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Deposition - Mrs, Earlene Roberts, 6 8 Lh3h-Ll, April 8, 196&, and
Affidavig, 7- -7 H 439 December 5, 1963

The affidavit is dated December 5, 1963. It was prepared by agents
of the Secret Service and omits p what the Secret Service mﬁy'have wanted
it to omit, . F '

Comparison witﬂper deposition will show fhe nature of the major
omission - ‘the incident of thé police car, '

Mrs, Roberts was then the housekeeper at 1026 North Beckley, where
Oswald had & room, In the affidavit,again prepared by the Secret Ser-
vice, she says that rI'a.p;:vr'ozzr.!.ma.t:el;g''ll. Pem, " Oswaid, then knewn to her
as 0, H, Les, came in and wept to his_room. 30 was not wearing'a jacket
when he came in but was hhen he left a féw minutes after his arrivﬁi.
0f the jacket he said, "I recall the jﬁcket was -a dark color and it was
the type that zips up the front." Then she said, "Moments later, I '
looked out the window. I saw Lee Oswald standihg'on the curb at the
bus stop just_ta the right and on the same side of tﬁe_street as our
house. I just glanced ouf the window that once, I don't know how long
Lee Oswald stood at the curb, nor did I éeé the diredtion he went when
he left thers., About a half-hour later three Dallas policemen came to
the house looking for him, ' : ' |

"Police and FBI agents took averjthing in the room that belonged
to Lee Oswald and also toock a piliow case and two towels and washcloths{:

Mrs, Robertst depositiog was taken 4:10p .m. April 8, 196!, by ; &
Asst, Counsels_Ball and Stern. Mrs, Roberts had besn housekeeper at
1026 North Beckley where Oswald roomed. Accor&ing to newspaper reports,
she left because of harassment, According to her testimony, 1t was
chiefly because she didn't get e ough money; she claimed the work was

too hard and her wages had been cut back, She is another of the women

who as a girl got ssffmarried too soon. Her education ended when she
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2 -~ Roberts _
got married in the ninth grade (p.l135).

She complains about treatment by the various police agencies in

. the following excerpt from p.l36:

"™Mrs, Roberts, Well, they put me through the third degree,
Mr. Ball. Who dide '

Mrs, Roberts, The FBI, Sucret Service, Mr, Will Fritz! men and

..Bill Deckerts,

Mr, Ball., They did?

Mrs. Roberts. Every time I would walk out on the front porch
somebody was standing with a camera on me - they had me scared to death.”

Oswald was, by her deseription, a quiet, self.contained stay-at-
home who gave no one any trouble, The follcwing"excerpt on this } sub.
jeet 18 on p.h37: | / '

"Mrs. Foberts. WNo - in 2 way - but 211 he did ever watch the tele-

vision was if someone in the other rooms had it on, maybe he would come

~and stand at the back of thecouch . not over 5 ﬁinutéa and go to his rocm

~and shut the door and never say a word,

Mr, Ball, Did he go out any_af night?

Mprs., Roberts. ¥No,

Mr, Ba_ll. Did he stay home e.very. night?

Mrs. Roberts. Yes - he stayed home every night - I didn't ever
krow of him going out., If he did, he le®t after I went to beﬁ and I
never knew it,"

Oswald, who had regisbered under the name of 0. H. Lee, always

'paid hia'rent promptly. On the day of the assassination, Mrs, Roberts

wes looking at the television news when she said Oswald came in in

somewhat of a hurry. "He never said a thing, not nothing. He went

to his room and stayed about 3 or L minutes.™ (p.lL38)
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As he left, he was closing the zipper on a jacket the exach
eolor of which she didn't recall with certainty. This exchange then.
folloﬁs:

"Mpr, Ball. It11 show you this jacket which is Commission Exhibit
162 -~ have gou ever seén this jacket before?

| Mrs, Robertsl/ Well, maybe I have, but I don't remember it, It
seems 1ike the one he put on was darker than that, Now, I won't be
sure, because I really don't know; but is that a zipper jacket?
' Mr, Ball., Yes - it has a zipper down the front,

Mrs, Roberts., Well, Maybe it was. (p.h39) |

ﬁhmmﬁnﬁﬂ This, she said, was around 1o clock, or maybe a little'
arter ..o" (This single sentence is onm D. hho)

Likewise, she would make no positive identification of the shirt,
Exhibit 150. All she would say was, "that looks kind of like the dark
shirt that he had on," She then said; "I think it was a dark one, but
whether 1t was long sleeve or short sleeve or what - I don't know, "
(P.439) AR Y R ik
When asked, "Does the color of this shirt which I showfyou heré,
Commission exhibit 150, look anything like the shirt he had on?"l.she
replied, "I'm sorry, I just don't_kﬁow." She doesn't remember about
his pants because "I just didn't pay that much attention,”

She heatedlj denied ever going thxough the.wardrobe or chest of
drawers in which Oswald stored his possessions. The above and the
following excerpt are from p.lL0: |

"My, Ball, Had you ever seen a gun in his room?

