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JFK
 Shooting R

ecreated for T
V

 M
ovie 

D
A

L
L

A
S (A

P) —
 For a few

 brief 
m

o
m

en
ts, it w

as N
o

v
. 2

2
, 1

9
6

3
, 

again. 
H

ig
h

-p
o
w

ered
 rifle sh

o
ts ran

g
 

o
u
t. C

ro
w

d
s scream

ed
 an

d
 scat-

tered
, T

h
e "P

resid
en

t" w
as sh

o
t. 

and "L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald" leaned 
out of the T

exas S
choolbook D

e-
pository B

uilding, a rifle cradled 
in his shoulder. 

T
h
e scen

e at D
ealy

 P
laza S

u
n
-

day and M
onday w

as the recrea-
tion of the assassination of P

resi-
dent John F

. K
ennedy for an A

B
C

 
telev

isio
n

 m
o

v
ie, "T

h
e T

rial o
f 

L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald." 
H

u
n

d
red

s o
f to

u
rists w

ere at-
tracted by the sight of actor John 
P

leshette, w
ho portrays O

sw
ald in 

a fictional account of how
 his trial  

m
ight have proceeded had he not 

b
een

 k
illed

 b
y
 D

allas n
ig

h
tclu

b
 

ow
ner Jack R

uby. 
"It w

as really
 h

au
n
tin

g
," said

 
P

leshette, w
ho resem

bles O
sw

ald. 

E
arlier, a police m

arksm
an had 

fired the shots at the presidential 
lim

o
u

sin
e six

 flo
o

rs b
elo

w
 in

 a 
scene that w

as to be show
n to the 

fictional jury. 
T

h
e recreatio

n
 o

f th
e sh

o
o
tin

g
 

to
o
k
 p

lace b
efo

re h
u
n
d
red

s o
f 

tourists and w
ith a cast of several 

hundred extras w
ho scattered and 

"p
a
n
ic

k
e
d
" a

s th
e
 sh

o
ts w

e
re

 
"fire

d
" in

to
 th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
tia

l 
m

otorcade. 
W

om
en w

earing bobbysocks and 
m

en
 in

 th
in

 ties fell o
v
er each

 
o
th

er in
 m

o
ck

 h
y
steria u

n
d
er th

e  

direction of supervising producer 
L

arry S
chiller w

ho shouted: 
"B

an
g
. Y

o
u
 h

ear it, b
u
t d

o
n
't 

have tim
e to react. 

"B
ang. N

ow
 you go dow

n run-
ning that w

ay. Y
ou realize now

 it's 
not a backfire. 

"B
ang. T

he m
otorcade's m

oving 
now

 and you run as L
 catch it. 

A
 few

 in the crotd seem
ed per-

turbed. 
F

erm
in

 G
arcia said

 th
e 

assassin
atio

n
 sh

o
u

ld
 n

o
t h

av
e 

been recreated. "G
od w

ould have 
w

anted it that w
ay." 

M
aevis C

hapm
an, one 

,fse 

spectators, said: "w
t  

w
ay she (the actress playing M

rs. 
K

ennedy) 
w

as d
ressed

, an
d

 th
e 

P
resident bareheaded, it gave you 

a strange feeling." 
B

ob
 E

th
erid

ge, w
h

o p
lays th

e 
p

art of V
ice P

resid
en

t L
yn

d
on

 
Johnson, recalled that on the day 
o
f th

e a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
, "

I w
a
s 

w
atching the parade five m

inutes 
b

efore it h
ap

p
en

ed
. I cou

ld
 h

ave 
rea

ch
ed

 o
u

t a
n

d
 to

u
ch

ed
 h

im
 

(K
en

n
ed

y). It's a real w
eird

 feel-
in

g to h
ave seen

 th
e p

arad
e an

d
 

th
en

 to
 see th

em
 recrea

te 
th

e 
assassination," 


