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Honorable T. Lee nankin 
C-eneral Counsel 
The .President's Commission .• 
t200 Maryland Avenue,' Northeast 

	
•• ; 

Washir.gion, D. C. 

Dear. Mr. Rankin; 

The remaining three bullets from Officer J. D. Tippit's body were 
recently received from the Dallas Police Department and have been despinated 
as C251, C252 and C253 in the Laboratory for identification purposes. •71,;,e.  
three trIllets have been exninined in the Laboratory and the results of the  
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The 0252 bullet is a caliber .38 Special lead bullet of Remington- 

f-----  i 	Pete s manufacture. This bullet weighs 154.8 grains. It was fired fromclr.4 

1 (.-i; bur,- 1 rifled with five lands and Ant, oven, gold. twist', "..7 - /,--,',./; 6 0 — 	,:-/-z5--  , 	...3  
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r 	bullet 	0 .:, 
hitolv acture. This bullet weighs 155.7 grains and was 	Iron. a b. rel 

3•• rifle( with five lands and grooves, righitwifit. 	

ridIsr,....cte,effd, ri 

I z; ;, • =•.-; 	The 	bnllet is a copper- 	lead bt 	WinchpytQr-Western 

I ! (. i - • 	A 'tuition of the suz face of each bullet, C251, C252 and C253, is • 	. 
- • mutilated., ho..vever, microscopic marks remain on these bullets for 	 .... 

ink... ___comparison purposes. The 0251, 0251 and C253 bullets were compared with 	•:. 

..,■,,__:::ea.ph ether and with test Intllets.plJth'ined from C>swald's revolver, C15, the .33 Pe inonl 

•:°,....7: --..7 SPeCial t4  nail) and .Wesson revOlVer, Sorialr?.16) 	̀Assembly •.AssembIy No. C524.8..  
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Mr. Conrad re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDE: 
JOliN F. KENNEDY, DALLAS, TEXAS, 11/221( 
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examinations are set forth bf.dow. 

The C251 bullet is a caliber .38 Special copper-coated lead.bu 'et 
of Winchosier-Western manufacture. This bullet vieighs 154.1 grains and was 
fired fronia.barrel rifled with five lands and grooves, right twist. 
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cenclusion could be reached as to whether or not C251 through C253 were 

fired from the Fame weapon or whether or not they were fired from C15. In 
addition, it way found that even consecutive .38 Special bullets test fired from 
the ClS revolver could net be identified with each other. In this connection, it 
ehoulci.be note that the barrel of C15 was designed for .38 S & W bullets and; • 
therefore, it is slightly larger in diameter than baxreln designed for 38 
Special bullzqs. Firing of undersized bullets could cause erratic passage of • 

the bullets down the barrel, resulting in incilvidual microscopic•characteristicd 
which at e not consistent. The barrel of the weapon could also be changing dui 
to the accumulation of lead in the barrel or to wear. That one or both of th 
above conditiens.existed is apparent from the faut .that consecutive .38 Special 
test bullets obtained from the clo revolver could not be identified with each

•  other. 	 , 	•, 	• • 	/ / 	 •• • 	 • 	 : 

Smith and Weesen revolvers such as CIG are among the we' apo,r),s 	•.'.• 
producing general rifling character/dice of the type found on.C251, .C252 and ..:.•• 
C263. 	 •• 	 • .• 

• 

The lead alloy of the C251, C253 and Q13„.(the first bullet submitted 
by the Dallas Pelice Di2partment in the Tippit efise) Winchester-Western copper-
coated bullets wae spectrc graphically examined. This lead alloy was found to 
be qualitatively similar In composition to the lead alloy of the Western copper-....",, 
coated bullets In the C51, C52, C65, C66, C57, (358, C59 and C137 ce-rtridges.• •  
It to noted that these cartridges were among those obtained from the C15 -:,. 
revOlvei, L e Harvey Oev..ald's pocket ancl•the U. - S. Secret Service. •-•-• • ••••• 

• 
The lead alloy comprising the C2G2 IlenninE,rton-Peters bullet was 

.r ecti ogriThically eNarnined and found to be qualitatively similar in composition 
to the lead alloy comprising the Eemington-Pnters bullets in the C53, C54 and 
ci;:n cartridges, the remaining cartridges from the above sources. 

There are attached plr.tegraphe of the three bullets. 
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Eim:eiely yours, 
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