Hrs, Roberts, No, sir,

Mp, Ball, Had fyou ever clesned up his room?

Mrs, Roberts. Yes; I cleaned his rooms, but I dida't see no gun.
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Mp, Ball, Did you ever go through any. of his effects?
Mrs. Roberts. Oh, no."
Ball has been describing the contents of Oswald's room, but he
1s extremely careful not to describe the room itselr, | The Commlssion
has been just as careful to avoid using any photographs of the room,
Oswald claimed he needed the curtaingrods; Joesten claimed Oswald had
noprivacy in his cubicle - for 1t was not what would ordinarly be
called a room, And the very simple and direct answer would have been
to have had g photograph as of the time of %he assassination, We know
the police were there and we know that i the press was there, Yot there
is no such photograph., This would seem to lend credibility to Osweldts
claim, DIspecially so when so many months went by without the Commis.
sion making any effort to find out whether, in fﬁct he had taken cur-
tain rods to the Depository the morning of the assassination. (There
15 a separéte memo on this, )
Oswald left Friday night and returned Honday evenings. He had
once told Mrs., Roberts he was spending the weskends with friends. The
- excepltion was Armidtice Day weekend when he told her he was going to
have a long weekend and he reiturned Tuesday evening, (p.Li2) _
The incident of the police car that pulled up and honked during

the short period Oswald was in the house follows with the excerpts frpm_'

PPaUli3-L: %
; i
"Mr. Ball, Did a police car pass the house thare and honked? %
Mrs., Roberts, Yds. \R

Mr, Ball., When was that?

Mrs, Roberts. He came in the house.

Mr, Ball, When he came in ths house?

Mrs. Toberts., Wnen he came in the hows e and went to his room, you

know how the sidewslk runs?
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Mr, Ball, Yes,

Mys, Robérts. Right.direct 1 front of that door - there was a
police car stopped and honked, I had worked for some policemen and
sometimes they come by and tell me something that maybe their wives
would want me to.know, and I thﬁught it was them, and I just glénced
out and saw the number, and I said, t10h, that's not their car,? for I
kheﬁ their ear, -

Mr. Ball. You mean, it was not the car of the policemgnﬁ you knew?

Mrs, Boberts; It wasn't the police car I knew, because their num-
ber was 1'?0 and it wasn't 170 and I ignored it.

. Mr. Bsll. And who was in the car?
“ Mwa, ‘Hoharkss If don't know - I didn't pay any abbiiakton Bo- 1k
after I noticed it wasn't them - I didn't, :

Mr, Ball., Whers was it parked?

Mrs. Rdberts. It was parked in front of the howe," (p.LhL3)
and later on th@ same page,

. ; this '
"Mr, Ball, Did skhims police car stop directly in front of your

-house?

Mrs, Roberts, Yes - it stopped directly in front of my how e and
it just *tip-tip' and thatt'!s the way Officer Alexander and Charles

Burnely would do when tbsy stopped, and I went to the docr and looked

and saw it waﬂﬁ't p their number.
Mr. Ball._ Where was COswald when this happened?
Mrs, Roberts. In his room. |
Mp, Ball. It was after he bad come in his room?
Mrs, Roberts, Yes.,
Mr. Bgll., Had thaﬁ police car ever stopped there before?

Mrs, Hoberts, I don't know - I don't remember ever seeing 1t,
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Mr. Ball, Have you ever seen it since?
that
Mrs, Roberts. No - I didn't pay/much attention - I just saw 1t

wasn't the police car that I knewj and had worked for so, I forgot about

it. I meen it at the time, but I don't remember now what it was.

Mr, Ball., Did you report the number of the car to anyone?
not
Mrs., Roberts. Ii think I did - I'm eakE sure, because I - at that

partieular time I remembered it.

Mr, Ball, Ybu remembered the number of the car?
Mrs, Roberts. Igthink it was - 106, it seems o me like it was

106 but I do know what theirs was . it was 170 qand it wasn't thelr car,

"Mr. Ball, It was not 1707
‘Mrs, Roberts, The people I worked for was 170.
Mr, Ball, Did you report that number to anyone, did you report

this incident to anyone?

~ Mrs, Hobefts. Yes, I told the FBI snd the Secret Service both
when they were out there. _
‘Mr, Ball. And d1d you tell them the mumber of the car?

