
C
harles B

.Seib  

T
hose 'Sanitized' 

t'l!W
liile the audience in the m

ain tent 
W

ag being entertained last w
eek by the 

C
arter-C

astro argunient over w
hether 

-C
tiba had had a hand in the Z

aire inva-
M

ob, an am
using little m

edia sideshow
 

'V
as g

o
in

g
 o

n
 d

o
w

n
 at th

e en
d

 o
f th

e 

• •-='; C
all it the saga of the sanitized sum

-
'M

ary. It w
ill tell you som

ething about 
:*he w

ay things w
ork in this tow

n. 
A

fter the M
ay invasion of Z

aire by 
t ratin

g
an

 reb
els, o

p
eratin

g
 fro

m
 A

n
-

V
gi;•the W

hite H
ouse and the S

tate D
e-

, pertinent couldn't seem
 to get together 

. on how
 hard to press the charge that 

the C
ubans and the R

ussians, particu-
larly

 th
e C

u
b

an
s, w

ere b
eh

in
d

 it all. 
qha-W

hite H
ouse took, a hard line. T

he 
• 'State D

epartm
ent didn't seem

 so sure. 
T

hat w
as the situation early last w

eek 
' w

h
en

 Jo
d
y
 P

o
w

ell,; th
e p

resid
en

t's 
press secretary, took hand. H

e read to 
several reporters a - cloctintent, prepared 

th e help of the C
IA

, that sturuna-
id

e
a
 th

e
 a

d
m

in
istra

tio
n
s 

-charges 
.afalistC

uba. 
It said that intelligence reperts sup-

ported three m
ain conclusions: 1) T

hat 
the C

uban presence in A
ngola is perva-

ftand little is done w
ithout C

uban in- 
io

lv
em

en
t. 2

) T
h
at 	

rehos 
hit'V

e been arm
ee. sr 

C
ubans and pc: 

sev
eral y

ew
. ; 

been indirectly involved. 	
u
at th

e 
M

ay invasion : of S
haba province w

as 
w

ith C
uban _ - cooperation, although 

there w
as no firrn ;evidence that C

u-
, bans accom

panied the invaders beyend 
A

' B
ola. 

O
fie result of Pow

ell's briefings w
aS4 

C
B

S
 teleV

ision new
s 'report the next 

m
orning. A

nother:w
as a page-1 story in 

that afternoon's W
ashington S

tar re-
porting that the adininistration; "citing 
reliable -;intelligence ' sources," M

ain-
tained it- could chart C

uban-involve-
m

ent w
ith the K

atangans up to the in-
vasion jum

ping-off point.. 
W

hile not m
entioning a specific doc-

um
ent, -  'th

e S
tar - - sto

ry
- referred

 to
 

"'san
itized

' in
tellig

en
ce d

etails n
o
w

 
com

ing.to light." It said they gave "the 
m

ost 'detailed glim
psea. yet!' -of: w

hat 
w

as behind the'U
.S.. charges, -but added 

that they did not contain evidence "be-
cause the adm

inistration_ is afraid of 
com

prom
ising its sources." 

N
ot earthshaking, to be sure, but re-

porters for N
B

C
 and T

he W
ashington • 

P
ost asked P

ow
ell , fo

r a crack
 at th

e 
- sam

e m
aterial and got it.. 

T
hat night, N

B
C

 N
ew

s carried a re-
port on :a W

hite H
O

use "sum
m

ary of as-
sertions" on C

uba's " involvem
ent. T

he 
n

ex
t, 
	T

h
e P

o
st's fro

n
t P

ag
e 

w
as o

m
in

ated
 b

y-  tw
o stories under a 

b
an

n
er - h

ead
lin

e: "C
arter D

ecries 
C

astro's F
ailure to S

top A
ttack." T

he 
s' - )ry or the right side of the page dealt 

tie p
resid

en
t said

 ab
o
u
t 

ew
s conference the previ-

sto
ry

 o
n
 th

e left, u
n
d
er 

airline "U
.S

., R
eleases S

um
-

ui Its E
vidence," dealt w

ith the 
C

IA
 m

em
o. 

