Senstor Charles Hathias Rt 12, Frederick, kHd. 21701
Senate Office Bldg. 12/24/76
Washington, 0.C.

Degr Mpo,

We read the Post's account of your excellent logislative proposals and received the
firat of the spook records on me both yesterday. Lil marked one provision of the Post
story as phe rea; tbe paper to be sure I did not miss it. It is the proposal to require
warrants prior to examining bank, credit or telsphone records. I have Jjust learmed what
maxes me balieve you might want to broaden this. In fsot, if you'd like, I'd like to
discuss these privacy proposals with your staffer %o whom you huve assigned thle. I would
slso nake thess records available for that purpose.

For some time I huve felt that when such records came to the Church courittee they
influenced you. This was because there was a time when I'd write aiid say the letter
required no response but you always would, Then there were no respouses. The 3enate
hearings I was promdoed did not come. I wrote and ssked and 1 never heard. If 1 am not
mistaken I also asked for a copy of the J.Edgar docver memo to the LBJ White House on
those who had written books oppoeing the Werren Zeport. I know I wrote to other Hembers
on thds, particularly Schweiker and Hart. I'm pretty sure “hurch and “ondele. I asked
for a copy with all other nsmes masked. I never got one from any of you.

If one can never know what can be fabricated I do imow what can be asid, what can
ve exaggerated, what can be twisted and how the spooks worik. I have jJust received s prine
exauple. It is no problem as:uring you that I have never been a Comuumist or belonged to
any Comunist front, things like that. Maybe 1've imown a dozen Corzunists in wy 6% yesrs,
2 few Trotekyites and many more of the extreme right. I do mot regard it as reprebensidle
to have been an unpaid British agent not only bafore Pearl dartom but during the days of
the Hasi-Soviet pact. I take some satisfastion from the fact that virtuslly all of my
social beliefs that were minority views then are now majority views if not nattonml policy.

1 became a Dritish sgent at the sugrestion of the Justice Department because of the
linitations imposed on it by the Meutrslity Act. I reslly did do definitive work on Eazi
cartels and their interference with our defenae preparations. The work wes then widely
praised, including by members of the cabinet, both Houses, theidhite louse and even the
departed founding father of the spookery, the sainted & J. Edgar,

411 these thing: started happeuing to me, the things of widch you may havefread and
I find in hardly recognizable form in the records I have obtained, when 1 did two thingst
lobbled for a Senate investigation of the deplorable migratory farm-worker situation in
California (remember Grgpes of Wrath?) and started to write 2 book on the Dies comidttee,
the early Un-imericans. Suddenly for me thers was no First imendment, as I'm learning.

The entirely incomplete records supplied by the State Department reflect that there
vaB A cover on my mail and the apooks, unnamed, found that insdequate. They did not
even trust the post nffice én this. They had one at =y apartment, toc. They gathered xy
garbage and went over that, too. I'm talking about 1940. They oulled all the neighborhood
gossip. Thay spent a fortune on me, even going back to collegs. I was not a candidate for
government employment. I was a writer, an investigative reporter. Unly 1 was iovestigating
the Un-imericana. As they never have been, I add.

Dias 4id entrap me. I was naive in those daye, more than I still am. But 1 also took
proper precautions. I was working with the late Gardner "Pat" vuckson, legislative representa-
tive of Labor's Non-Partisan League and perhaps the strongest anti~-Comsunist I have ever
known, Dies was particularly hot te get hiw and Lewis through him. The comuittes was Virue-
lently anti-labor union and anti-Semitic. It also had enormous power and a disposition to
gisuse 1t. Because I had violated no law it hed one passed, still on the books, having to
do «ith interforing with the functiening of a Comgresealonal comxittee, %ell, 1 had not
done that, either, s0 they leaned on the then U.S.Attorney for the District of Columbia,

Dave fine. FOR nominated him to be =« federal judge. The Texas gang held the appointment up



to extort an indictment out of him, ﬁne. who knew me from when I'd helped him when I was
& Senate investigator (he called me "Affidavit Foce), would not handle the grand jury
himgelf, Hor would his first mssistant, Ed Curran. “ou may recognize that they both

became chief judges of the district. Ed Fihelly, later chlef war orimes prosecuter in
Tokyo, 4id thate I was just a !dd end it was & rough time beczuse the Pl was also working
with Dies and riggiag a case. They once actuslly locked me in an FBI office until I would
sign 2 faie confession. I sat and refused until finally they let m« call a lawyer. It all
ended with an indictment of the Dies agent. Ho was on the Dies payroll, when I had to
investigute to derend mysslf, is s result of zy proofs Dies had to cop a ples for him man..

