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Honorable J. Lee Rankin  
General Counsel 
The President's Commiusion 
NO Maryland AVonue, Northeest 
Washington, D. C. 	• 
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Dear Mr. Rankin: 
rtc 

Reference is made to yOur letter dated February 21, 1964, concerning a rv,,unM.. of Congronstan Gerald H. Ford for 
you to anceN_ain tho_eircumotanceounder Which the.  photograph of Lee- Harvo soWaid carrying,thrifloand.voaring the_ pistol.  was-released to ..the prom,. 

. Enclosed for your assistance are two 06.1es of a,salf-explanatory communication from•Our Dallas'Office datedEllarch 3, 
1964. In addition to the information contained in thin communi- cation, the following is.submittedc 	. 	 n 
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On February 25, 1964,.Nrr7. Martha Bucknell,,Wfice 	- -LI nagor, Washington Uurcau of 'Life" magazine, advised7hor magazine H . 

	

(... 	t,,,7.,., Id purchased the above photoF.raph from Mrs. Marina °Veld through 	s;,--  

	

!... 	1•,„ r former agent, James Herbert flart.in 	Mra. D'acknellradvised 	, ra. 
- , 

	

confidence her Vcw York hoadquartern are concerned by the 	p, -. 

	

blication of till:: photograph by other news media and that "Life" .--, 	. , . :,, ,...7.-, contemplating suit against those - publications. She requested 
51  is matter not be given publicity butaide the President's 	 1*  

mission. Mrs. Ducknell could furnish no information az 	
('.:; 	"::4-.  how other publications obtained similar photographs. 	 ,i; i.v".;,-,
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Mr. Jerry O'Leary, Jr., of the 'Washington Evening 	 r. .% P A7Star," stated he was In Dallas on the night of N e.m ovber 22, 1963. , J( He believes officers from the Dallaappherifflo "tined and Dallas ., . 

..., .... 

. r.„ 	Police Department, while searching ehel l'esiciers of'Ere. Ruth .-,-..-----Paino of Irving, Texao, obtpAriod several pnct&npha, one Of. 	
.. 
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:1 1 1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan)  

;:,.-•  --14( j•pe 	
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l 'lk;:=75.1.1 - Mr. C. D. Detoach .,1*,.'"■ ,.',1 - Mr. R. E. Lenihanit 11,....../___.:1 - Mr. R. E. 'Wick 	‘.--1,1 
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''''...- -,,--- — .2; 	Mr. C. A. Evans ' Ill to..1 1.3... 	2 	 , 	ip  rfmtv _4,11- Mr. M A, Jones 	 RDR/kat,4"._  
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Honorable .J. Lee 

whl I was the photovaph In question. Mr, O'Leary indicated It had seen a copy of the photograph appearing on the cover of t Feb uary 21, 1964, Issue of "Life" in the hands of a local Dallas • copol 	officer either on the night.of November 22, 1963, or the morning of November 23, 1963. Mr. VLeary stated he confidentially learned "Life" paid Marina Oswald, through her agent, t5,000 for the photograph. He also believes a.  Detroit paper obtained this photograph 'in the same way, by purchase from James Herbert Martin. 

The March 2, 1964, issue of "Newsnook" on page 80 con-tains an article captioned 'A  Dig Sale," which describes the .apparent purchase of this photograph by "Life" and "The Detroit Free Press." The information contained. in this article In sub-stantially the same as indicated above with the exception thin. - article Indicates that attorneys for "Life" and Marina Oswald were •contemplating legal action against "The Detroit Free Press." 

From the information available, it would appear numerous unaccounted for copies of this photograph vcre readily available -in Dallas, Texas, shortly after the assassination of President Kennedy. It also would appear this photograph, as Drell as other photographs relating to Lee Harvey Oswald, was made available for 'sale - through representatives of Mrs. Marina Oswald./ 

Inasmuch en Mr.-Martin has been questioned by you con-cerning this particular photograph-„no-reinterview of him concerning ., ,this matter is contemplated by this Bureau. Your request to have ,;.;,Mr. Ken Murray of "The _Detroit Free Prone interviewed,-.as contained in your letter dated.Maroh 6, 1964, is receiving appropriate :c,attention. When the resultc of this interview and any other Ymecessary investigation Am received , you will be notified. 

Sincerely yours, 

U. Edrarliewiei 

-Enclosures (2) 
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