
May 3, 1968 

Mr. Hermann Deutsch 
New Orleans States-Item 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70100 

Dear Mr. Deutsehz 

Having missed your December 22, 1967, column and just gotten it in 
the mail, I must acknowledge missing only a disappointment because 
its dishonesty is as apparent as its bias. 

You know very well the purpose of my call was not to tell you I was 
the "victim of a conspiracy" but to charge you with your personal 
responsibility in the proliferation of nonbooks, a rather good and 
then current column. 

Of course, your paper and you are not biased, net partisan, devoted 
only to legitimate news. Therefore, last year, when Carlos Bringuier 
filed a suit against me that was patently frivolous, this was news. 
When it was unceremoniously tossed out of court, it was not news. 
When Mr. Dymond charged me with being in a conspiracy to deny his 
client his rights, that quite obviously was news. When Mr. Dymond, 
knowing from the moment of its conception, that he was lying, 21led 
to subpena MB as a witness, although he subpenaed thirty, and thus 
made clear that he was hiding behind the robes of the court to libel 
me, that quite naturally was not news. 

Now Carlos Bringuier has, as he can by the simple paying of a deposit, 
filed precisely the same entirely invalid suit as part of an open 
blackmail designed to keep me out of New Orleans and thus terminate 
my investigations, that again becomes news. What is normal in papers 
of even moderate dishonesty is a telephone call to the accused. Your 
paper consistently is silent. 
Now, it is not because you are unaware of the kind of cheap operation 
that is involved here because when Bringuier hired a United States 
Marshal to serve Xerox oopies of the suit already thrown out of court 
on me when I was in New Orleans,id:::March,:be_ carefully sought out your 
court reporter who declined to print the story because it had no 
validity. 

Now, the most casual reading of what WHITEWASH says about Bringuier, 
to even an apprentice cub reporter, discloses that it is totally im-
mune from any suit because it is a quotation of testimony. But it is 
sufficient forth° people of New Orleans for their reporters, from cubs 
to seniors, to pontificates Why concern ourselves with the nasty 
details? The President is safely dead, anyway, isn't he? 
I recognize writing you lays me as open to your venom, blindness and 
prejudice as trying to talk to you already has done, but at least be-
tween you and me, sir, there will be a record. 

Sincerely, 

Harold Weisberg 
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Draft Card Burners 
Using New Tactics 

 

1 'FHE LATEST. bit of .gossip, which I am told can be sub- 
. 

. 	. stantiated from any number of truly "trustworthy 
',sources" is that the draft card burners are no longer burn- 
ing their draft cards. The movement is now down to the 
hardcore- cynics. who are interested in furthering the Com-
munist cause-of sowing dissent in the United States, the 
supply 'of dreg-using hippie goofs diminishing steadily. 

The cynics are ostentatiously sacrificing to the flames, 
cards, many of which are printed a 

. - la genuine draft summons, but most.  
of which are simply blank.. Then 
when the FBI, *hose agents keep a ., 

.' close track of what goes on, come 
4; around to demand of the supposed 
‘I'law violators "Let's see your, draft ,, 1 

card, Tiger," the presumed culprit : 
reaches into his billfold nr wherever, 
and produces his undeniably gen-
uine draft card, and the FBI agents 
withdraw in bafflement. 	-. 

ODDBALL EXPERIENCE NO. 835-C: Received a phone 
'call the other day from some one who said he is Mister X—
`.(I have no wish to expose the name he gave me). He went 
on to explain that he has read my column from time to time, 
has no criticism to make of it, in fact is impressed by its 
scope, etc., etc. 

He just wanted to tell that he, X—. is the victim of a 
Conspiracy to keep from the public all knowledge of his  

'latest book, the one he has published himself in paperback,  
that being all he could afford_ and which no newspaper tie 
`magazine of _general circulation reviewed or otherwise saw ' 
fit to mention, although he called a press conference here 

' to announce that this was a hook about Oswald in New Or-
, leans, before he went to Dallas; that the book was based 

on more than 400 hitherto secret and unrevealed documents  
to which he had been given access; and although he had  
given out some copies of his book to the media representae  
fives at the press conference, not a line about the book, or  
what he said about it had appeared in any New Orleans 
newspaper. Could that he explained other than by a ceit 
spiracy of silence to keep all knowledge of the book from  
the public?  