Mrs. Roberts. I'm not sure - I believe I did - I'm notgsure. I
think & did becausd - there was so mnch happened then until mw brains
was in a whirl, : ,

Mr, Ball. On the 29th of November, Special Agents Will Griffin
and Jemes Kennedy of theFederal Bureau or Investigation interviewed you
and you told them that 'after Oswald had entered his room about 1 p.m.

on November 22, 1963, you looked out the front window and saw police
car No, 207.1

Mrs, Roberts. No. 107.

Mr, Ball, Is that the number?

- Mrs, Roberts. Yes ~ I remembered it. I don't know where I got
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that 106 - 207. Anyway, I knew it wasn't 170,

Mr; Ball, And_you.say that there were two uniformed policemen
in the care?

Mrs, Roberts. Yes, and 1t was in a black car, It wasn't an acci-

dent squad car at all,

Mr, Ball, Were there two uniformed policemen¥ in the car?

Hrs..ﬁoberts. Oh, yes.

Mr, Ball., And one of the officers sounded the horn?

Mrs, Roberts. Just kind of a '$it-tit' - tuice. )

Mr, Ball, And then drove.on to Beckley toward Zangs Boulevard,
1s that right?

Mrs, Roberta. Yes. I thought there was a mmber, but I couldntt
remember it but I did know the nurber of their éar'- I could tell that.,
I want you to understﬁ#d that I hsve been pzﬁx through the thlrd degrse
and it's hard to remember, ,

Hr. Ball, Are there any other questions?

Dr. Goldberg., No, that's all. : L 2

Hp, Ball. Now, Mrs, Roberts, this deposition will bs written up

you can
and you can read it if you want to and/sign it, or you ecan waive:;the

'signature.

Mrs, Roberts, Wwell, you know, I can't see too good how to read.
I'm completely blind in my right eye.® '(pp.th-h)..

The Commission has baen_very careful with those_witnesseé whosé
allsged observations they want tc believe, such as Brennan and Markhem,
to ask about the condition of their eyes, when they had last 5een exem.
ined and what the resulte of the examinations were, In the case of a
witness whose 1 poor vision could be a factor against the Commission,and

clearly Mrs, Roberts, from the last line quated above, is such a witness,
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they are careful to awoid any such question, Iﬁ éll the hocus-pocus
gbout numbers, the one thing the Commission fails to do, bere in the
qQuestioning or in the text of the raport '1s to note that Tippitts
car was No. 10. So, in spite of ti» Comission s implications, -“Irs.
RobertsX did have 2 of the 3 numbers correct,

The representation of the above deposition in the report (p.253)
is cleverly and subtly distorted. It does not tell a e, "It Just tells
the story in a deceptive manner. These are the words: ",.. a Dallas
police car drove slokly by the front of the 1026 North Beckley premises
and stopped momentarily ...", She did not teatiry that the police car
drove bj. Her testimony was that 1t was driving slowly wher it came up

 to the house and parked. Notice that in the first excernt abovb, from

Pelii3; Mr, Ball asked, "Where was it parkedo” end of course, when Oswald

was in the house only about 3 minutes, according to Mrs, Roberts' testi_
mony, how much more than "momentarily" could it have stopped? Hor testi.
mony is that it stopped long enough to signal twice, The natﬁre of Mps,
Robertst vision being what it was, 1t 1s quite possible she could:hévé
had trouble réading.the leftering. There 1s a photagraph of this car on
l?.H 228, Exhibit 522, The left front door, which 1s visible in this
case, shows the words "Dallas® and "Police in larger and thicker letters
than the number "10" which appears asbove the "L" in police and below the
"LL® in Dallas, the word "Dallas™ being in the form of an arch, o
The Gommission has made =m sins of omission and commisgion_in the
course of reconstructing the Tippit killing. Without knowing'alballas
bus schedule and routing, it is imposaible to appraise ﬁhe sivnific&ncé
of this omisssion, Nonetheless, the omission is of such a nature and tm&

Import is so obvkous that it cannot be regarded as an accidental om*asion.
Elsewhere I have notieed the complete lack of logic in the path the COm.

mission has drawn for Oswald from his roominghouse to the theatre. In

A

Ay
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her affidavit of Decembér 5, 1963, to the FBI, she had roported "Oswald
went out the front door. A moment later I looked out the window. I
saw Lee Oswald standing on the curb at thb bus stop, just af the right,
and on the same side of the street as our howme, I glanced out the
.window that once., I don't know how long Leé Oswald stbod.at the curb ,,."

