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i Cn the Lm:ummr of '\’1'1‘:0]1 11, 1964, SA Corl: wndl Cunningham of the il A

L'Lbur‘tloru personadly delivered to Lhe President's Conimission 12 items . |
of evidence in accordance with the request conliined in Mr, Rankin's iy
lqtter of March 4 1964, In response to requests of Commis :3ion staff mombcrs

Oswald's rifle was dismantled and then reassembled in their presence. At 17 ¢
-that time Chief Justice Ear] Warren inquired whether Ir, Cunningham | '
could mas::emblﬂ Oswald's rifle before the Commission, using only a dime !
as a tool, in ordq-r 1o make this possibility 2 maller of m(,or(l for the F oL
CO]I]III]E-::HHI. [is noted that we have previously advised the Commission b, |
JGU.('I‘ that the L*Jile could l;c asscmbled w 1111 & serew dreiv u;,‘ i chm:. or i

Inul‘u' 1Lun.__ ; 1| . ]
! fopide-s i : i 2
|

e l"ollu‘.'.*lw coordini tion lhruuL,h your oiflice with \‘Ir Belwont, | .|,
- ‘Mr. Cunningham; wis s vorn in before Me, Warren a: wd briefly testified to they
ease wilh which qm., vieapen may be dismantled and reassembled as well 45/ :
1o the type of in ';lmm(nl neceded for its reassembly, Mr, Cuon ngham i_hen
re%semblcd tha IC 14 rifle meorc the LL‘I]IIHI:’;SIOI! using g ¢ime as. a ? ; oA
screw drwer ! LR . - o B
!' - . d i |
i Also rlurmrr the time the above material was beingt delivered, br, Wnrren
ohbcrvui a Tebruary 21, 1964, copy 0f Life Magazine and this copy of Life L
: - Magazine had a cover photogrph of Lee Harvey Oswald holding o rifle, He | |
" pointed out the photograph to Special Agents Charles L. Killion and Cortlandt ‘
Cunnmf-h mm and advised hiat someonc representing the interests of Oswald i
h';d shiod that the rifle in the photograph does not appear to be identical to the |
aFIS assination rifle. This person claimed that the top of the 'stock - of the riflle |
< in
= '1ss:1551n1t10n rifle is curved in the arca of the conb, " Mr. "Warren commented

|
|
|
i

e t.hat tht arca of uw slock m the pl:ololrmpll in Life Magazipe i:};rsg_u_:c what _ .
o 1adowed and indis tmt.t I /" m[j v :
Lol '._f,: t}. 17 o AT PR 9
3= i aw P
"‘ L. Mr, Warr on did nc.:c make @y edquesis of l]w Bureau relative to the | ¢ i
. '11)0\{' conmentses T gy (an 1864 - ’
" a lein .
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thqe photograph appears :lrill["hl its full lenglh, w! iereas the stock of the . L A
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" -photographs is a common practice in pholoengraving o intensify highlight areas

- and around the head and shoulders of Oswald.,.
A i ;

- has been con[irm:cd by appropriate lelter to the Commission.
- noted for record purposcs that Mr. Cunuingham brought back with him from |

. by% t.ht!a Co_mt?us;lqn.

RE: ASSASSINATION O
T PRESIDENT JORN F, KENNEDY b
I 11/22/63, DALLAS, TEXAS - - _ b
| /82-109060- B - - 72T
[y E : H
! Tor your information, the picture on Lhe February 21, 1964, issde of
Life Magazine is the same pholograph as our exhibit D-20 excepl for retauching
that has been added to enhance the detail for publication, Such relouching of

and separate shadow details, There has heen 2 highlight retouched along the * i

“stock of the rifle in the Life Magazine reproduction of the D-20 picture, "This
retouched highlight does not follow the actual contour of the stock of the rifle, ! !

There is also evidence of retouching in other areas of the picture on the rifle
i | E 1 g . - . i
.Delivery of the items of evidence Lo the Commission on March LI, :
It is furvther

th¢ Comrmission ¢vidence items C-14, C-10, and C-10a, which were rceturned

' RECOMMENDATION:

Lain, T :,:4 4 ,ﬁ"\f;z."r o s SN
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| Inanlicipation of a request frows the President's Commission and in

connection with the field's current cffort to ascertuin the source of the piclure
appearing in the afore-mentioned ¢opy of Lilc Magazine,
retouched by

Li{e Magazine or retouched before Life Magazine oblained it.
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. it is recommended that
‘the field be instrucled to determine vhelher the photograph was
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i 1 In conncetion with the cover photograph appearling .
“on'the 2/21/G4 isuuce of "Life' mopgasline which shows Oswald 1
carrylng riflo and vearing a plnlol the followinz is pointed’

Oult. ¥ ; H i SRa—

e

L This Burcau has aever inferred or advised the
Commission that the rifle Oswald is shown holding is the |

.same as the rifle used in the ascassinatlon of President
Kennedy. This may logically be inferrved; howpver, we have

nevel in fact stated this since i6 iy not possible throuph | _
- examlnation of the photograph to locate sulficient char- f %%%
-+ acterdstics to state 1t is one and the swae rifle. OQur inves- | : ity

itigation to dale has also failed Lo disclese Information

“wherein Oswald's wife or close wmstiocinten can state this Is

Jiin fact the same rifle. Thcx0f01u, deternining whether

"Life™ has retouched the photograph apnearing on the cover

{ g OI the above -issue docs not appeor pertinent to our investi-

//f gation. The DPresident's Commission, as noted above, hags
been furnis hcd a copy of this phatograpbh and in the absence
of a specific reques ;t, 1t 15 pot felt any further action

u|shou1d be taken in this matter, '

-i o As ?you are aunrc, Lasced on a “'vnldcnt" Commission !
request, we have been endeavoring to establish the source of
cho*e photorliph which have received foirly wilde publlcation
Isince the publication of the above 1ssue of "Life," OQur
nvestigation in this particular matter disclosces that humerous
Jcopies of this photopraph were available in the Dallas Police
Department and that no system of control was established, D
It is known that mauny of these pholographs are missing, This i 9 hine
information hub been furnished to thc.Prc‘luent s Commission, .. |
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