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Johnson: 

F
oreign 

Serace 

F
arew

ell 
B

y K
a
ren

 D
e W

itt 

;CA 

R
eprinted from

 yesterday's late editions 

W
ith a stream

 of diplom
atic posts 

behind him
 in C

hina, 	
is v

ak
ia, 

T
hailand and E

ur 	
n- 

son said goodbye ti 	
erv- 

ice M
o
n
d
ay

. B
u
t n

o
t p

erm
an

en
tly

. 
"O

h
, n

o
," h

e
 sa

id
 w

h
e
n
 a

sk
e
d
 

w
h
eth

er h
is last d

ay
 an

d
 th

e receip
t 

o
f th

e D
ep

artm
en

t o
f S

tate D
istin

-
guished H

onor A
w

ard m
eant full re-

tirem
ent. "W

e've got lots of things to 
d

o
. W

ell ju
st h

av
e to

 see 
N

early 200 people, including A
M

-
bassador-at-large E

llsw
orth B

unker, 
M

r. and M
rs. D

onald R
um

sfeld, and 
H

ouse International R
elations C

om
-

m
ittee C

hairm
an C

lem
ent J. Z

ablocki, 
cam

e to honor Johnson, a m
an S

ecre-
tary of S

tate C
yrus V

ance described 
as bringing "closeness and m

utual un-
derstanding" to the F

oreign S
ervice. 

V
an

ce read
 a statem

en
t fro

m
 fo

r-
m

er S
ecretary

 o
f S

tate D
ean

 R
u

sk
  

w
ho w

as'unable to be present at the 
cerem

o
n

y
. R

u
sk

 called
 Jo

h
n

so
n

 "a 
tow

ering contributor in (his) 42-year 
career." 

Johnson, w
ho speaks fluent Japa-

n
ese an

d
 F

ren
ch

 an
d
 u

n
d
erstan

d
s 

C
h
in

ese, b
eg

an
 h

is career in
 th

e 
F

oreign S
ervice initially as a language 

attache at the A
m

erican em
bassy in 

T
okyo. H

e w
as vice counsel in M

an-
churia in 1939, held several am

bassa-
d

o
rial p

o
sts in

 E
ast E

u
ro

p
e an

d
 th

e 
F

ar E
ast, and, w

as ch
ief negotiator at 

the S
trategic A

rm
s L

im
itation T

alks 
during the N

ixon adm
inistration. H

is 
latest p

o
sitio

n
 w

as A
m

b
assad

o
r-at-

large. 
A

fter M
o

n
d

ay
's p

resen
tatio

n
 o

f 
the am

bassadorial flag and the honor 
aw

ard, Johnson quipped to V
ance, "I 

have to call you M
r. S

ecretary until 
m

id
n

ig
h

t, after th
at, I can

 call y
o

u
 

C
y." 

Johnson'noted that in his long ca-
reer in the F

oreign S
ervice, he'd actu-

ally
 h

ad
 "2

1
5

 d
ifferen

t jo
b

s. I d
o

n
't 

k
n
o
w

 o
f an

y
p
lace (b

u
t th

e F
o
reig

n
 

S
erv

ice) w
h
ere y

o
u
 can

 h
av

e th
at 

k
in

d
 o

f ex
p

erien
ce 

Johnson com
plim

ented his personal 
and official staffs, saying, "W

e ow
e 

our country the best and I think this 
staff of the F

oreign S
ervice does that. 

I don't know
 anything I w

ould rather 
have done" 

C
o
m

m
en

tin
g
 to

 lau
g
h
ter th

at h
e 

didn't know
 w

hether "under the new
 

ru
les an

d
 reg

u
latio

n
s o

n
e m

en
tio

n
s 

that one has a. w
ife," he thanked his 

w
ife, P

at, fo
r "b

ein
g
 a trem

en
d
o
u
s 

help through the years." In conclud-
ing, Johnson paraphrased G

en. D
oug- ' 

las M
acA

rthur: "O
ld F

oreign S
ervice 

officers never die, just like the tele-
gram

s they w
rite w

e're sim
ply dow

n-
graded." 