Kow that Fihelly is dead I can $all you a/ll.ittla @ore. le wound up with sush respect
for Mer trying his hardest against me while knowing i hsd done nothing wrony that
be his entire career to help we in the future. You can imagine the trust he hud in
me when I tell you he gave me a grand-Jury transcriptx where Dies snd others wers ths
vitnesses, not I. He told me the time might come when I would need it, I have neverused
ite Nobody has aver socn 1f. But even Dies testified that there was nothing against we,
Fihelly could have been disbarred over thate

48 a eolider in World Wer IT I wound up in 0SS. I was decorated for that vork. I was
in the part that was transferved to the State Yepartments In time I was one of 10 fimed
under the MeCarran rider - no hesring, no remson. Sightiof us were Yawg, one was married
to a Jew and one was a case of mistaren identity., All the PhDs were scared as Loll, I ore
gandzed our defense and got the firm then Arnold,Fortas and Porter to defend ua., I had
worked with “hurman Arnold when he was head of anti-trust and in charge of cartel in-
vestigations. (Fay I boast snd say I did work they snd the F3I 444 not do, some of which
I could not get published, some I trdnk perhape relevant today in the engegy orisis?)

We were the first t& "win" in a gacurity cace. The Deperitment rehired us sand we resigmed,
“0f course I'm abbreviating much but I'm not hiding anything adverse.

Beginning in 1965 I sturted trying to get the apook records on me. I have knowledge
of coze, I received copies of some by other somx mesns, not improper, and the government
stonewalled. Ky offorts with the CIA began in early 1571, There atil: is no compliance,
Lles and oven proof of how they arracge for their general counsel to lie and a few of my
military records. Naturally no record of the decoration for my worke Trey found where I
bad provided material for ons of FDR's famous fire-sids chete, on dazis in “atin America,
Raturally, with uy having glven bim the plans for a putsch in cldle whols they were carry-
ing on in Chile, those records they could not find! Nothing from the ¥UI or any other
agenoys Finally I have received about a hundred pages from Jtate. They are inoredible.
The real “rwell, Just '

I was never fired - 4 jax resigneds. The FBI has no reconds on me at all. It aays.
Only souswhere they had second-hind sccounts of the mail covers and the sarhology. We
were both fired esrlier for security Teasons, it says, whan it was true of neither. Lil
is subversive decauso she belonged to a couple of coopereatives. One of tho reaults of
the mail cover, as I recall the only ene mentloned, was a Bedling frox the Bastern Co-
Operative League. It 13 sowehow sinister that I had 8 library -~ I mean this literally -
and got a lot of mail from the govermment. (Press releases, what else for a sorrespondint?)
}t is also subversive to writu e complaint to the governor, as I did whes we lived in
‘irginia. Lil figured out who that one came from and ¥hye The Stato had taken a piece of
bur iand snd created a hazard for other puople’s kids. I dwwmanded a fencs be put atop the
retaining wall thwy built end they agreed, so thds is disloyalty. Cne of the real, hagards
i presented to soolety was typing all hours of the aight, hesrd through the wallus When T
got excellent offacieacy ratings thers was something wrong with those who gave them to me,
That I was also friendly with my superiors is proof of some wnspecified disloyalty. These
vere two authentic scholars I'd never have known if the government had not brought us how
gether. Ope of them is somehow connectiads <4th semething ¢slled the "Gregory” case mo by
non-association I, too, am. Of course there is some good in it, like someons in the



£xacutive Ufrice of th: Pre:ident giving as high an endorsement as posslidble, almost I'4
trust my life to hx or his word. I can guess who that was and I know sem- of what was
owitted. The omissions are also of significance in these otar chambers. I was uged for
zany purposes by govermment officials who knaw mo. One was recruiting talented people
for the war effort. One went on to becons manager of the Jational Symphony, another to
bocome the kighest-raniting civil-servant on ths Exmiwin Prosident's ataff, atill

another to win 7V Zmnys in dazamx dramae sod 21l of those who worked with me se6m to have
comunted favorably on how halpful I was ¢o everyone. (Jo surprise in this - I was the
yractical one in the shop, doing for all the PhDy what they coulu not do for themselves, )

All the anonymous govesip is ezphasized, though, and prejudicialiy, Ness of tie Faxr
records are there and none o tha investigative reports. The sxistence of a aw records
I cannot have and from which there is no administrative apreal from the spoox's diktat
is atatogm

The AP's records of me &0 back at least to 1938, when Justice borrowed me from the
Senate and I livoland worked on & sensationel case of that day with an assistant attorney
genoral and his stafi and a large number of Fal ag:nts. The prosecution was in a dry
county in Kentucky and I was the official rur~runner, Thay zave me a list and the armored
offiolal 1933 “uick te fetch the etuff. Jecauss i was a kid soze of the agents drev me
aside to caution we on their noed to reports on each other and that this would include ne,
One oven used me to ride shotgun with him when no other ag:nt wus avaldable, Firat he
taught ve. Ho wes the 4gent in charge. We reauined frissds, I wos entrusted with delicate
wiagions that just hai to have been reported. They included the breaking of a leg in an
atteupted rape of a ataff member, spiriting an aleoholie out of the counfpy whose police
were under the indiétment and even egcorting s nymphommniac beck to Washington. 1 was
trustworihy - and trusted.