There is no estimete that I can recall in the Commission's recon.
struction of Oswald's movements; nor do I recall any allowance for time
walting for a bus, Entirely aside fr6m that, ﬁoweve?, it is important
in the context of Mrs, Roberts? statement to examine Cnmhission Exhibit
1119 on p.1Y8 of the report Mrs. Roberts has testif*ed ‘their house
was sbout 3 houses from the corner. A '

She sald that Oswald went to the corner #o'auait the bus on the

same side of the street. That meant a bus goihé north, Even if this

had been & one-way street, it still meant 2 bus going north because the
1026 ad@ress is shown by Bxhibit 1119-A to be on the east side of Beekley
Street, However, the scene of the Tippit killing is south mfg;the 1026 .
North Beeklay address, UWhat, then, was Oswald doing awa*t“ng transporta-
tion to sake him the opposite direction from that in which the Cmission'
said he went? '

This is neither a éumor ﬁor a speculation. It is an uncoﬁtradi&tad
fact. The Commission itself chosé to ignore it in the ccubse of exam- '
_ ining Mrs._Roberts, vet it is one of the few'facts set forth in the a1f§_

davits collected by the FBI agents. Of all the things Mrs, Roberta had - %
o say, the inclusion of this ract the particular language used bv the >
PBI indrafting this affidavit for Mrs. FRoberts!? 31gnature, 1s a clear .
indication of the fact that the FBI agents conducting the mvests.gationi?'

So what -does
imputed value and importance to what qu_ Rcberts Paw, /The wism comm1581or

say abecut Oawaldfa movements from the time he left his roominghowse no
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earlier that 3 minutes after 1 on the dav of the assassination> He went

to a bus stop and waifted for an unknouwn length of time to catech a north-

bound bus. He walked south instead of going north to Davis Street, then
turned east, then turned southesst, then turned northeast where Tippit
stopppd him, Then after the Tippit killing, he went in the opposite

direction, southwest, to the corner, then he again turned southeast only

‘to turn southwest again, There were a couple of alleged detours in his

southwesterly path théreafter. _ :
Now the Gomm_ss*on itself, in trying to avoid the ipascanable fact

thau the man who it says planned the killing exnected to get caucht -

in fact, may have wanted to - hence, he left a eonaiderable “emount of

money at home the?orning of the assassination.-’anoring for a moment

that the last time Oswald was unequivocally seen, he was waiting for a

northbound bus, he went south in the general direction of the movie 1n.

which he was captured., The Commission gives no reason for any of Oswal$'s

movernents and ignorss the obvious} that he was goﬁ1g to a movia, He )

himself told the police tﬁis had been his plan, If he had planned to go

" %o a movie, why should he have left Beckley Street and turned over on

Davis and then gone down Crawford to 10th to turn left or northeasf on. -

N,

10th? Beckley Street was a direct route to the movie. If it had, in \

.'fact, been Oswald who made these movements, where could he eonceivably \\

been going# following such a route? I have no way of knowing. The
Commission_did not mention this at ell. It had means of learning what
objeefive Osweld might have had in roliowing routes it projects as far
as 10th aﬁd Patton,

There 1s no meaningful map that is lsgible printed in the report
or in any part of the hearings that I have yet seen, The only map of

Dallas available to me at th%woment is the one printed in Joesten's book,
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Here I find Jack Ruby's apartrment located, approximately l. blocks from
the secene of the Tippit killing. .

The Cormission has gone to great lengths to try and préva the
tobal kbsence of a link between Osweld and Ruby. I have no reason to
presume such a link exiéted. Likewise, I have no reason to presume
such a link did not éﬁist. Newspaper storiées and public statements of
private investigators{claim such a link 4id exist,

. Héd Oswald, in fact, planned %o go to Ruby's spartnent, he did not
take the most direcg réute; which would have called for him.to go first
to the eaét aﬁd then to the south and with this oné turn he would have
arfived.at Ruby's ﬁpartmpnt. Let us then assume that Oswald, while
walking in the direction the Cammiséian alleges, toward fhe_movie, sud-
denly decided to go to Ruby'!s spartment, Having once gone dewn Beckley
Street, 2 sudden impulse would indeed hﬁve called for him %o have turnéd
over Davis o Crawford but he should have turned to his left, to the
east on 9th, and not 10th, to take the shortest route to Ruby:s spart.

~ment,

With the death of Oswald (and possibly with the insantty of Ruby)
there is no way of datermining what Yswald might have had in mind in
following such a completely meaningless path, The only other alterna-
tive that might make sernse is a planned rendezvous with Tippit, which
thé Cormission also goes to great lengths to persuasde us could not have
been a possibility. The Coummission has tried to establish that Oswald
could not have known Tippit. Thewe ' ‘

There are only two things that can be said of the Commission's
reconstruction of Yswald's movements from the time he left his rooming

house: The Cormissimn has been dishonest and deceitful sbout them, in. -

ignoring the known fact of Oswala 8 pilan to take a northboudd bus; its
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reconstruction of his alleged southbound movements make no sense and

are totally inexplicable except in the context of a conspirzcy.



