thomselves against thisg?

Do they require new wewbers to take pentathol? Do theymis.- lie-detector tests?
Have they utherx mewns or devises? Sophisticated as somwe ol their other aspects are,
here is where It'q expect tlen to be pretty hep.

Perhaps you can learn this frow your friend, If and when you speak to him again,
or it he has wentionea it in the wt, I've heard reports of sone right-wing group
taking over a small Caribbean island. Don't ask questions about this, but in the course
of talking to him, very guardedly, or ch'll say nothing, sbout self-proiection, you
might raise the question, supposc any arca of the country gets to hot for soume newbers,
Is there any place they can get to bet away frou the FUI, lice soume other couutry? If
you get into any kiud of real discussion of this sort, you might sug.est they ought to
be able to get a refuge from one of the countries not tou friendly to the US but still
close, like Haiti, the.vominican Republic, Guatemala, ete, '

I've been busy Preparing an answer to the first really clever defense th government
has taiken the time £ or in any of my suits. It is intricate, the result of much work;
persuasive as dishonest ani: selective guotation can be (they've vven uisquoted their
own regulations which, fortiuately, I have); and requires g sulficiently detailed and
lengthy answer to make thd answer a possible annoyance to the Judge: This tells me that
they are concerned, They've out a lot of time and brainpower into this, I got it on the
6th of the 10 duys allowed for responses When I phoned the federal at-croney to arrange
an extension of time (fp!r my typing time was and still is linited by the bursitis), he
told me I hau ti automatically, that the Judge was a wonth behind on setiing his calendar,
Fortunately, I called the judge's secretary and learned that what would have been auto-
matic is the granting ol his wotion in 10 days if I hadn't asked for more tiwel Nice people,
Howwwer, this considerable amouit of work will nov be wasted if I lcose, which I can through
Iy own error, not imowing the law, that is the formg and practises (I inow the meaning of
the relevant law and regulations) or if the judge is turned on on ¥arren or is pro-govern-
ment (not uncowson in ¥ashington)e It will wde a fine case study in wy writing of the
dishonesty ol the Justice D. partment and wili limn the whole thing nicely. ...Book due
to be publisheu 3/10. Notlz_xing «ls: news Bust 1o both,
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