One of the other ressons thuy have to be hidden is b. cause thay include ewplonags en
& “ember of Congress. When Dies tried to frame 2o 18 13 one of the very few who were
sghast. We bocame apd rozained friends. When “41 got tired of tre govarnasnt hassle she
becars his wmrwi sscretary. (It was a differont day then - he had two ia hds Washington
office.) Ea waz an unusual zan, a saperk parliamentarian sad highly rsopscted by other
Bembers despite his then unpopular views. He wma Vito “areanténdo, called a red but he
vas not. FOR congulted iz often from the time 1 drove Mz to the ¥dte House for maetingm.
Joa dartin, then winority leader, also 4id. When he wes finall} ousted by = new kind of
goreymandering ¥sdswsrth asked *{} iy £0 to work for nime

51441140t on this znd §oo'mr. vho hated “rreantonio: when I ves in tho arny snd
avay Marcantonio took ~41 to “arvey's for dinner one night. Hoover was also ihere. He
sent them & hottle of Cherry Heering,

Foat of darcantonio’s belisfs also have coue to be rert of our life, like fair employ-
ment practises. 1 drove hin to and frow the White fouse wben FOR made that desl sith bim.
Tha: the Daily Worker denounced i editorially did not keep him from tedng a "red”, of
course, e wag a dedicated Nember who begun as Fiorslio -aGuardia’s, first campoaign mansger
anc was finally ousted when he refused to return to the “epublican Party, where he began -
and which hud chonged such, There wers thrse major partiss i: hiu dlsiriet and ue regaiarly
won all thres pricarios. He was a remarkable human being, a Tiraterats legislator and I
remamber him with warkth snd respect. But that we were close and 441 worked for him is not
in these records vast an investigation as they reilect,

fiuch elss I can recall also is not in them, Rut what it boila down %o is that they
could not survive a hearing of any kind because thers reuliy is notldng bad in them, If
perfsciion is not a human state and there 3ro some things + uight, after all the later



experionces of life have done differntiy or perhaps not done, I look back without shape,
with a considerable amount of pride, particularly on my government record and wap-time
services, and with a feeling that in walldng all these miles I have beon keeping the
promises of Frost's lines,

In more than 35 years I have never once besn able to confront any of these contrived
cages, fabricated records, distorted m-snings.

I will continue my efforts to obtain these rvcords. I am confident I will obtain more.
I will deposit every one in the archive I xill leave, huve alrcady begua $o deposit. Not to
¢o this would be dishonest. Paople have to be able to evaluate me to svaluate my work. iy
work is en unusuel archive. I'm corry there has not been tiue in Years to bring you up to
date on it,

You lawyers become tolsrant of illegalities by lawyers, sapecially those 3&3% in
federal power. I am not. You all adjust to federal crime. I do not snd I will not. Denying
me these records ia a violaticn of law. The perjury I confront regularly and prove as
regularly is a felony. (But who prosecuted the prosecktor?) These are in my view more
subversive than almoat any act of whieh any one citizen ocan be gullty. Thees criminal acts
mnotcriminalbeoaumtheymbytlmsewbongetbereutofm-mdhavathemselm
to live with and their jobs to keep, their familios to raige and eare for,

Off the top of the head 1 have drafted a lengthy cormentary to be included in ny
State file until I have all of £t and a chance for proper response. I have also desanded
the hidden records and the withheld ones. I do not burden you with 4% but if you are
interested will send you a CeOY.

For your inmrediate legislative purposes, which we wholehsartedly suppert, I do sug-
geat it s from my experience not nearly emough to rogidre warrvants for bank, credit and
phons recorde. All intrusions into privacy and Constdtutional rights ought be made il-
legal. That will mean nothing without punitive provisions, even if the chances of enforce-
ment are almost nonwexistent. Taking garbage should de ragarded as an illegal ssarch
and zure. “onitoring meil should be regarded ss what it is, a denial of the most basic
“enatitutional rights. These even then will mean litile if there is mo check on what the
spooks can and do do in private, eliminate what they do not want, aveid what thoy do not
want to find and falricate when all slse fails.

Izagine that in tho most sensational case and news of its day the State Department
claizs to have no record of my firing, no news story on it, no record of any discussions
or conferences on it and not even & reference to our comsel who had =zo neny meetingm
with them. It 45 all down the uemory hole. Except for use , meaning misuse, behind my
back. This is the authoritarianism you have slwayw opposed and in the study of which you
have been in a leadership role. We have nas=ty nspes for 4t when it is the practise in other
landa. ¥e ought not accept 1% in our own lsnd.

It is a slef-perpetuating thing. I have no idea how it can be legislated away. But if
something is not done the constant ervsion of all fundomental rights will disappear, perhaps
for ever and we will heve a monolith of only officially accepted vieouws Welicfs and thoughts.
The spook mind regards this as an urgent pational need. They really believe it. Thus they
come to bulieve that all the wrong they do is right. This difiers in degree only from the
foreign authoritarianism of left and right.

I would still liks those hearings not sent, the floover letter that is in the record
80 I canr present it to a court in my efforts to get those regerds by law and for ny
archlve, if you can get it, what also is in the record, #atzenbach's memo as soon as JFK
was killed saying it all has to be pluned on the lone nut assassin,

We hope you have had a good holidey and that the eseng’yanr brings the acceptance of
these excellent le;islative proposals.

Cur bﬂt'

Harold Welsberg