• I finally interrupted the steady flow of this revelation 
by saying that if any such conspiracy existed in or around 
the States-Item or, The Times-Picayune I had never heard 
of. it and I did not think information about such a cabal 

would have been withheld from me if I was one of the 
to be muzzled. 

AS AN AFTERTHOUGHT I SAID 1 had never seen the 
book. which drew a sharp retort to the effect that the paper  . 
had been furnished some books, and he did not have 'untie 
enough to buy books for every ones also that no mention of 
the news conference had been printed in either of the paless, 
and would I be interested in knowing that when he had  
published two other statements, the New York Times had' 
thought enough of them to print a news story a thirr7ra  
page in length about each of them? This sort of conversation 
went on for blocks. 

P.5.—My brother and I dined together at his apartment 
that night. We actually had not seen one another for three 
of four months, though we had spoken on the telephone, bet 
more frequently via long distance than uver local calls. We 
had decided to make sure we met at least once before the 
year was out, since I was to leave for New York the next. 
day, and he was to leave for Los Angeles.this Sunday, re-
turning to New Orleans on Monday. which left precious little 
time for casual confrontations. 

During the dinner Eberhard suddenly burst out: "Do you 
know anybody by the name of X—?-  t replied that I had 
never met him, but had spoken with him at incredible 
length only that afternoon. "Well," continued Eberhard. 
"he called me up this morning and said he had been reading 
my newspaper columns and was impressed by them . . 
and I told him he was talking to the wrong one of the 
Deutsch brothers, that he was Eberhard and the columnist 
was Hermann. He came back with something to the effect 
that I did write newspaper columns, didn't I? And again% 
told him no, that you were the columnist and I was a lawyer, 
and again he said he knew I was a la"wer but didn't. I 
write newspaper columns too?" 

* * 
I CONCEDED THEN THAT MAYBE Eb's estimate of 

the number of my readers, which he has fixed at a total-of 
29, was, if anything, a bit too far on the generous side, since 
Mr. X— who claimed to have read a number of the coluntns 
had apparently missed the fact that in black gothic type 
approximately 24 points tall my name, and not his, tip-
peered at the top of each. Perhaps it is I who should com-
plain about Mr., X's "conspiracy of silence" concerning the 
authorship of my writings. 

As Walter Winchell, Bob Casey and I don't. know htiw 
many others have said: "One advantage of being a re- ts- 
paperman is that you meet such interesting people." 	-- .._ . 

• 
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U.S. Atty.. Gen. Ramsey 
Clark was quoted as saying 
in Charlottesville, Va., he 
"might -haye to ,prosecute 

Orleans Dist. Atty.) 
'jun 'Garrison." 

However, in Wash'ngton, 
spokesman for the Justice 
Department said it has no 
plans to bring a case against 
Garrison at this time. 

The spokesman also denied 

- t 

that Clark had accused Gar-
rison of ruining prominent 
New Orleans businessman 
Clay L. Shaw. 

Last night, in an informal 
question and answer session 
after a speech to the Uni- I 
versity of Virginia's Student ;, 
Legal Forum, Clark is quoted' 

saying Garrison "took a 
perfectly,: fine, man, ,Clo,y• 

:Shaw, and ruined him just 
for personal aggrandize- 
anent. 	V 	- 

Shaw has been charged by 
Garrison with conspiring to 
murder President John F. 
Kennedy. 

A • reporter for the Char.., 
lottesville.DailV,Progress fur-
ther quoted dark with say 
ing, "Much as I may hate to 
do it, I just might have to • 
prosecute Jim GarriSon." 

Tie is not reported as dab.: ' 
orating on his remark, and 
did not specify what federal 
charge he contemplated 

the DA_ 
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