"In -a reaction to continued question-
ing of -P

resident C
arter's chargeS

 of 
C

uban- com
plicity - in the-invasion of 

Z
aire,",  the left-hand story began, "the  

_ 	
• 

W
hite H

ouse yesterday m
ade available 

a sum
m

ary of evidence on w
hich the 

president based his accusations." - 
T

his treatm
ent stretched the facts in 

a couple of w
ays. In no. sense w

as the 
docum

ent "released." R
:.w

as "m
ade• 

available"- only in - a ,lim
ited sense. T

he 
rep

o
rters w

ere allo
w

ed
 to

 see it b
u
t 

w
ere not allow

ed to take- copies w
ith 

them
_ In fact, - T

he P
ost w

ent further 
than Pow

ell w
anted it to go w

hen it dis-
closed-  that the. story w

as based on an 
actual docum

ent: 
_

F
u

rth
er,: as th

e sto
ry

 itself m
ad

e 
abundantly. clear, by:billing the docu- 

T
he N

ew
s B

usiness 

'm
eat as- a "sum

m
ary O

f evidence" T
he 

P
ost gave it farloo m

uch status; It w
as 

a sum
m

ary , of the . adm
inistration's 

charges and notably short on evidence. 
W

h
atev

er its flaw
s, th

e --h
eav

ily
 

played story got quick results. R
eport-

ers, m
em

bers of C
ongress_ and others 

asked the W
hite H

ouse for copies of the 
'thictitnent.  T

h_e Post said had been- re- 
. 

leased. 
.• T

he initial W
hite H

ouse reaction w
as 

to
 say

 th
at th

ere w
asn

't an
y

 release. 
B

u
t th

e p
ressu

re g
rew

, p
articu

larly
 

from
 C

apitol H
ill, and before the day 

w
as over, P

ow
ell decided to m

ake the 
d
o
cu

in
en

t, w
h
ich

 h
e -d

eserib
es - as 

'briefing notes," truly available. 	
- 

In the -ineantim
e, a N

ew
 'Y

ork T
im

es 
reporter turned up a copy on his ow

n; 
w

hich brings us to the final act. 

T
he 

nest m
orning, 

June -1
6
, T

h
e 

T
im

es reported on page A
10 that the 

adm
inistration "has added a new

 di-
m

ension" to its efforts to substantiate 
C

arter's charges against C
uba. 

U
ntil , the previous day, T

he T
im

es 
said, the adm

inistration had refused to 
m

ake public any docurnentation of the 
charges. "B

ut yesterday, Jody P
ow

ell 
. . authorized disclosure [of the C

IA
 

m
em

o] to reporters on a private basis." 
T

he T
im

es w
ent on to quote at length 

from
 the 800-w

ord doctunent L
ike the-

earlier reports, it described it as "sani-
tized" and noted that it lacked details 
to support its assertions. 

S
o finally the docum

ent w
as out A

nd 
since it w

as indeed "sanitized" to the 
point of sterility, it hasn't changed the 
situation one iota. 

W
h
y
 all th

e secrecy
 in

 th
e first 

place? T
he' docum

ent' w
as not classi-

fied, and it contained nothing rem
otely 

threatening to intelligence operatives. 
W

hy w
asn't it released to the public at, 

the start, instead of being farm
ed out' 

to individual m
em

bers of the press on a 
m

ore or less confidential basis? 
P

ow
ell's answ

er is that the docum
ent 

did not contain verifiable details and 
co

u
ld

 n
o

t fo
r in

tellig
en

ce reaso
n

s. 
T

herefore, as an official W
hite H

ouse 
release it w

ould not have satisfied the 
press and w

ould have served only to 
generate pressure for details that could 
not be given. 

H
e's p

ro
b
ab

ly
 rig

h
t ab

o
u
t th

at. 
N

evertheless, those sanitized briefing_ 
notes of his got a lot of m

ileage in their 
b
rief ru

n
. ' 


